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Sefer Hoshea: Mrs. Batyah Brander

Modern History in the Malbim’s Understanding of Hoshea's Predictions
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| will be to Israel like dew; He shall blossom like the lily, He shall strike root like a Lebanon
tree

Malbim: Meir Leibush ben Yehiel Michel Wisser (March 7, 1809 - September 18, 1879, Ukraine)
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| will be like dew for Israel and it will blossom like a rose: The nature books tell of a Jericho
Rose, who does not root deeply and the wind carries it to distant lands via deserts. lItis
nourished from the dew, and blossoms and grows in glory and splendor. This is like Israel,
who is carried by the wind from exile to exile. Hashem is the dew that sustains us in exile,
and Israel blossoms in beauty and splendor like a rose.
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Its roots are struck like a Levanon: Even though its roots were struck, roots that had
formerly been rooted in their land with the strength of a cedar (cedar trees have deep
roots), yet these roots have been struck and uprooted from their place, and they don’t have
roots in a permanent place, even so...though it's roots were struck ( “l will be like dew for
Israel and they will blossom like a rose”).
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Questions:
1.In what way can Hashem'’s support of Bnei Yisroel in exile be likened to "dew"?

2.How does the challenge of week roots turn to advantage in exile?

3.What are some historical examples of the Jewish people being like the “Jericho Rose"?
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They who sit in his shade shall live (on) grain, they shall blossom like the vine; His scent
shall be like the wine of Lebanon.
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And they will return: and from amongst them, those who wish to settle in the shade of the
“Levanon” will return. Hoshea is sharing his prophecy that many of the Jews in exile will
return to settle in Eretz Yisroel and establish their permanent dwelling in the Holy Land in
the shadow of the “Levanon”. And they will live of the grain there, that they will have grain
for bread for their homes.
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“And they will blossom like wine” that spreads far and wide, for they will be fruitful and

multiply and will make fruit and produce.
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The memory: the memory of Levanon will be like its wine. Also those who do not return to
live in Eretz Yisrael, they will always remember Levanon, like they remember that its wine
was very good. One who drinks it does not forget it. So they will remember "ha'Har ha'Tov
ha'Zeh veha'Levanon" (the good mountain and Levanon- Devarim 3:25, i.e. the Beis
ha'Mikdash) in all their prayers, and raise Yerushalayim above their greatest Simchah.
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https://www.sefaria.org/Malbim_on_Hosea.14.8.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Malbim_on_Hosea.14.8.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Malbim_on_Hosea.14.8.3
https://www.dafyomi.co.il/nach/chumash_view.php?chumash_id=5&chapter=3&pasuk=25
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Let me go over, | pray Thee, and see the good land that is beyond the Jordan, that goodly
hill-country, and Lebanon
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The good mountain- this is Yerushalayim
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The Levanon- this is the Beit Hamkidash

Questions:

1. According to the Malbim, what do you think it means to “dwell in the shadow of the
Levanon”?

2. Do you think that it motivates current day Aliyah to Israel?

3. How can we concretize the sense of “dwelling in the shadow of the Levanon” when
living in or visiting Eretz Yisroel?

4. In what ways have we fulfilled the Malbim's prediction?
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