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The Suffering of the Prophet

Examine the selections below from Yirmiyahu. Compare his experiences and feelings with that
of Yechezkel 24:15-27 and Yeshayahu 49: 1-6.
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(10) "Woe is me, my mother, that you have borne me a man of strife and a man of contention to the
whole earth! | have not lent, neither have men lent to me; yet everyone of them curses me."(11)
Hashem said, "Most certainly | will strengthen you for good; most certainly | will cause the enemy to
make supplication to you in the time of evil and in the time of affliction.(12) Can one break iron, even
iron from the north, and brass?"(13) "Your substance and your treasures | will give for a spoil without
price, and that for all your sins, even in all your borders.(14) | will make them pass with your enemies
into a land which you don't know; for a fire is kindled in My anger, which shall burn on you."(15)
"Hashem, You know; remember me, and visit me, and avenge me of my persecutors. Don't take me
away in Your longsuffering. Know that for Your sake | have suffered reproach.(16) Your words were
found, and | ate them; and Your words were to me a joy and the rejoicing of my heart; for | am called
by Your name, Hashem, God of Armies.(17) | didn't sit in the assembly of those who make merry, nor
rejoiced. | sat alone because of Your hand; for You have filled me with indignation.(18) Why is my
pain perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuses to be healed? Will You indeed be to me as a
deceitful brook, as waters that fail?"
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(1) Now Pashhur, the son of Immer the priest, who was chief officer in the house of Hashem,
heard Jeremiah prophesying these things.(2) Then Pashhur struck Jeremiah the prophet, and
put him in the stocks that were in the upper gate of Benjamin, which was in the house of
Hashem.(3) It happened on the next day, that Pashhur brought forth Jeremiah out of the stocks.
Then Jeremiah said to him, "Hashem has not called your name Pashhur, but Magormissabib.(4)
For thus says Hashem, 'Behold, | will make you a terror to yourself, and to all your friends; and
they shall fall by the sword of their enemies, and your eyes shall see it; and | will give all Judah
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive to Babylon, and shall kill
them with the sword.(5) Moreover | will give all the riches of this city, and all the gains of it, and
all the precious things of it, yes, all the treasures of the kings of Judah | will give into the hand of
their enemies; and they shall make them a prey, and take them, and carry them to Babylon.(6)
You, Pashhur, and all who dwell in your house shall go into captivity; and you shall come to
Babylon, and there you shall die, and there shall you be buried, you, and all your friends, to
whom you have prophesied falsely."(7) "Hashem, you have persuaded me, and | was
persuaded. You are stronger than |, and have prevailed. | have become a laughing-stock all the
day, every one mocks me.(8) For as often as | speak, | cry out. | cry, 'Violence and destruction’
because the word of Hashem is made a reproach to me, and a derision, all the day.(9) If | say, 'l
will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name', then there is in my heart as it
were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and | am weary with forbearing, and | can't
contain.(10) For | have heard the defaming of many, terror on every side. 'Denounce, and we
will denounce him', say all my familiar friends, those who watch for my fall; 'peradventure he
will be persuaded, and we shall prevail against him, and we shall take our revenge on him.'(11)
But Hashem is with me as an awesome mighty one. Therefore my persecutors shall stumble,
and they shall not prevail; they shall be utterly disappointed, because they have not dealt
wisely, even with an everlasting dishonor which shall never be forgotten.(12) But, Hashem of
Hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees the heart and the mind, let me see Your vengeance on

them; for to You have | revealed my cause.(13) Sing to Hashem, praise Hashem; for He has
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delivered the soul of the needy from the hand of evil-doers.(14) Cursed be the day in which |
was born; don't let the day in which my mother bore me be blessed.(15) Cursed be the man
who brought news to my father, saying, 'A boy is born to you'; making him very glad.(16) Let
that man be as the cities which Hashem overthrew, and didn't repent; and let him hear a cry in
the morning, and shouting at noontime,(17) because he didn't kill me from the womb; and so
my mother would have been my grave, and her womb always great.(18) Why did | come forth
out of the womb to see labor and sorrow, that my days should be consumed with shame?"
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(15) Also the word of Hashem came to me, saying,(16) "Son of man, behold, | take away from
you the desire of your eyes with a stroke; yet you shall neither mourn nor weep, neither shall
your tears run down.(17) Sigh, but not aloud, make no mourning for the dead. Bind your
headdress on you, and put your shoes on your feet, and don't cover your lips, and don't eat
men's bread."(18) So | spoke to the people in the morning; and at even my wife died; and | did
in the morning as | was commanded.(19) The people said to me, "Won't you tell us what these
things are to us, that you do so?"(20) Then | said to them, "The word of Hashem came to me,
saying,(21) 'Speak to the house of Israel. Thus says Adonai Elohim, 'Behold, | will profane My
sanctuary, the pride of your power, the desire of your eyes, and that which your soul pities; and
your sons and your daughters whom you have left behind shall fall by the sword.'(22) You shall
do as | have done. You shall not cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men.(23) Your tires shall
be on your heads, and your shoes on your feet. You shall not mourn nor weep; but you shall
pine away in your iniquities, and moan one toward another.(24) 'Thus shall Yechezkel be to you
a sign; according to all that he has done you shall do. When this comes, then you shall know
that | am Adonai Elohim."(25) "You, son of man, shall it not be on the day when | take from
them their strength, the joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that upon which they set
their heart, their sons and their daughters,(26) that on that day the fugitive shall come to you, to
cause you to hear it with your ears?(27) On that day your mouth shall open to the fugitive, and




you shall speak, and no longer be mute. So you shall be a sign to them; and they shall know
that | am Hashem.
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(1) Listen, O isles, to me, and hearken, you peoples, from far. Hashem has called me from the
womb, from the bowels of my mother He had made mention of my name.(2) He has made my
mouth like a sharp sword. In the shadow of His hand has He hidden me. And He has made me a
polished shaft; in His quiver has He concealed me.(3) And He said to me, "You are My servant,
Israel, in whom | will be glorified."(4) But | said, "l have labored in vain, | have spent my strength
for naught and vanity. Yet surely my justice is with Hashem, and my recompense with my
God."(5) "And now," says Hashem that formed me from the womb to be His servant, to bring
Jacob back to Him, and that Israel be gathered to Him, for | am honorable in the eyes of
Hashem, and my God has become my strength,(6) "Yes," He says, "It is too light a thing that you
should be My servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the offspring of Israel. | will
also give you for a light of the nations, that My salvation may be to the end of the earth."
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Cursed is the day on which | was born - Two people cursed the day they were born: lyov and
Yirmiyahu. lyov said “Let the day perish on which | was born,” and Yirmiyahu said “Cursed is the
day on which | was born.”

Yirmiyahu said, “I will tell you a parable to explain my words. It is like a priest whose lot fell to
administer the bitter waters to a woman. As the woman came closer to him, she loosened her
hair and exposed it. He took the cup to give it to her, but as he looked at her, he realized that
she was his mother. He began to cry out and said, 'Woe to me, my mother, who | had hoped to
honor, and now | am dishonoring her."” Similarly, Yirmiyahu cried out, 'Woe to you, my mother
Zion, who | had hoped to prophesy good things and comfort for you, but | am prophesying
words of disaster instead.”

Question:

e What insight does Yalkut Shimoni offer to understand Yirmiyahu's personal emotions?
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