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Shmuel Beis 24
Mrs. Hyndi Mendelowitz

Welcome to Torat Imecha Nach Yomi with the OU Women's Initiative. My name is Adina
Shmidman. Please join us Tuesday, May 26th at 12:00 noon Eastern, 7:00 PM lIsrael time for
the Siyum celebrating the completion of Sefer Shmuel Bet with Mrs. Hyndi Mendelowitz. Please
sign up at ouwomen.org/siyum . And now for today's Perek.

Welcome to Torat Imecha Nach Yomi with the OU Women's Initiative. My name is Hyndi
Mendelowitz. Today we will be mesayem, we will end Sefer Shmuel Bet with the final perek,
perek chaf dalet, chapter 24, with a little emotion and much, much thanksgiving to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu and to all of you wonderful women who have embarked on this journey together. We
begin with pasuk aleph.

7X1'2 NNNY "N ar ot
The anger of Hakadosh Baruch Hu continued to burn within Klal Yisrael.

And as we will see, this seems to be a continuation, “vayosef” - continued, whether from the
mered, the rebellion of Avshalom or that of Sheva Ben Bichri. But the question of why the anger
continues to burn is one that perplexes many of the meforshim. Rashi with terrific humility and
honesty says: nn 7y 'nyT X%7. | don't know the reason for the anger.

The Radak takes this question mark but develops it further in a way that parts the veil somewhat
for us in a tiny understanding of Mishpat Shamayim, in leaving a question unanswered, but
bringing a conclusion or reconciliation to others. Vayosef Af Hashem. Says the Radak, we don't
know what the source of this anger is.



http://ouwomen.org/siyum

What we can be sure of is had Dovid HaMelech known what the source of the anger was, he
most certainly would have taken action to correct it and thus end the anger or prevent any
mishap or any misfortune, as we saw he did in the case of the Givonim. And so if we don't see
that that took place, what that implies, says the Radak, ulai, maybe, "noa n1'ay "aw 7xwna o,
there were people who were transgressing secretly.

It seems that Hakadosh Baruch Hu was angry. The reason was unknown not only to us learning
the Sefer but to Dovid himself. Had he known the reason he would have addressed it. If he did
not address the source of the anger, that means that he himself did not know to uncover it.

What we will find is that if there was a problem, if Klal Yisrael were sinning in a way that was
secret even from the king, that still has to be addressed. And as such, we come to the
continuation of this pasuk: nna 71T nX no'l. Hakadosh Baruch Hu so to speak enticed Dovid,
NTIN' DRI 7RI IR NI 17 1KY, saying “Go count Yisrael and Yehudah.”

As the Radak explains, there's a problem here. There are secret sins that must be addressed
and fixed. So Hakadosh Baruch Hu so to speak gives Dovid the idea to count Klal Yisrael
because in counting them, as we'll see in a way that was inappropriate, Dovid will make Kilal
Yisrael vulnerable to a punishment that will follow. While the counting will seem to be the reason
for the punishment, really it is the underlying secret sins that need to be cleansed.

And as such, as the Radak says: nnxi p1x '0own 75 . Hakadosh Baruch Hu's mishpat, His
justice is straight and true. Hakadosh Baruch Hu orchestrated a quote unquote sibah, a
seeming reason for the magefah, for the epidemic that will follow because the actual reason for
it was invisible to the human eye. And Hakadosh Baruch Hu so to speak enticed or incited
Dovid, did not tell him to count, but put the idea in his mind where Dovid would come to his own
decision to count Klal Yisrael which would open them up and make them vulnerable for a
cleansing which they needed for sins that were not visible to the human eye.

Following through with this idea, pasuk bet. '0aw 751 X1 LI INK WK 7'NN W AXRIP 7R ' K
DYN 190N NX 'MYT1 DYN NIX 1IT791 yaw XTI [T Y. Dovid commands his trusty General
Yoav to go spread out throughout all of Eretz Yisrael to count Klal Yisrael to take a census. And
as we alluded to but it's important of course to describe over here, ever since the days that
Moshe Rabbeinu counted Kilal Yisrael in the wilderness using the Machatzit HaShekel, we find
as the Malbim explains, it is not considered appropriate to count Klal Yisrael shelo I'tzorech,
unnecessarily, unless it is done so with a kofel, with some object. And the Malbim lists three
reasons for what we find over there in Parshat Ki Tisa, why Moshe Rabbeinu counted Klal
Yisrael using the half shekel as opposed to counting heads directly.

Firstly, to prevent Ayin Hara. Secondly, |'vi [n 'mon 1212 X78 NI nd1an |'R. Hakadosh Baruch
Hu created a mechanism where blessing rests on that which is hidden. And the Malbim explains
the workings of this mechanism, whereby the very existence and continued survival of our
nation is really a nes nistar. It's a hidden nes, there in the history books, but if we think about it
just for a moment at the triumph of our survival, we'd realize how miraculous it is. It's best for
miracles to remain private, hidden, not to expose them to the glare of daylight. Once we count,




we are revealing the nes and thus we may halt it. Finally, thirdly, the koach of the tzibur. As long
as we are all united as an am, the zechut, the merit of the rabim, of our aggregate is
tremendous and protects us. In counting, we isolate each person, and in isolating or pulling out
individuals, we lose the zechut, the merit, of the klal and our individual actions may then be
scrutinized to see if we deserve to be part of the klal. For all of these reasons, we are counted
generally only I'tzorech, for a need, and if so with some sort of kofel, some object, some money
or {zedakah that's paid, some half shekel. That was not done over here. And in fact, Yoav, ever
trustworthy, realizes this is not a good idea.

Pasuk gimmel: oy nXn DNdI DND DYN 7R Y7178 DWUN 901 700 7R AR ‘L. Yoav says to
Dovid: Hakadosh Baruch Hu will multiply the nation hundreds of times.

NTN 12T YON NN a0 TR NIRN Y'mn X i You will see the multiplication of this nation.
Why do you need to count them?

However, pasuk daled: axi 7x 1'mn 12T prni. Dovid did not back down and he continued to
urge Yoav to count the nation.

7KW DX DV DX TIRD97 170 197 7'nin i arir kx 7' e v, And he also urged the officers
of Yoav to do so, until finally they could not resist.

Yoav and the officers went out upon the command of the king to count the nation. Pesukim hey
through chet discuss the ends of Eretz Yisrael to which this contingent traveled to execute this
census, to count Klal Yisrael. And Rashi gives the background of Yoav trying to go to tough
places where he'd face resistance or smaller populations that would be less encouraging in the
hope that the census would be halted, the counting would be stopped. However, that did not
happen until in pasuk chet we find, after a process of nine months and twenty days, they
returned to Yerushalayim.

Pasuk tet: 1'7nn 78 nyn T79n 190N NX AXI' N'1. Yoayv gives the count to the king.
27N 921 7'n WK 97R NIkn namw 78w ani. There were 800,000 warriors in Klal Yisrael.

W' 97X nikn wnn nTin'l. And within Yehuda there were 500,000. Now that the deed has been
done, pasuk yud: nyn NX 190 |3 INX INIXR TIT 27 7. Dovid's heart attacked him.

He felt guilt, he felt badly that he had counted the nation and realized that he had made a
mistake.

nwn 78 TIT X'l Says Dovid to Hashem, and again hear the gadlut, the greatness of Dovid
we've almost come to expect, which we hopefully emulate: an immediate admission of his guilt,
an immediate effort, as soon as he realizes his overstep, to correct.

M'yy WK TIRN 'NXLVN. | have sinned with what | have done.




TINA 'M7001 ' YTAY (1Y IR X1 12yn own nnyl. Please Hakadosh Baruch Hu overlook or allow this
sin to pass because | acted foolishly. Pasuk yud aleph: 2jniaa i1 nj7'1. Dovid awoke in the
morning and as the Radak says, he did not sleep well that night.

AIMK? TIT NTIN X210 T 7R N0 own 12T And upon awaking, Dovid is greeted with the words that
were spoken to Gad Hanavi having said, (Hakadosh Baruch Hu commanded Gad in pasuk yud
bet) TiT9x 12Tl 3i%0, go speak to Dovid. Koh Amar Hashem, so has God spoken.

37w 7011 DIk witw. | am giving you a choice of three punishments.

77 NWYXI 0NN NNX 17 1n2. And in a very unusual way, HaKadosh Baruch Hu offers to Dovid the
option of choosing which of the three to take upon himself in terms of cleansing from the
mistake he made in counting Klal Yisrael. And as the Mishpitzot Zahav points out, it should say
“Atil Alecha”, not Notel Alecha, I place upon you. But as the Mishpitzot Zahav points out,
anytime a Jew suffers, we are told HaKadosh Baruch Hu suffers along, as we are told, Imo
Anochi BeTzara.

And again, it's very uncharacteristic that Dovid is offered to choose his sin. This is the
opportunity, part of the Nisayon given to Dovid, as the Ramad Valli points out, to make the
greatness of Dovid known in the very way in which he chooses which punishment to suffer,
without sense of self, without any agenda, but thinking even in this moment of the good of Klal
Yisrael and of the Kiddush Hashem.

Pasuk Yud Gimmel: TT 7x Ta Xa'1. Gad approaches Dovid 17 a1nx'1 17 a1 and he says to him
XX QY1 0w yaw )7 Kiann, would you choose seven years of drought in your land?

19T XINI )X 197 101 D'wTN nWY DN, or for three months you will be pursued by your
enemies? Or the third option, Jxxa 1271 oM nw?w nirn 1. There will be a pestilence, some
sort of epidemic in your land for three days.

12T 'N7W A'WKR N AR YT Ny, You choose and tell me what answer | should return back.

Pasuk Yud Dalet. 12 7x 1T w1, Says Dovid to Gad, tzar li me'od. The lightest of these is too
heavy.

NN 00 D ' T X1 N9, A tremendously poignant statement. Let us fall in the hands of
HaKadosh Baruch Hu because His compassion is great.

n79x 78 0TX TaI. And may | not fall into the hands of man. Dovid here with these words is
choosing from the three terrible misfortunes offered to him. He is choosing the magefa. He is
choosing the epidemic that will rip through Klal Yisrael. And as the meforshim explain his words
in this case, Dovid chose for his fortune to be most squarely and in the most raw way possible
only beyad Hashem and to leave no avenue to escape to any person or to leave a question
mark of who was behind that which he suffered.




As Rashi and Radak point out, were he to be chased by the sword, perhaps he could run away
to another nation. Were the land to be decimated by a drought, they could bring food from
elsewhere, whereas in the case of Dever, a pestilence, an epidemic, it would be most starkly the
fact that they were only left in the hands of HaKadosh Baruch Hu with no help available from
anybody else. Also, says Dovid, were he to be pursued by the sword, people could say about
Dovid Hu boteach be'giborav. He is trusting in his warriors and his strong men to protect him.

In the case of ra‘av (famine), Klal Yisrael could think Hu boteach be'oshro. Sure there's a
famine, the king is not hungry, he has his treasure houses. Says Dovid, |'lw 70nw 12T *7 nNnax
1. | would rather suffer with all of Klal Yisrael as an equal, with no privilege, with no escape.

And so again says Dovid, let us all be equal and let us all be equally in the hands of God.

‘N T2 N1 n'79). Let us suffer that which places us most directly in the hands of Hashem, ki
rabbim rachamav, because His compassion is great.

Passuk Tet Vav: 'xawn 121 'n nii. And indeed there was a plague that befell Klal Yisrael 2jpann
Tvin ny TI from the morning until the appointed time. The meforshim have various approaches
of how the original designated time of three days was actually reduced, again with tremendous
rachamim, with tremendous compassion, and there are various approaches of how much it was
reduced, whether it was only thirty-six hours, whether the smallest approach brought by 'an
'XNIr 11 ivnw is that it was just one hour.

But in just that one hour, w'x 928 D'vaw yaw X2 TVI [Tn DyN 0 D', seventy thousand Jews
died from the plague that befell them on that day.

Pasuk tet-zayin: nnnw? n'7win XM 1T Nl It is said in Sefer Divrei HaYamim, not here, that
the Melech Dovid actually saw the Malach HaMavet with his arms outstretched over
Yerushalayim.

And so this hand of the angel of death was beheld by Dovid as the meforshim point out (Radak,
Malbim). Dovid was able to see the angel of death approaching Yerushalayim because when he
saw it, he could pray, he could daven to halt him in his tracks. And as a result of this tefillah,
nYvIn 78 own ona'l. Hakadosh Baruch Hu reversed his decision nya n'nwnin I8'M% ' and he
said to this destructive angel, rav ata, you've taken too much.

Heref yadecha, hold back your hand. Says the Radak, dai bamagefa, it is enough with the
plague. Al tashchet Yerushalayim, do not destroy my beloved city Yerushalayim. The Radak
also quotes Chazal in 20 :n1>12 where they say, nnaw 210 710 XY XIn N2 wiITpn 17 0K, take
the greatest of them.

And at that time Avishai ben Tzeruiah, the erstwhile general of Dovid, brother of Yoav, who was
shakul (equal) to the majority of the entire Sanhedrin, he died in the plague. And it was the
death of this {zaddik that saved the rest of Klal Yisrael. Here we are at a tragic crossroads
where seventy thousand Jews have died including one of their greatest, Avishai ben Tzeruiah.




And the angel is seen by Dovid. Dovid davens and the angel halts in goren Aravna HaYevusi, at
the silo of an individual named Aravna HaYevusi.

And pasuk yud-zayin again displays the gadiut of Dovid: nonn XM NX INIXN2 DWUN 7R TIT NN
ny1, said Dovid when he saw that angel who was attacking the nation.

nx'l and he said, hinei anochi chatati. | am the one who sinned. V'anochi he'eveti. It is my
iniquity.lwy nn |x¥n n7x1, these sheep, Klal Yisrael, what have they done? 'ax nfaai a1 X2 ‘0N,
let Your hand strike in my home and in the home of my fathers, spare Klal Yisrael. Pasuk
yud-chet. We find over here again, as we said, a tremendous crossroads where there is death
and there is plague and there is loss. And then the plague is stopped. And in the most
marvelous way, that which is uncovered is the greatest bracha possible for Klal Yisrael at this
time and then on into eternity.

Pasuk yud-chet: xinn nia TIT 7x Ta X1, says Gad to Dovid on that day when the destructive
angel has been stopped and the plague is over.I7 "1~ and he says, [n122 nata Dwn? DN N7y
1020 MINX. In this spot where you stopped the angel, build a mizbeach, build an altar in the silo
of Aravna HaYevusi to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. To be clear, this was not just a mizbeach in the
day of Dovid to celebrate or thank Hakadosh Baruch Hu for the halting of this plague, of this
epidemic. But as is recorded in the parallel story in Sefer Divrei HaYamim x:2> (Chelek Aleph),
78w N7V7 Nat AT D7RN DWN N2 RIN AT TIT NN

This very place, the silo of Aravna HaYevusi, was the place in which Adam HaRishon had built
his mizbeach, was the spot in which Avraham Avinu had brought Yitzchak to the Akedah. It was
the spot in which Dovid built the mizbeach that would become the cornerstone of the ultimate
Beit HaMikdash. The plague killed out tens of thousands of Jews. The plague also revealed
what had been a secret until this time, the divinely ordained place, the Makom Beit HaMikdash.

If | can get personal for a moment, the first time that | taught this perek was supposed to be Beit
Knesset Yeshurun, which is where we learn Tanach together in Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh.
Instead | taught this via Zoom during the darkest days of Corona. It was tremendously moving to
be learning about a plague that was halted that revealed the makom beit habechirah. I'm
recording this today on the last day of Chol HaMoed Pesach.

There's an ultimatum from Trump, | think, hanging over the heads of the Iranians. And the secret
I've been keeping all along is how many of these classes have been halted mid-recording
because of sirens, where we ran to our safe room, and then | erased a bit and resumed. We're
again at a time that seems tremendously rich with what it can portend. And we've lost much on
the way.

The message here: The plague took so much from Klal Yisrael, but the gift that it gave them
was the makom beit habechirah, where that which they had lost became the greatest treasure.
We never, ever know how that which we suffer, or that which we sacrifice, or that which we give,
how much that plays into the ultimate yeshuah of Klal Yisrael. It's brought so clearly over here,




where in the greatest loss in the days of Dovid the greatest gift for the history of Klal Yisrael was
revealed. And now, for the remaining few pesukim in the sefer, that has to be formalized.

Pasuk yud tet: ‘0 nix q"wx 1221 TIT 7w, Dovid indeed got up as had been commanded by Gad
in the name of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

N¥IX 1'9X M7 INNW'I NINR KX 17V 0M2Y 1'TAY DREYMN DR R NN 9wt Aravnah sees the
king Dovid and his servants coming and he emerges, the meforshim tell us he had been hiding
from the plague, and he bowed down to the king.

1TV 78 1700 2T X2 yIm NINKR nr. Says Aravnah, “Why have you come?” And Dovid
explains.

‘N7 nam N7 nan nx nyn N7, | would like to buy from you your silo, to build an altar to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

oy 72vn noann xyni. And thus this plague will be stopped.

12'V2 210N 770 TR WU N TIT R NINKR nR. Says Aravnah to Dovid, you can take the silo, you
can take the wood that is here, take it all.

77 1'min nanx ma 'on. | will give it all to the king.

X 77X 0 ) 78 Nk k. And Aravnah gives a berachah to Dovid that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu will find favor with the offering Dovid offers. A generous offer on Aravnah's part.

Pasuk chaf daled: 7'nna nikn X 17 ' X7 n1NX 78 1700 nrel. Says the king to Aravnah, no,
no, no. This is not just a one-time mizbeach. This will be the place of the future Beit HaMikdash.

DIn Ni7y 77X ‘N7 n7ur X71. We will not take this for free. We will buy it at full price and it will
always be ours.

D'Ynn 0'77v 9022 Y7an nxian nx TIT |71, And Dovid indeed bought the silo and the cattle for
fifty shekels.

Pasuk chaf heh: The tremendously moving climax to a sefer that has related to us and
implanted within us the legacy of Dovid Melech Yisrael, Mashiach Elokei Yaakov, N'im Zemirot
Yisrael. Dovid, who yearned with his deepest soul to build the Beit HaMikdash, that which was
denied to him. But in his yearning gave to Klal Yisrael the language and the vehicle with which
we continue to yearn ever since then. The Bayit was destroyed. The yearning that is the gift of
Dovid is eternal and will lead us to the ultimate geulah. Here's the first step.

'n'7 natn T oW 1. In that very place which was again the starting place of the world, the
location of the Akedah, and the starting place of the ultimate beit habechirah. Dovid built an altar
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Vaya'al olot ushlamim, and he brought offerings before Hakadosh
Baruch Hu.




78w 2un noann xyni X7 n ', Hakadosh Baruch Hu accepted this offering and indeed the

plague was ended from upon Klal Yisrael. And with these words, hopefully that much closer to
the geulah, chazak chazak v'nitchazek.

| thank you deeply and with great heart, hoping to be dancing very shortly in the streets of
Yerushalayim. Thank you.
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Melachim Alef 1
Mrs. Michal Horowitz

Welcome to mi' 7371 nx naun with the OU Women's Initiative. My name is Michal Horowitz and
today we will be studying Sefer Melachim Aleph, Perek Aleph. So welcome to Sefer Melachim.
Sefer Melachim takes us from the end of the days and the end of the reign of Dovid Melech
Yisrael.

He is an old man, as we will see, and his lifetime and reign are over as we open the sefer, all
the way through, ultimately, Churban Bayis Sheini and Galus Bavel. The sefer begins very
beautifully in Perek Aleph. It's a lengthy perek- over fifty pesukim long, and it deals with the end
of the life of Dovid and who will be his successor.

17 DN' X71 D'TA2] 1IN10D' D' XA [T TIT 700l

We don't have time to go through every pasuk and | of course want to bring out a lesson for you
so some of the story that is narrated here we will have to paraphrase. And the king Dovid was
old, he was coming on in years, and they covered him with garments but he could not be
warmed. So they said, the servant said, that they will find a virgin maiden who will stand before
the king and will be for him a cover, somebody to warm him, and she will lie in his lap and the
king will be warmed. They look for a beautiful maiden in all the borders of Israel they find
Avishag HaShunamit and they bring her to the king, and she is very beautiful and she is for the
king a sochenet (attendant). She stands before the king as a cover, if you will, vatshersayu and
she served him, veHaMelech lo yeda'ah but the king was not intimate with her.

Now we come to the main part of the story which is who is going to take over the throne. Pasuk
Hey tells us: xwann ntan |2 nTxi, Adonijah the son of the king the son of Chagit was misnasei,
he was elevating himself saying, Ani emloch, “I will rule.”

1197 D'¥Y W' D'UNNID'WI91 2D 17 WYL

Not only did he say, “I will rule,” he took for himself chariots, he took horsemen, parashim is
horsemen, in other words chariots and horses with men to ride the horses and fifty men to run




before him. Now the problem was that Dovid HaMelech had never chastised him- 1rax 1axy x7i
n'wy N2> yiItn mK? Imm. The king never said to him “why are you doing this?”

TRN NN 210 KIN DAl - Also Adonijah was very handsome and he was born after Avshalom.

What does that mean? Avshalom and Adonijah were not maternal brothers. Chagit bore
Adonijah after Avshalom was born, however, Adonijah is the next eldest brother. After the two
eldest sons in the family, Steinzaltz Nevi'im explains, Amnon and Avshalom were killed,
Adonijah was Dovid's oldest surviving son, so he says “| am going to be the king next.” Not only
that, he takes prominent men from his father's assembly, if you will, to give him haskamah to
give him backing. He takes Yoav ben Tzeruiah, he takes Evyatar Kohen and they back
Adonijah.

However, Tzadok HaKohen, Benayahu ben Yehoyada and Natan HaNavi and Shimi, do not and
close confidants of Dovid do not back Adonijah. Not only that, Adonijah goes ahead and he
offers sacrifices, could you imagine! And he calls to all of his brethren the sons of the king and
he calls to all the men of Yehudah, the servants of the king. Now this has to be stopped because
of course we know the next king is going to be Shlomo and Natan HaNavi and Benayahu and
the mighty men and Shlomo were not called to the celebration that Adonijah made for himself.
And now Natan HaNavi comes to Batsheva the mother of Shlomo and he says, “Batsheva did
you not hear from the king? Have you not heard y1 X7 1T n2Tx1 n'an 2 1n21ITR 17 7 Batsheva
did you not hear that Adonijah made himself king and Dovid does not know about this?”

NXY N1 JXV'R X1 D7 NNyl

And now go, ve‘atah lechi, now go, iyatzach na eitzah, and save your soul and save your son
Shlomo. “You must go to the king!” Natan is telling Batsheva, and you have to say to him, “Is it
not my master king that you swore to your maidservant saying \nx qi'm' 712 nnw »? Did you
not say that Shlomo my son will rule after me *x0> 7y aw* x1n1? And he will sit upon my throne
umadua malach Adoniyahu? -Batsheva should say this- “Why is Adonijah ruling?”

Hinei odeich medabberet -remember Natan is still speaking to Batsheva- while you are
speaking there with the king, |, Natan, will come in after you and | will fortify your words, umileiti
es devaraich. | will fulfill your words. | will complete, | will fortify, | will strengthen your words.
Batsheva goes to the king as she has been instructed, to his inner chamber. VeHaMelech zaken
me'od, the king was very old- time is of essence. Who is going to be the next ruler?

3N N Nwn NN awani. Avishag HaShunamit is there, she is serving the king.
M7 INNWNI yawna Tpnl.

And Batsheva bowed to HaMelech, she bows down before the king, and the king says mah
lach, “Why are you here?” And she says “My master, you swore by Hashem your God to your
maidservant that Shlomo your son will rule after you and he will sit upon your throne. And now,
she says, 17n n1Tx mn nnyi, but now Adoniyah has become king, nyT X7 17nn 17X nnyi, and

10




now, my master the king, you don't even know this. And he has brought korbanos and he has
called all the sons of the king to come to him.

He's called Evyatar Hakohen, he's called Yoav Sar Hatzava, and but Shlomo he did not call.

37w x5 1w ' TR nnwi, but as for you, my master the king, the eyes of all Israel are
upon you, I'\NX 171N 1TR R0d 7V Aw' m pn? TanY. You have to tell the people who will sit upon
the throne of the master the king after the king.”

And we learn from here that a parent, a leader, a king in Israel has to make decisions, has to
make strong decisions. It's not helpful, often, to leave things undecided and ambiguous. It can
cause a rift in families, in our nation. A king has an obligation and a responsibility to stand firm
until his last day. Bat-Sheva is saying all of Israel is looking to you.

What do you decide? Don't leave us hanging. What will happen to us? While she's still speaking
to him, Nassan Hanavi comes before the king, he bows down before the king. And Nassan
backs her up and he says: 'x0> 7v aw' XiInl INX 7'M n2TR DR ANR? Nassan says to Dovid,
“Did you say Adoniyah will become king after me? Did you say he will sit on your throne?
Because he has gone down today. He has brought sacrifices. He called all the sons of the king.
He called the head of the army. He called Evyatar Kohen. They are eating, they are drinking
before him, they're having a celebratory feast of the king. They are saying yechi hamelech
Adoniyahu. Is this what you want? |Is that what you want?” And then Nassan says, “And me, and
Tzadok Hakohen, Benayahu ben Yehoyada, and Shlomo, we were not called to this party. Is this
from you?

NTN 127N NN )70 TR DR DX? Is this matter from you? Is this really who you want to succeed
you? And you did not let anyone know, you did not let your servant know who will sit upon your
throne?” And the king Dovid says, “Call to me Bat-Sheva.”

And she comes before the king and she stands before the king and he takes an oath and he
says by God, n1x 7on 'wo1 nT9 "wX nwin 'n. Dovid in his old age and his weakness, remember
we learned that he is very old, he takes an oath by Hashem who has redeemed my soul from all
tzara.

KT IR IR N2 Y7 'Mvawl WD D, just like Bat-Sheva | took an oath in the name of
Hashem God to you saying, nx 1'm' 112 nn7w », that Shlomo my son will rule after me, xini
mnn 'xod 7w awr. He will sit on my throne under me, ntn nI'n nwWuX | . This is what will happen
this day.”

And Bat-Sheva gives thanks, she bows down with her face to the ground, and she bows down
before the king, and Bat-Sheva says n721y7 11T 1n 171X 'n'. May my master the king Dovid live
forever.

Vayomer hamelech Dovid, now Dovid gives very specific instructions.
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We're in pasuk lamed-bet: 7' 197 INIQ'T YTIN' |2 101271 X210 N7 [N0N PITX? "7 K. He calls
his closest confidants, his most important men and he says to them: n>17Tx "Tay nX Doy 1INy

7 9wx NTI9N 7 12 Nn7w nxk onadnl. Now he gives very specific instructions. Take my
servants, ride Shlomo upon my mule, upon my own mule, [In'a 78 NI oDnTINI. Take him down
to the Gichon Springs. | absolutely love this. How many of us have gone to the excavations in Ir
Dovid? Not once, not twice, maybe three, maybe four times. How many of us have walked
through? I'm recording this on Chol Hamoed Pesach Taf Shin Pe-Vav, and last Pesach Taf Shin
Pe-He | was zocheh to be with my family to have the zchus to be in Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh.
And one of the things we did, we went again to the southern wall excavations, we went to Ir
Dovid, we walked through the Gichon, the freezing waters of the Gichon Springs. How many of
us have been to these waters? Our history is so alive, our history is forever and ever yax n7 |'x
NINK.

And Shlomo is to be anointed by the Gichon Springs. Dovid says, Umashach oto sham, and
anoint him there. By the way, parenthetically, something beautiful, Rav Soloveitchik brings down
based on the Gemara, a very beautiful idea: Why do we do Tashlich by water on Rosh
Hashanah? The essence of Rosh Hashanah is coronation day. The essence of Rosh Hashanah
is not about us, it's about Hashem as melech. xw+iI DY X0D 7V 2AwI'n 1'Mmin vOWNN 17N, Rosh
Hashanah is about coronation day. And the ancient kings of Israel, the Gemara says, were
anointed by water.

Rav Soloveitchik says, why do we do Tashlich by water? Because we are coronating Hashem
as melech. Where should Shlomo be anointed? By the Gichon Springs! And there he will be

anointed. Not only that, says Dovid, but you should blow the shofar and you should say, yechi
hamelech Shlomo. You should come up after the anointing and he should sit upon my throne.

He will rule instead of me, and he | have appointed to be leader over Israel and Yehudah. And
Benayahu ben Yehoyada answers the king and he says, 71'mn 217X 'R bwin k' D nx. And
this is affirmed, they know that this is the word of Hashem through Dovid Hamelech, and they
say, pasuk lamed zayin: “Just like Hashem was with my master the king (meaning Dovid), so
God will be with Shlomo, and his throne will be greater than the throne of my master the king
Dovid.” Every parent wants his child or his student to be even better, to surpass him.

And Tzadok HaCohen, Natan Hanavi, and Benayahu ben Yehoyada go down and they take
servants of the king, they ride Shlomo upon the mule of the king Dovid, and they take him to the
Gichon. And Tzadok HaCohen takes the horn of shemen, the keren hashemen, the special flask
of oil from the special tent that Dovid has erected (remember, the Beit Hamikdash is not yet
built) where the Aron is housed, and he anoints Shlomo, and they blast the shofar, and all of the
nation says yechi Hamelech Shlomo! And all the nation goes up after the anointing, n'77nn nyni
71T NN D'NRYI 0Y7'7N2.

There are musical instruments, there are dances, there's great rejoicing. Vatibaka ha'aretz
bekolem. Wow, not like Korach, when it was negative and the land shook. Now the ground
shook from the joy of the new king in Israel!
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Vayishma Adoniyahu. Uh oh. Adoniyahu hears, and everybody who was with him, and all of a
sudden they stop eating. And Yoav hears the sound of the shofar. What is this sound of the
shofar? What is this sound of the city in a tumult?

N2 |NON NN [ M aTA T, Yonatan comes to Adoniyahu's party. Adoniyahu says, "Ah,
you are a mighty warrior, you surely have a besura tova for me. "wan 2a10. You have something
good to tell me, Adoniyahu says to |ndn Wnax 2 M.

Yonatan says, "No, actually, | do not have the news you want to hear." nx 1"7n TIT 10 mITX
nn?7v. “I'm here to tell you that our master King Dovid has anointed Shlomo. And he sent with
him Tzadok HaCohen, Natan Hanavi, Benayahu ben Yehoyada, and he was ridden upon the
royal mule. And Tzadok HaCohen who anointed him and Natan Hanavi went down to the
Gichon, and when they came up from the anointing, smeichim, they were rejoicing.

Listen very carefully, I'm in pasuk mem hei: [In'aa 71'm% X210 [N [N2N ITY INIK INWN',
Vayimshachu oto, and they anointed him, Tzadok HaKohen and Natan HaNavi, lamalech, they
anointed him as king, baGichon in the Gichon spring.

DRYNY WX 7igDd XD D70 DORI D'HRY DYN 174. ..

Vaya'alu misham samechim, and after the anointing by the water they went up from there
rejoicing, vatehom hakyria and the city was in a big tumult. The city was overjoyed.

Dnynw WK 71pn Kin -this is the voice that you have heard. And Shlomo sits upon the royal
throne. And the servants of the king have come to bless the master King Dovid saying '77x aov
Mwn Nn7v Dy NX 07X, may God make Shlomo's name even better than your name.

7N0DN IXOD NX 7TA- may his throne be greater than your throne, 2ownan 2y 7'mn Innw'i- and the
king bowed down when he said this.

The end is that very interestingly, Adoniyahu, instead of rebelling, his men leave him. Adoniyahu
is afraid from Shlomo. He holds onto the horns of the mizbe'ach as a sign of fear. He wants to
be absolved and he is trying to show that he is not going to rebel against the king. And Shiomo
gets a message saying “Adoniyahu is afraid of the King Shlomo. He is holding onto the horns of
the altar as a place of refuge, and he's afraid that the king's going to put him to death by sword
for rebelling against him (mored bamalchut).”

And Shlomo says nni 12 R¥xnN NYY ORI NXIX MY 79 X7 7'n 27 n'n' ox. Shlomo HaMelech
says if he will be honorable, a ben chayil, being faithful to the king, then not even a hair of his
will fall to the ground. But if his intentions are evil he will be put to death. And the King Shlomo
sends for Adonijahu, and they take Adoniyahu from upon the mizbe'ach and he comes and
bows before the King Shlomo. It's to the credit of Adoniyahu that he does not insist on
maintaining his stance, even if it was /o lishma because he doesn't want to be put to death,
ultimately he gives kavod to the melech.
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N7 17 Nn7w 17 "R -and Shlomo says go to your house i.e. if you are not planning to revolt |
will not do any harm to you.

| want to point out something amazing, that after Shlomo has been anointed the pasuk says in
pasuk mem hei (I read it to you already, listen again): |In'aa 771 X210 N1 [NDN PITY INK INWNY
NN onNi 0'nnw own 17V, The city was tumultuous. The city was exuberant. The city was in a
state of fervor and shock and upheaval, if you will.

| want you to listen very carefully to Megillas Rus, perek aleph, pasuk yud tes, after Na’ami and
Rus come. Remember, Na’ami married Elimelech, who died because they left Beis Lechem
Yehuda, Elimelech from the tribe of Yehuda whose cousin Boaz will ultimately marry Rus and
establish a name for the deceased. From Boaz and Rus comes Oved, from Oved comes Yishai,
from Yishai comes Dovid, from Dovid comes Shlomo Melech Yisrael. What happens when
Na’ami and Rus come back from Beis Lechem Yehuda? You have to hear this- perek alef pasuk
yud tes in the book of Rus:

DNY? N NN TV DN N1d7NI - They're (Rus and Na’ami) coming back to Beis Lechem
Yehuda.

nn? N nx 1. Remember this story (Rus) occurs in the days of Shoftim. In today’s perek,
in Melachim Alef, we’re talking about Shlomo Ha-Melech, and we're talking here about Rus who
will marry Boaz who will have Oved, Yishai, Dovid, Shlomo Melech Yisrael.

nn7 N naxd . It is when they come back to Beis Lechem Yehuda.
D2y 'Wn 7D DNl

Whoa. It is the exact same letters and the exact same spelling: nhnl. When Na’ami and Rus
come back, Rus perek alef pasuk yud tes and Melachim Alef perek alef pasuk mem hei.

When Shlomo comes up to the city, Vatehom Ha-Kirya. When Rus and Na’ami come back,
Dn*7v ' ' ninni. Vatomeru Ha-Zot Naomi.

DN'72V 'Y 7D DInnl.

The city is astonished about both of them. When Shlomo is anointed, the city is astonished.
Shlomo was not the next oldest son. Adoniyahu was the next oldest son.

Na’ami left wealthy and came back destitute and barefoot and impoverished. Her husband and
sons, Machlon and Chilyon, and all of her flocks are gone. She comes back with nothing except
a Moavi daughter-in-law. Is she ever going to have redemption? Will Shlomo, a younger son,
actually rule over Adoniyahu? |07y 2w 75 ninni. The city was astonished over these women.

Vatehom Ha-Kirya. The city was astonished over King Shlomo. | think that there is a very, very
powerful lesson here, and remember, Rus is the great-great grandmother of Shlomo. And here
we're talking about her great-great grandson and his anointing. | think that the Nach here, the
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Nevi'im and the Kesuvim are teaching us a very powerful lesson. We often don't know where the
redemption will come from. We envision a redemption will look exactly like this, redemption will
look exactly like that. It'll happen this way, it'll happen that way, it'll come from this and it'll come
from this and Hashem says you have your w'x 271 niawnn nian, but | have nipn x'n 'n nxyi. You
think someone as destitute as Na’ami from the family of Elimelech who brings back a Moavi
daughter-in-law is ever going to have any personal or national redemption? You will see what
will come from him.

Hashem says everyone has to leave everything up to me. And we have to realize that | think
that this is a chizuk for our times as well. We don't know how or when the geulah will come. And
sometimes we might be astonished by how events unfold, but we have to continue to trust in
Ha-Kadosh Baruch Hu and trust that one day soon Be-ezras Hashem that same astonishment
that was there when Rus and Na’ami from the family of Elimelech, Malchus Beis Yehuda, came
back to town, the same astonishment that was felt after Shlomo comes up from the Gichon
springs, wnn aNpa own n1tva, we should be zocheh to have that same 2xw' ny 75 ninmni,
Melech Ha-Mashiach when the seed of Dovid and the seed of Shlomo, nnnn 1Tav TIT NNy NX
nmxn, the ultimate Geulah from the family of Beis Lechem Yehuda, to Boaz, to Rus, to Oved, to
Yishai, to Dovid, to Shlomo 11'n'a anpa owin natva, vatehom, we will have an astonishment of
joy and we will be semechim and we will blast the shofar and once again we will anoint the king
by the Gichon spring in Yerushalayim Habnuya.

May Hashem grant them the koach and wisdom to lead Klal Yisrael and bring us closer to
Hashem in the coming of Mashiach bimheira beyameinu, amen. Thank you so much for learning
with me. | look forward to learning with you again tomorrow.

Have a wonderful day.
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