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	_______, 2025
	



[bookmark: To][Utility Company Contact Information]


[bookmark: Re]Re:	______ Eruv
[bookmark: Salutation]
Dear ______:
[bookmark: swiBeginHere]
	We represent _______, a not-for-profit organization. On behalf of ____, we are requesting permission to complete the eruv in ___. Without cost or burden to ______, this meaningful arrangement will allow observant Jewish residents to participate fully in community life on the Sabbath and certain holidays. Below is an overview of eruvin (the plural of “eruv”).

	An eruv is an unobtrusive and unbroken demarcation of an area, usually comprised mainly of existing utility wires, fences, walls, and natural slopes. Eruvin are established to allow the carrying or pushing of objects from a private domain, such as a home, to the public domain on the Sabbath and certain holidays. Jewish law prohibits doing so without an eruv. Accordingly, without an eruv, those who observe these restrictions are unable to leave their homes on these days to attend services at synagogue or be with family and friends if they are, for example, pushing a baby stroller or wheelchair, or carrying essential items such as prayer books, keys, medications, or even a bottle of water. Eruvin are virtually inconspicuous, purely religious in purpose, and do not affect the function, safety, or accessibility of poles or equipment. 

As part of maintaining our eruv, we are seeking permission to attach thin, nearly invisible strips and/or wires to certain utility poles and fences under your ownership. We understand the importance of protecting your property and ensuring safety – these attachments are lightweight, nonintrusive, and do not interfere with the operation, safety, or maintenance of your equipment. Our community will cover all costs of materials, installation, and maintenance and we are prepared to provide proof of insurance and indemnification if required. Similar agreements with utility companies have been reached in many cities across the United States where eruvin have been safely maintained for decades in full cooperation with utilities and municipalities. [Optional: The first eruv in the United States was established in 1894 in the city of St. Louis, Missouri. Since then at least thirty-three out of the fifty states now contain one or more municipalities with an eruv, including 23 out of the 25 largest metropolitan areas in the United States.[footnoteRef:1]] [1:  Communities with eruvin include, among many others: Phoenix, Scottsdale, Chandler, Guadalupe, and Tempe, Arizona; Denver, Colorado; Las Vegas, Nevada; Park City, Utah; Berkeley, Irvine, La Jolla, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Oakland, Palo Alto, San Diego, San Francisco, and San Jose, California; Portland and Eugene, Oregon; Austin, Dallas, Houston, and San Antonio, Texas; Seattle and Mercer Island, Washington; and Washington, D.C.; Omaha, Nebraska; Overland Park, Kansas; Metairie and New Orleans, Louisiana; Birmingham, Alabama; Louisville, Kentucky; Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Columbus, Ohio; Ann Arbor, Southfield, Oak Park, and West Bloomfield Township, Michigan; Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota; Chicago, Buffalo Grove, Glenview-Northbrook, Champaign-Urbana, Highland Park, and Skokie, Illinois; Indianapolis and South Bend, Indiana; Memphis and Nashville, Tennessee; Fairfax, Norfolk, and Richmond, Virginia; Durham, North Carolina; Columbia and Charleston, South Carolina; Atlanta and Savannah Georgia; Aventura, Bal Harbour, Boca Raton, Boca Raton North, Boynton Beach, Coconut Grove, Cooper City, Coral Springs, Deerfield Beach, Delray Beach, Ft. Lauderdale, Hallandale, Highland Lakes, Hollywood/Fort Lauderdale, Jacksonville, Miami, North Miami Beach, Orlando, Parkland, Century Village, and Sunny Isles Beach, Florida; Annapolis, Baltimore, Olney, Chevy Chase, Potomac, College Park, and Silver Spring, Maryland; Allentown, Bensalem, Elkins Park, Harrisburg, Scranton, Wilkes-Barre, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and Lower Merion, Pennsylvania; Westhampton Beach, Southampton, Quogue, Huntington, Stony Brook, Patchogue, East Northport, Merrick, Mineola, North Bellmore, Plainview, Great Neck, Valley Stream, West Hempstead, Long Beach, Atlantic Beach, Lido Beach, Roslyn, Searingtown, Forest Hills, Kew Gardens, Belle Harbor, Holliswood, Jamaica Estates, New Rochelle, Scarsdale, White Plains, Albany, and Manhattan, New York; Cherry Hill, East Brunswick, Englewood, Fort Lee, Maplewood, Paramus, Passaic-Clifton, Rutherford, Teaneck, Edison, West Orange, Long Branch, Tenafly, and Ventnor, New Jersey; Bridgeport, Norwalk, Norwich, Stamford, New Haven, Waterbury, and West Hartford, Connecticut; Boston, Cambridge, Springfield, and Worcester, Massachusetts; and Providence, Rhode Island. ] 



	[If you think the utility company will need additional information points, you can add any or all of the following items:
· X% of the eruv is already in place due to existing structures and barriers and the remaining Y% will be completed in an unobtrusive manner.
· Nearly all residents that live within an eruv, aside from orthodox Jews, are likely not even aware of its existence.
· Every court to have considered this matter has determined that the creation of an eruv is a neutral accommodation of religious practice. See Jewish People for the Betterment of Westhampton Beach v. Vill. of Westhampton Beach, 778 F.3d 390, 395 (2d Cir. 2015); East End Eruv Ass’n v. Town of Southampton, et al., No. 14-21124, 2015 WL 4160461 (N.Y. Sup. Ct. Suffolk Cty. June 30, 2015); Tenafly Eruv Ass’n v. Borough of Tenafly, 309 F.3d 144, 176 (3d Cir. 2002), cert denied 539 U.S. 942 (2003); ACLU v. City of Long Branch, 670 F. Supp. 1293, 1295 (D.N.J. 1987); Smith v. Community Bd. No. 14, 491 N.Y.S.2d 584, 586 (N.Y. Sup. Ct. 1985) aff’d 133 A.D.2d 79 (2d Dept. 1987).]


[bookmark: Closing]We would greatly appreciate the opportunity to meet with you to discuss completing the eruv in _____. We are available at your earliest possible convenience to answer any questions.

Very truly yours,

______
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