
1

02 WALO, Urban Living 123

05 Hunziker Areal, More than Housing 331

04 Limmatfeld, Living at the Edge of Town 259

01 Habitat, Student Housing 15

03 Buchegg Neighborhood, Living with Noise 195

Contents Projects

Forewords
Nele Dechmann, Ludovic Balland, Anne Kaestle, Dan Schürch 4

Niklas Maak
Houses for a Different World 8

Appendix 403



2

Glossary of Topics

Habitat
Living quality despite noise 48
Pasaje 49
Mixeduse 50
Windowniches 53
Courtyards as spaces of communication 56
Outdoor living room 58
Six and sevenoccupants 62
Twoand four occupants 63
Retreat andcommunity 64
Adjustable lights 66
Veneeredplywoodpaneling 68
Activated groundfloor 70
Laundromat 72

WALO
Location 144
Volumetry 145
Façade 146
Construction 148
Intertwining 150
Mockup 152
City apartment 160
Insights andoutlooks 161
Granulation 164
Lighting 166

Buchegg
Startingpoint 218
The surroundings 219
Designprinciples 220
Interlocking 222
Construction 224
Textile expression 226
Timber element construction 228
Interweaving 234
Orientation 235
Outdoor spaces 236
Exterior views 238

Limmatfeld
Context 282
Façadeprinciples 284
Color scheme 285
Garden room 288
Twocourtyards 292
Roomconfiguration 297
Type Iwith galley kitchen 298
Type II with kitchendiner 299
Neighborhoodusage 300
Texture 302

More than Housing
Urbandesign 364
Guidelines 365
Open space 367
Figure andground 369
Ground-floor choreography 373
Cluster building 376
BuildingM 380
Neighborhood 386
Piranesi 388
Single-brickmasonry 390
Façade, BuildingA 392
Façade, BuildingM 394
Unity anddiversity 396

With the gender degree symbol ° we aim to
indicate that the full spectrum of gender
identities is included. What could be better
as a symbol of inclusion than a small circle?1
Wealso settledon thegender circle for formal
reasons: the symbol is distinct enough to not
go unnoticed, but it still blends in well with
the overall typeface.
1 Thedegree symbol ° is amathematical
unit fromthe sexagesimal systemwhere thenumber
60 is the basis of the arithmetic system. It was first
used over 5,000 years ago by the Sumerians and
later by theBabylonians andweuse it todaymainly
to measure time, temperature, and geometric
angles. Thedegree symbol °was alsoused inGerman-
speaking countries to abbreviate the “Rute,” a
historical unit of length. Since its exact length was
never standardized, different countries and pro-
fessions have defined different lengths between
three and nine meters for one “Rute.” It is exactly
this semantic imprecision that we think reflects
well the diversity of the gender spectrum. At the
same time, it is an expression of the balancing act
between the desire for diversity and the need for
simplicity.
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