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Agenda

• OSHA Hierarchy of Controls
• Types of Personal Protective Equipment –

PPE 
• Respiratory Protection – Loose-fitting vs. 

Tight-fitting Facepieces
• Respiratory Protection Plans
• Identifying Genuine Products
• Identifying Counterfeit Products
• Questions?
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OSHA Hierarchy of Controls

Elimination/
Substitution

Engineering 
Controls

Administrative 
Controls/Work Practices

Personal Protective 
Equipment - PPE
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Eliminates exposure before it 
can occur

Requires physical 
change to workplace

Requires worker or 
employer to DO 

something

Requires worker 
to WEAR 

something
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Types of Personal Protective Equipment – PPE 
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Loose-fitting Facepieces

“Loose-fitting facepieces means a respiratory inlet covering 
that is designed to form a partial seal with the face.”
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Tight-Fitting Facepieces

“Tight-fitting facepiece means a respiratory inlet 
covering that forms a complete seal with the face.”

6



CA License #0814733  |  Poms & Associates Insurance Brokers

Tight-fitting Facepieces – Issues Caused by Wear

• Headache
• Shortness of Breath
• Hyperventilation
• Unconsciousness
• Asphyxiation
• Death
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Tight-fitting Facepieces – Health Conditions to 
Consider

• Asthma
• Emphysema
• Congestive Heart Failure
• Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease 

(COPD)
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Elements of a Respiratory Protection Plan

1. Selecting Equipment
2. Medical Evaluations
3. Fit Testing
4. Proper Use
5. Cleaning, Disinfecting, Storing, Inspecting, 

Repairing, Discarding and Other Maintenance
6. Adequate air quality, quantity and flow for 

Atmosphere-supplying respirators
7. Training
8. Program Evaluation
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More information in Handouts
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Identifying Genuine Products – Correct Exterior Markings
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Identifying Genuine Products

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/d
isp_part/default.html
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
NIOSH – Approved Particulate Filtering Facepiece Respirators

Manufacturer/Supplier: 3M
Model Number: 8210
Approval Number: TC – 84A-0007

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/disp_part/default.html


CA License #0814733  |  Poms & Associates Insurance Brokers

CDC Website – NIOSH Approved Particulate Filtering Facepiece Respirators
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CDC Website – NIOSH Approved Particulate Filtering Facepiece Respirators
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CDC Website – NIOSH Approved Particulate Filtering Facepiece Respirators
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CDC Website – NIOSH Approved Particulate Filtering Facepiece Respirators
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CDC Website – NIOSH Approved Particulate Filtering Facepiece Respirators
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CDC Website – NIOSH Approved Particulate Filtering Facepiece Respirators
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CDC Website – NIOSH Approved Particulate Filtering Facepiece Respirators
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Identifying Counterfeit Products

• No Markings at all on the Filtering Facepiece 
Respirator (FFR)

• No Approval (TC) Number on the FFR or Headband
• No NIOSH Markings
• NIOSH Spelled Incorrectly (or incorrect format)
• Presence of Decorative Fabric or Other Decorative 

Add-Ons (i.e. Sequins)
• Claims for the Approval for Children (NIOSH does not 

approve any type of respiratory protection for 
children)

• Filtering Facepiece Respirator has Ear Loops instead 
of Headbands
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• No Markings at all on the Filtering Facepiece 
Respirator (FFR)
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Identifying Counterfeit Products

Photos – from CDC
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• No Approved (TC) Number on the FFR or Headband
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Identifying Counterfeit Products

Photos – from CDC
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• No NIOSH Markings
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Identifying Counterfeit Products

Photos – from CDC
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• NIOSH Spelled Incorrectly (or incorrect format)
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Identifying Counterfeit Products

Photos – from CDC
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• Presence of Decorative Fabric or Other Decorative 
Add-Ons (i.e. Sequins)
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Identifying Counterfeit Products

Photos– from CDC

Photos – from Amazon
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• Claims for the Approval for Children (NIOSH does 
not approve any type of respiratory protection for 
children)
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Identifying Counterfeit Products

Photos – from CDC
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• Filtering Facepiece Respirator has Ear Loops 
instead of Headbands
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Identifying Counterfeit Products

Photos – from CDC
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Examples of Counterfeits Currently on Sale – Amazon
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Examples of Counterfeits Currently on Sale – Amazon 
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Examples of Counterfeits Currently on Sale – Home 
Depot
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Identifying Genuine Products – Correct Exterior 
Markings
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Disclaimer

Disclaimer: This briefing has been prepared by Poms & Associates Insurance 
Brokers, LLC to provide information on recent developments of interest to 

our clients. It is not intended to offer legal or regulatory advice for a 
particular situation. Events are rapidly developing during this national state 
of emergency, and best practices are constantly changing. We recommend 
that individuals and entities carefully monitor and follow health directives of 

the WHO and CDC, along with federal, state and local authorities.

Please visit our website at www.pomsassoc.com or call us at 818-449-9300
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http://www.pomsassoc.com/
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