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PL AY -
CE





Meet Play-ce...

with a vision fueled by empathy and a desire 
to make a difference. Play-ce envisioned a city 
where the act of playing/working out could 

seamlessly coexist with compassion and care for 
the homeless community. This vision material-

ized in the form of a  design that would attach 
onto existing gym equipment, unfolding into a 

bed-like structure at night.
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The current housing crisis is a result of var-
ious socioeconomic factors, has engulfed 
the city, leaving many residents struggling 
to find affordable and suitable housing.

At the heart of it lies the acute shortage of 
housing supply. With a rapidly growing pop-
ulation, fueled by both domestic migration 
and international immigration, the demand 
for housing has skyrocketed. However, the 
construction of new homes has failed to 
keep pace, exacerbating the problem. Over 
the past decade, London has witnessed a 
surge in property prices, far outstripping the 
rate of income growth, rendering home-
ownership an elusive dream for many.

London housing crisis is not merely a hous-
ing problem but a symptom of deeper sys-
temic issues relating to urban planning, so-
cioeconomic inequality, and housing policy. 
Without decisive action, the crisis threatens 
to further deepen the divide between the 
haves and the have-nots, eroding its social 
fabric. Our project should not be seen as a 
permanent solution but rather as a propos-
al, highlighting the range of possibilities 
open to us in tackling this crisis if we work 
together as communities.
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AND NIGHT FALLS...



AND NIGHT FALLS...
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One of the primary reasons behind this 
housing shortage is the intricate web of 
planning regulations and bureaucratic hur-
dles that stifle development. Stringent 
zoning laws, conservation efforts, and com-
plex approval processes have hindered the 
construction of new homes, particularly af-
fordable housing units. As a result, London 
finds itself in the grip of a housing market 
where demand far surpasses supply, driving 
up prices and exacerbating the affordability 
crisis.

The impact of this crisis is felt most acutely in 
certain boroughs, where populations are 
disproportionately affected. Boroughs such 
as Westminster, Kensington and Chelsea, 
and Camden, known for their prime loca-
tion and high property values, have wit-
nessed a surge in homelessness and housing 
insecurity. The juxtaposition of opulent man-
sions and towering skyscrapers with make-
shift shelters and overcrowded accommo-
dations epitomizes the stark inequality that 
plagues the city.

According to Department for Levelling Up, 
the number of households in temporary 
accommodation in London has reached 
staggering levels, surpassing 100,000 in 
2023. 104,510 households were found to 
be living in temporary accommodation – up 
10 per cent from 2022. This includes over 
64,000 (64,940) households with children. 
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1. 6pm onwards

2. locate play-ce

3. unfold

4. sleep

5. 6am onwards

6. fold

7. clean
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rainy, windy, too light, more privacy...
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Where can you find a play-ce ?
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London SE1 3FT

 London SW8 1JB

London SE1 5RZ

London SE5 7SQ

Kennington Park Rd, London SE11 4AS

London SE5 8HT

50 Mountearl Gardens, London SW16 2NP

9 Victoria Embankment, London WC2N 5AQ
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zzz.

In response to these challenges, policymak-
ers and housing advocates have called for 
urgent action to address the root causes of 
the crisis. Measures such as increasing invest-
ment in affordable housing, streamlining 
planning processes, and implementing rent 
controls have been proposed to allevi-
ate the strain on London’s housing market. 
However, tackling such a multifaceted issue 
requires concerted efforts from both the 
government and private sector, along with 
a commitment to prioritizing the needs of 
Londoners over profit margins.

London housing crisis is not merely a hous-
ing problem but a symptom of deeper sys-
temic issues relating to urban planning, so-
cioeconomic inequality, and housing policy. 
Without decisive action, the crisis threatens 
to further deepen the divide between the 
haves and the have-nots, eroding its social 
fabric. Our project should not be seen as a 
permanent solution but rather as a propos-
al, highlighting the range of possibilities 
open to us in tackling this crisis if we work 
together as communities.

 

 

 


