
IRS Federal Payment Instructions 

Step 1: Go to irs.gov/payments 
 

Step 2: Select from one of the 2 options: 
-​ Pay from your bank account (Recommended) 
-​ Debit card, credit card or digital wallet 
-​  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(If you selected Debit or Credit Card, skip to Step 9) 
Step 3: Select “Pay individual tax” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://irs.gov/payments
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Step 4: Click the “Make a Payment” button 
 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 
 
​ ​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Step 5: Using the drop down arrows make the following selections: 
Reason for Payment - Balance Due 
Apply Payment To - Income Tax - Form 1040 
Tax Period for Payment - (Select applicable year) 
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Step 6: Verify your identity. Please note that your address must match that year’s tax return. 
Then hit “Continue” to proceed to the next step. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Step 7: Payment information. Follow the instructions to enter your payment amount, and date. 
Be sure to use an email address that you have access to, and hit continue. 
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Step 8: Electronic Signature. Follow the instructions to sign and authorize the payment and then 
hit “Submit” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(If you paid with a Bank Account then congratulations, you are done!) 
Step 9: (Only if you’re paying with a credit or debit card) 
Select either Pay1040 or ACI Payments, Inc based on your need. The full list of supported cards 
for each service is listed below. Hit the “Make a payment” button to proceed. 
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Step 10: Click “Pay Now” Or “Pay” under the “Personal Tax” option on whichever option you 
selected from above and follow the instructions to make the appropriate payment. 
 
Pay1040: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OR 
 
ACI Payments: 
 


