
 
Individual tax filers, regardless of income, can use Free File to electronically request an 
automatic tax-filing extension. You can also use this form to paper-file your extension. 

 

1. Go to https://www.irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-taxes-for-free 

2. Click on blue “Use Free File Fillable Forms” button 

3. Click on blue “Start Free File Fillable Forms” button 

4. Click on blue “Start Free File Fillable Forms” button again 

5. Create an account with an email address, user id, mobile phone number and 

password. **It will ask you to verify the new account by either text or email. 

6. After filling in each field on the “Create An Account” page, click the blue “Create 

Account” button at the bottom of the page. 

7. Once logged in, click on the light blue “File Extension” button at the top left of 

screen 

 

8. Fill out the applicable boxes on form 4868 

 



 
9. If you owed the IRS in 2021, we recommend you make a similar payment with 

your extension and you would enter that amount on line 4. Leave it as zero if you 

don’t think you owe or do not want to make a payment with your extension. 

10. If you made and estimated payments for 2022, please add them up and enter 

that total for line 5. 

11. Subtract the amount on line 5 from the amount on line 4 and enter that total on 

line 6. 

12. If you are making a payment with your extension, enter the amount on line 7. 

13. For lines 8 & 9, please check if either situation is applicable to you. 

14. Click on STEP 2. E-file Your Extension Form

 

15. If you wish to file a paper Form 4868, print the Form 4868 that you just 

completed (include a check or money order of your payment if applicable) and 

then mail to the appropriate address in the instructions on next page. 

OR  

Fill out the remaining sections on the “E-File Your Extension” page in order to 

electronically file your extension. Once you are finished with these sections, you 

can click the green “Continue to E-File” button shown below to finish. 

 

 

 


