
Kangra Fort  

 
 Introduction :  

 
 A mute witness to the chequered history of hilly region, the fort has 

many a time a victim of insatiable human greed and natural calamities 
 

 Precariously, perched on a hilltop at 2494 feet, this impregnable 
architectural marvel commands a captivating view: against the 
backdrop of the snowy Dhauladhar summits, the sprawling Kangra 
valley unfolds an aura of spectacular sights and scenes. 
 

 Kangra fort is the largest fort in the Himalayas and according to 
Archaeological survey of India it is the 8th largest fort in India – 
covering an area of 463 acres. 
 

 A popular legend has it that the fort is erected over the Ear of a 
Demon, called Jalandhara, who was killed by Lord Shiva and was 
buried under the mountain here. Another legend has it that The fort is 
India’s oldest dated fort, said to be built around 3,500 years ago by 
Maharaja Susharma Chandra, a descendent of the Katoch family – 
Royal Rajput family of Kangra. He is believed to have fought the 
Mahabharata battle for Kauravas. 
 

 History:  
 

 The royal fort was founded by the Rajput family. Rajachand Bhumi 
Chand in 4300 BC laid the foundation stone of the fort. Legend, has it 
that there was a time when Goddess Ambika – a form of Goddess 
Parvati was fighting a ferocious battle. After the defeat of Kauravas, 
Susharma Chandra didn’t return to his capital in Multan but came to 
Kangra fort along with his soldiers. He took Tirgarta under his control 
and built the fort to protect his kingdom. 



 

 

Figure 1  Kangra Fort 

 

 Excerpt from the past: 
 
 “You must pass through the gate leg first, never lead with your head 
because if there’s an enemy on the other side, you might lose your 
head.” – this tip was given to Tikaraj Aishwarya Katoch, the present 
scion of the erstwhile Katoch dynasty by his Grandfather while 
entering the entry gate called Ranjit Sing Gate, when he first visited 
the fort. 
      

 Attacks on the fort: The fort, which is somewhat like a typical 
medieval European castle, has been subjected to mass plundering by 
Muslim, Afghan and other Marauders 
 

 Mahmud Ghaznavi invaded Kangra in A.D 1009, driven by an 
insatiable desire to conquer Kangra, captured the fort, looted it’s 



riches. History corroborates that Ghaznavi returned home with lot of 
jewels, precious stones, diamonds, gold, silver and other valuables 
that he had plundered from the fort of Kangra and temple. It is said 
that the caravan of camels ferrying loads of wealth was nearly a mile 
long. 
 

 Mohammed Tughlaq, who stormed Kangra and seized the fort in A.D 
1337  from the then king, Prithi Chand. Later, Purab Chand, who 
succeeded him, captured the fort. Then Raja Roop Chand led a 
relentlessly military expeditions into the plains of Punjab which had its 
impact on the frontier of Delhi. This infuriated Feroz ShahTughlaq, the 
then Sultan of Delhi, who mounted an attack on Delhi in 1366A.D with 
a view to stem the burgeoning power of Raja Roop Chand. Roop 
Chand was defeated in the grim battle. On his passing away, his son, 
Singara Chand, came to the throne. Timur invaded Kangra during his 
rule. A couple of years later the Timur’s invasion in 1405 A.D, Raja 
Hari Chand took over the reign of Kangra Empire. 
 

 Once on a routine hunting trip, the king lost his way into the woods. 
Presuming that the king fell into a dry well and attacked by a wild 
animal or taken away as a prisoner, his younger sibling Karam Chand 
was made the king. Raja Hari Chand, who was saved by some passer-
by, returned to the kingdom after 22 days. On finding that his brother 
was made the new king, he founded a New Principality called Guler-
the cradle of famous Guler Kalam (Kangra Kalam) - with it’s capital at 
Hamirpur.          
 

 Sher Shah Suri: Emboldened by the earlier attacks of the marauders, 
it was now the turn of Afghan ruler Sher Shah Suri, who conquered 
Kangra in A.D 1540 by defeating Humayun. 
 

 Mughals & the Kangra fort: With Akbar  ascending the throne, the 
Mughal empire was the dawn of a new era. Akbar, always kept all the 
hill chieftains under his rule as a part of his strategy. He sent his 



finance minister Todar Mal to annex those hill areas which he find the 
most vulnerable. 
 

 Jahangir too, when enthroned as the king, had a strong desire to 
conquer Kangra and capture the fort about which it was believed that 
‘he who capture the Kangra fort, controls the entire Himalayas’. In 
1615 A.D, he sent a strong contingent of troops returned without 
success. Un-fazed the king sent another contingent in1620 A.D under 
the command of Sundar Dass. This time the fort was captured. 
Mughals annexed the other hill states also which helped him in 
keeping a watchful eye on other rulers also. During the rule of King 
Hamir Chand, who ruled Kangra for 47 years, a major chunk of the hill 
territory was under the Mughal Suzerainty. His son, Raja Ghamand 
Chand who succeeded him, lead a relentless battle against them and 
captured almost all Mughals occupied territories, except the fort, he 
raised an other fort at Sujanpur Tira  on the shores of the Beas. The 
king passed away in A.D 1774. His son Teg Singh succeeded him. 
 

 Raja Sansar Chand II: The Kangra Empire has also seen the 
emergence of Raja Sansar Chand I, who came to the throne at the 
age of 10 years.  His top agenda was to re-capture the fort. He 
succeeded in accomplishing is mission in A.D 1781 with the help of 
his active ally, Sardar Jai Singh of Kanhaya, but he was compelled to 
surrender it to the Sikhs in 1809A.D. However, Raja Sansar Singh 
wanted the restoration of the fort at any price. Having failed to realise 
his dream militarily, he surrender some of his territories to the Sikhs 
and regained the control of the fort. In 1806 A.D, the Gurkhas, under 
the command of Amar Singh Thapa, defeated him to avenge. He had 
to seek asylum in the fort, from where he finally fled to Sujanpur Tira. 
 

 The historical fort of Kangra has witnessed many upheaval, fell to 
devastating earthquake that rocked the entire Kangra Valley in A.D 
1905. The quake left a trail of devastation after many religious and 
historic structures were reduced to rubble. 
 



 Architecture: 
  

 The fort, a winsome blend of the medieval and ancient genre of fort 
architecture, covers a fairly large area and is guarded by high 
ramparts and a huge wall. Its gate have been named after its 
conquerors who had attacked and conquered it from time to time. 

 
i. Gates The entrance gate is known as Ranjit Singh Gate, which 

leads to Jahangiri Darwaza. Then there are the Ahini and Amiri 
Darwaza, both are dedicated to Nawab Ali Khan, the last Muslim 
Governor of Kangra. The two other gates are the – Andheri and 
Darshani Darwaza – had suffered extensive damage due to 
Earthquake. 

 

Figure 2 : A inside view of the fort 

 



ii. Temples: There are three temples inside the fort: Ambika Devi 
temple, Shitalamata temple and Lakshmi Narayan temple. There 
is a temple dedicated to Jain Tirthankaras where a stone image 
of Lord Adinath is installed. A staircase between Shitalamata 
temple and Ambika Devi temple leads to Sheesh Mahal where a 
small hall – like compartment is designed with a block of stone at 
the edge of whicha polygonal watchtower is installed. The Katoch 
still come to offer their prayer to their deity. 

 
iii. Wells of Kangra Fort: The Kangra fort is said to have 21 

treasure wells which are a significant attraction. According to 
historians, the Sultan of Ghazni looted eight wells, while British 
in 1860 found five more wells.  

 

 

Figure 3: An Open Well 



 

 

iv. A citadel of picturesque view : The Kangra fort 
 

To the South – west is the polygonal watchtower, which offers a 
kaleidoscopic view of the panoramic Kangra valley. The fort is 
spread over an area of 4 km and is guarded by high walls and 
ramparts. The river Bang Ganga and Patal Ganga. Embrace 
each other at the base of this majestic fort. 

  

 
 

Figure 4: An impregnable fort 

        
 

 



 Heritage Value of the fort : 
  

 Scientific Importance: The modes and methods used in constructing 
the hammam are quite efficient and robust in design and shape. The 
drainage system of the fort can be an excellent example. 
 

 Historic Importance: The fort has a series of temples and darwaza 
built by various emperors which set an example of the architectural 
acumen, architects of those days possess. 
 

 Building element: Use of following material has been witnessed:  
 
i) Sandstone 
ii) Heavily carved stone structure. 
iii) Sand Stone Domes. 

 
 Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) celebrates World Heritage 

Week at Kangra fort :The UNESCO World heritage week 2019 was 
celebrated in the fort, in order to spread awareness and inculcate 
deeper understanding of rich heritage and monumental wealth. 
Students from various schools in Kangra participated in drawing 
competition. They also took ‘Swacchata Shapath’ and pledge to 
abide to cleanliness. 

 

 Way Forward : In order to enhance tourism, to conserve its rich 
cultural and historic heritage, the government should keep the outer 
walls intact and develop the site for commercial purposes. 
i) Adaptive reuse: It helps in generation of employment, not only 

for the people employed with the caretaking of the heritage site 
but also for the small businesses such as travel companies, 
restaurants and other that thrive near the site with the tourism. 
Moreover, this can sensitize people towards the rich history of 
the fort. 



ii) Adopt a heritage:  This ambitious scheme can be called in for 
the rescue of the India’s oldest fort. With proper mechanism and 
working capital, this scheme can help the fort in living back upto 
its grandeur.  

iii) Setting a Museum : On the lines of Mehrangarh fort, a museum 
privately owned or publicly funded can be established in the fort 
premises that can manifest the rich cultural heritage the fort 
preserves. 


