
Kumbhalgarh Fort  

 
 Introduction :  

 
 The Kumbhalgarh fort was built by Rana Kumbha between 1443 AD 

& 1458 AD on site of an older castle which tradition ascribe to 
Samprati, a Jaina princess of the second century B.C. It is the second 
most important fort of Mewar of Chittaurgarh. It is defended by a series 
of walls with battlement and bastion built on the slope of the hill which 
is reached through seven gates viz Halla Pol, Hanuman Pol, Ram Pol, 
Nimboo Pol, Bhairon Pol. 

 Among important temples are those of Mahadeva, Pitaliya Dev, 
Neelkanth etc. Bawan Devri and Golerao temples are Jain temples 
and are nine in numbers. The most important building, through of later 
period, is the Badal Mahal or Cloud Palace. 

 

Figure 1 : Areial view of the wall 

 



 History of the fort:  
 
 

 

Figure 2 : The Kumbhalgah Fort 

 
 Kumbhalgarh fort under Rana Kumbha: Rana Kumbha belonged to 

the Sisodia Rajput clan and gave the task to Mandan to design the 
architecture of the fort. The kingdom of Rana Kumbha was extended 
to Gwalior from Mewar which also includea a large part of Madhya 
Pradesh. Besides, Kumbhalgarh Fort, Rana Kumbha built 31 more 
forts to protect his kingdom. 
 

 Kumbhalgarh Fort under Rana Uday Singh: When Rana Uday Singh 
was a baby when he was brought to this fort during the siege of 
Chittorgarh Fort in 1525. Panna Dhai brought after the death of his 
father. He was the king who founded the city of Udaipur during his 
reign. 
 



 Attacks on Kumbhalgarh fort: Alauddin Khilji attacked the fort and 
invaded it in 1303. Another attack was done by Ahmed Shah of 
Gujarat but it was made unsuccessful. Ahmed Shah destroyed the 
Banmata temple as it was believed that the deity saved the fort from 
the attack. Mahmud Khilji attacked the fort in 1458, 1459 and 1467 but 
could not succeed in winning the fort. The combined forces of Emperor 
Akbar, Raja Uday Singh of Marwar, Raja Man Singh of Amer, and 
Mirzas of Gujarat also attacked the fort. The Rajputs surrendered due 
to shortage of water. Shahbaz Khan, a general of Emperor Akbar, took 
control of the fort. In 1818, Marathas took over the fort. 
 

 Layout of the Fort:  
 

 Kumbhalgarh fort was one of the few forts in the history of India, which 
never got conquered. One of the most important reasons stated that 
it is for the hostile or aggressive landscape of the fort. A thick wall that 
is 36 kms long surround this remarkable fort. The perimeter of the wall 
is assumed to be the longest after the Great wall of China. The wall 
stretches across the Aravali Mountains.   
 

 The fort is about 1100 meter high from the sea level and offers a 
marvellous view of the surrounding area. The main attractions of the 
fort consist of mesmerizing palaces along with about 360 different 
types of temples inside out of which 300 are Jain temples and rest are 
Hindu temples. 
 

 13 mountain peaks surround the fort. 7 huge gates guard the fort and 
immense watchtowers further strengthen it. The Badal Mahal Palace  
is right at the top of the fort. The palace has beautiful rooms and is 
painted in the colours of Green, white and turquoise, thus providing 
an interesting contrast to the raw and grim fortress. Kumbhalgarh is 
also the fort where the legendary Maharana Pratap was born.  
 



 The Mewar Fortress in the Rajsamand district of Rajasthan was 
renovated and enlarged again by Maharana Fateh Singh in the 19th 
century. Now it is accessible and is just 60 kms away from the city. 
 

 It is also said that the Maharana of Kumbhalgarh failed to build fort’s 
wall for several times. Then later after they consulted a pilgrim about 
this problem, he advised that them to behead him and to build a temple 
wherever his head fell. He also asked them to build the wall where is 
body is laid. Following his advice the wall, which is the second largest 
wall in the world, was built. 
 

 Prominent structures of Kubhalgarh Fort:  
 
Gates: The fort of Kubhalgarh was constructed amidst Aravali Hills by 
Rana Kubha. The fort consists of gate, temples, palaces and many 
structures which the tourist can watch during their visit. The fort 
originally was constructed by Rana Kumbha but later Rajput rulers 
added many structures to the fort. Tourist can enter the fort through 
Arait Pol, Hanuman Pol, and Paghara Pol. Danibatta is another gate in 
the fort situated on the east side. 
 

i. Arait Pol:  Arait Pol is the first gate from where tourists can enter the 
fort. The gate is the southern gate of the fort. If there was an emergency, 
then mirror signals were used to inform all the gates. The area where 
the pol is constructed has forests surrounding it which has tigers and 
wild boars. Ganesh temple is there at the entrance from this gate. 

 
ii. Hulla Pol: Hulla Pol or the Disturbance Pol was named so due to the 
successful invasion of the fort by the Mughal army in 1567. From this 
gate, tourists can view of the surrounding area. 

 
iii. Nimbu Pol:  Nimbu Pol or Lemon Gate was a place where Panna 

Dhai took baby Uday Singh to a safe place after the death of his father 
Prithviraj.  She substituted her son instead of the prince and took the 
prince away as his uncle wanted to kill him. 



 

Figure 3 : Arhita Pol 

iv. Other Gates: From Hulla Pol tourists can enter Hanuman Poll. This 
gate has image of Hanuman which was brought here from Mandore in 
Marwar. Bhairon Pol is the gate through which tourists can go to the top 
of the fort. Paghara Pol is the gate where cavalry was assembled. 
Another gate of the fort is Top Khana Pol or Cannon Gate where there 
was a secret passage. Another gate through which tourists can enter 
the fort is Ram Pol.   

 



 

Figure 4: Ram Pol 

 Temples of Kumbhalgarh Fort: There are 364 temples in the fort out 
of which 300 are Jain temples. Some of these temples are as follows:  
 

i. Ganesh Temple: This temple was built during the reign of Rana 
Kumbha. It was built near the palaces so that royal people can come 
and worship Lord Ganesh whose image was established in the 
temple. Inscription of Kiriti stambha of Chittorgarh fort can be found 
here.   
 

ii. Vedi Temple: Vedi temple is a Jain temple which has three storeys 
and was built in Octagonal shape. The temple was built by Rana 
Khumba and is situated near Hanuman Pol. People have to go to the 
temple by using stairs as it was built on raised platform. The ceiling is 
supported by 36 pillars and it has a dome on the top. Rana Fateh 
renovated this temple during his reign. 
 

iii. Neelkanth Mahadev Temple: This temple is situated to the east of 
Vedi temple. There is a Shiv Linga whose height is five feet. The 
temple can be accessed through a series of steps as it is built on a 
high platform. 



 
iv. Parsvanath Temple: Parsvanath was a Jain Tirthankara and in order 

to worship him, a temple was built by Nar Singh Pokhad. The statue 
of Parsvanath has been established whose height is 3 feet.   

 
v. Bawan Devi Temple: It has 52 shrines in a single complex and that’s 

why it is named so. There is only one gate through which devotees 
can enter. Out if 52 statues, 2 are big and rest are small and are 
placed around the wall. An image of a Jain Tirthankara can also be 
found on the lalatabimba of the gate 

 
vi. Golerao Group of Temples: Located nearby the Bawan Devi temple 

whose walls are carved with images of gods and goddesses. 
 

 

Figure 5 : Ganesh Temple 



 Palaces of the fort: There are many palaces constructed by different 
rulers. Some of these palaces are as follows : 
 

i. Rana Kumbha Palace: It was built on the basis of Rajput architecture. 
Tourists can reach there through Paghara Pol. There is a blue 
coloured durbar hall inside the palace. In order to separate the men’s 
palace from women’s palace, a corridor was built in between them. 
In some of the women’s palaces, the walls were painted with 
elephants crocodiles and camels. 
 

 

Figure 6 : Rana Khumba Palace 

 
 



ii. Badal Mahal: Badal Mahal was built by Rana Fateh Singh who ruled 
from 1885 to 1930. There is a narrow staircase from where people 
can go to the terrace of the fort to reach the palace. This palace has 
two storeys and there is a corridor which separates men portion from 
women portion. The walls are decorated with paintings of 19th 
century. The women’s palace has Jaali screens built up of stones 
built up of stones so that they could see the percentage going on in 
the court. 

 

 

Figure 7 : Badal Mahal 

iii. Jhalia ka Malia: Jhalia ka Malia was the palace of Queen Jhali. The 
palace is situated near Paghara Pol and is constructed by using 
rubble stone. The walls of the palace are plain and the roof is flat. 
This is the same palace in which Rana Pratap was born. 

 
“In 2013, at the 37th session of the World Heritage Committee held in 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Kumbhalgarh Fort, along with five other forts 
of Rajasthan, was declared a UNESCO World Heritage site under the 
group Hill Fort of Rajasthan”.     


