
Gwalior Fort  

 

 Introduction :  
 An architectural marvel of the 8th century, the Gwalior fort is perched 

on a hill named ‘Gopachal’. Built in sandstone and lime mortar, the fort 
is one of the prominent fort in the city of Gwalior. 

 The fort houses two palaces ‘Gujari Mahal’ and ‘Man Mandir’ which 
were built by ‘Raja Man Singh Tomar’ during the 15th Century. With 
blue ceramic tiles at the front façade and impressive structure the Man 
Singh Palace reflects the true colours of the Tomar Dyansty. To 
complement the Man Singh Palace, the Gwalior Fort complex also the 
‘Gujari Mahal’ which was built by Raja Man Singh for his beloved 
queen ‘Mrignayani’. 

 Other notable structures in the majestic Gwalior fortress are the Karan 
Palace, the Jahangir Mahal and Shahjahan Mahal. The fort also has 
a vast collection of temples, built by various kings at different point of 
time. The fort is associated with an interesting legend and has a rich 
history behind it. 
 

 Strategic Location of the fort: It is built on a hill of sandstone and tower 
of 100 meters from the plain. The outer wall of the fort is almost 2 miles 
in length and width varies from 1Km to 200 meters. The walls of the fort 
gives way onto the steep slopes.  

 This fort has witnessed many battles in the turbulent times and festivals 
in the peace time. The rulers have imparted justice from the fort which 
has also seen the imprisonment of many. 

 The ceremonies held in the fort spelled out the grandeur but the 
‘Jauhar’ have spelled distress. It was here that ‘Tatiya Tope’ and ‘Rani 
of Jhansi’ fought for their freedom. Rani of Jhansi laid down her life in 
an assault by the British to capture the fort. 
 
 
 



 History of the fort : 
 

 How the city was named? 
 According to legends, a local king named ‘Suraj Sen’ ruled this region 

in 3 century. The king developed leprosy, a deadly disease which 
couldn’t be cured in those days. When the king lost all hopes, a sage 
named ‘Gwalipa’ came to the king’s rescue and miraculously cured the 
disease by asking the king to drink water from a sacred pond – it is 
believed that the pond inside the fort is the same pond that helped the 
king. After the cure, the king in the honour of the Sage built a fort and 
named the city after the sage, which is came to be known as ‘Gwalior’.    

 The sage conferred the king with the title ‘Pal’, meaning protector, and 
promised him that his descendants would rule over the fort as long as 
they bear the title ‘Pal’.  However, the 84th successor, Tej Karan, lost 
the possession of the fort. 

 The very existence of the fort is believed from 6thh Century which can 
be verified from the ‘Tel ka Mandir’, a Hindu temple said to be built by 
the ‘Gurjara – Pratiharas’. From the 10th Century onwards, the fort was 
ruled over by the kings of the ’Kachchhapaghata dynasty’.  
 

 Invasions on the fort : 
 

i. By the British Empire : 
 In a daring raid, Captain Popham and Bruce led a few soldiers of the 

East India Company to capture the strategically important Gwalior Fort, 
which was held by the Maratha General Mahadaji Shinde. The 
Marathas had, in turn, captured it from the ‘Ranas of Gohad’.   
 

ii. By the Muslim Invaders : 
 Mahmud of Ghazni: He was among the many Muslim rulers who tried 

their best to capture the fort. In 1022 CE, he besieged the fort for only 
4 days, but he lifted the siege when presented with 35 elephants, Qutb-
al-Din Aibak, the first sultan of Delhi Sultanate, captured the fort in 
1196, only to lose it in a few year later. However, IItumish the third ruler 



of the Delhi Sultanate, recaptured by the Tomars and it remained with 
them for a long period of time. Raja Man Singh built several structures 
within the fort to change it forever. 

 Lodhi Dynasty : Sikandar Lodhi made a failed attempt in 1505, but his 
son Ibrahim Lodhi managed to capture the fort in 1516, which resulted 
in the death of Raja Man Singh Tomar. 

 Mughal Dynasty : The founder of Mughal Dynasty Babur invaded this 
fort and captured but lost it to the Sur dynasty ruler Sher Shah Suri, in 
1542. In 1558, Mughal Emperor Akbar recaptured the fort and turned it 
into a prison, where he executed his prisoners and rivals. Post the reign 
of Aurangzeb, the Mughal Empire weakened, resulting in the loss of 
the fort to Chieftains of Gohad but eventually lost it to British.  

 Revolt of 1857 & the fort: The British gave it Ranas in 1780, in 
exchange for their support during the Sepoy Mutiny in the 18th 
Century.However, during the Indian Revolt of 1857, 6500 sepoys who 
were stationed at the Gwalior fort joined the rebels, which prompted the 
British to regain control of the Fort in 1858. 

 After 1886, it was handed over to the Scindias as the Fort no longer 
held any significance for the British. The Scindias held it till 
independence. 
 

 Layout of the Fort : 
 The Gwalior fort spreads out over an area of 3 square km (741.3 acres), 

surrounded by concrete walls of sandstone. The fort encloses several 
palaces, structures, temples & two palaces. 

 The fort is divided into five parts. Each part is named after the direction 
on which it lies. There are two main gates, namely Elephant gate and 
the Badalgarh Gate. The Elephant Gate or the ‘Hathi Pol’ lies in the 
southeast and leads to the Man Manir palace. 

 On the southern side of the fort, stands an impressive set of temples – 
21 in numbers dedicated to Jain Tirthankars. 

 Other significant structures within the Gwalior fort include Karan 
Palace, the Jahangir Mahal, the Shah Jahan Mahal and the Gujri 
Mahal. 



 
 Important Structures inside the fort : 

 
i. Temples within the fort : 

 
a. Siddhachal Jain Temple Caves : There are many idols of Jain 

Tirthankars that are carve inside caves and on rocks. Carved 
during the 7th to 15th century, the tallest among these idols is the 
Rishabhanatha or Adinatha, which stands at 58 feet 4 inches. The 
second tallest idol at 35 feet belongs Suparshnantha. 
 

b. Idols on the Gopachal Hill:  The Gopachal hill hoses more than 
1500 idols, many of which are carved on the rocks. The idols are 
said to be carved during the reign of Keerti Singh and Dungar Sigh 
of the Tomar Dynasty. Many of the idols were destroyed by the 
Mughal emperors when they captured the fort. 

 
c. Teli – ka- Mandir:  This the most famous of all the temples within 

the Gwalior Fort. This temple was built in the Dravidian 
architectural style and is notable for its generously sculpted 
exterior. The temple is the oldest part of the fort and houses 
Buddhist architectural elements as well. This temple originally 
houses Lord Vishnu as its main deity, now has Shiva as the main 
deity. 

 
d. Sas-Bahu-Temple: These are basically two pillared temples that 

stand next to each other, one larger than the other. Originally, 
there was only one temple, dedicated to Lord Vishnu. This temple 
was frequently visited by queens of the Kachchhapaghatas. Later, 
another temple was built which dedicated to Lord Shiva, so that 
daughter –in-law of the king who was an ardent devotee of Lord 
Shiva could worship her favourite deity. Since, the temple was 
visited by the queen and her daughter-in-law, the pillared temple 
was known as Sas-Bahu Temple.  

 



ii. Palaces within the fort : 
 

a. Man Mandir Palace: Built by Raja Man Sigh Tomar in the 15th 
century, Man Mandir Palace served as the main residence of the 
Tomar Dynasty for a long period of time. Adorned with tiles of 
various colours, including turquoise green, and yellow are used to 
decorate the interiors of the palace. 
 

b. Gujari Mahal :  This too, was built by Raja Man Sigh Tomar for 
his beautiful wife, Mrignayani, a Gujar princess. It is said that the 
queen of Man Singh demanded a private palace for herself, 
which resulted in the construction of the famous Gujari Mahal. 
  Today, the palace has been converted into a museum, 
which houses rare artefacts and sculptures of Hindu and Jain 
deities, dating back to the first and second centuries.   

 
c. Vikram Mahal: This was originally built as a temple, dedicated 

to Lord Shiva, by Vikramaditya Singh of the Tomar Dynasty. The 
palace was restored after it was destroyed by the Mughal 
emperors during their reign. 

 
d. Karan Mahal: The palace is named after the king who built it. 

Karan Mahal served as the private residence of Kirit Singh, who 
was also known as Karn Singh. He was the second king of Tomar 
dynasty. 

 
iii. Garuda Monument: The Garuda monument stands next to the Teli 

ka Mandir. The structure, which was built to honour Lord Vishnu, is 
the highest point of the fort. Indo-Islamic architectural style has 
been used to build this imposing monument. 
 

iv. Chhatri of Bhim Singh Rana: This impressive domed shaped 
pavilion was built by Chhatra Singh, the successor to Bhim Singh 
Rana, as a memorial to his father. There is also an artificial lake 



next to the pavilion. He took over the fort after defeating the Mughal 
Sattrap Ali Khan. 

 
v. Scindia School: This school was built exclusively for the prince 

and princesses of the Scindia family. It was built by Madho Rao 
Scindia in the year 1897, after the British had handed over the fort 
to the Scindias. 

 
vi. Gurudwara: The fort also has a Gurudwara, which was built as a 

memorial to Guru Hargobind, the sixth Sikh Guru. 
 

 Present condition of the Fort : 
 

i. The Challenges:  
 

 The condition of the monument is in bad shape. The fort is under 
Archaeological survey of India but it has not been well preserved 
and conserved. The fort has the capacity to attract a large number 
of tourists but it failed to do so due to poor upkeep by the 
administration.  

 Some of the areas inside the monument are not electrified and have 
dark rooms. The dark portion of the fort which lies underground is 
unapproachable which hurts the sentiments of the tourists for the 
fort. 

 Traditional Scenery: The unaware attitude of the locals and the 
management has resulted in the loss of the traditional beauty of the 
fort even though the fort stands at an attractively high point from 
where the city can be viewed. 

 Preservation: Good conservation practices for fort in order to 
prevent it from deterioration and extend the life and basic functions 
of the fort. Various threats such as environmental threats – moisture, 
intense solar radiations, prevailing winds, rainfalls which change the 
physical attributes of the fort should be taken into account. 
 



ii. The Opportunities : 
 

 Museum: The museum is present near the fort which provide an 
opportunity to see the artefacts. The museum should be enlarged 
and have a collection of objects which were part of the history. The 
museum can also sell souvenirs. 
 

 The live show:  There could be a provision of live shows where the 
local community can depict their art and culture in the form of dance 
and music. The folk songs and folk dances of Madhya Pradesh can 
be performed in front of the tourists and this also boost the local’s 
art and culture along with improving the income of the locals, thus 
contributing to the overall development of the city. 

 
     


