
Jaisalmer Fort  

 
 Introduction:  Jaisalmer fort was built in 1156 A.D and is the second 

oldest in the state of Rajasthan. Two hundred and fifty feet tall and 
reinforced by an imposing crenelated sandstone wall 30feet high, the 
fort has 99 bastions, 92 of which were built between 1633 and 1647.  
 

 Wells within the fort still provide regular source of water. The fort, built 
by Raja Rawal Jaiswal, which crowns the 80 meter high Tirkuta hill, 
has its outer wall of palaces, houses and temples of yellow soft 
sandstone. It has narrow winding lanes and four huge gateways, has 
the last one leading to main chowk dominated by the old palace of the 
Maharwal. 

 

Figure 1 : A look of the Jaisalmer Fort 

 



 Almost one quarter of the town’s population resides in the fort 
premises. It is approached through Ganesh Pol, Suraj Pol, Bhoot Pol 
and Hawa Pol. Also, within it are many beautiful havelies and a group 
of Jain temples dating from the 12th to 15th centuries.  
 

 Jaisalmer Fort : Historical Background  
 

 Jaisalmer under Bhati Rajputs: Bhati Rajputs belonged to Sialkot area 
in Punjab who established themselves in a town called Annot, 120 km 
away from Jaisalmer. One of the descendants named Devraj defeated 
Niprabharu who belonged to Lord Rajput and made Lodruva his 
capital and called himself Maharawal. 

 Maharaja  Jaisal was the descendant of Devaraj and he built the 
Jaisalmer Fort in 1156 A.D which is a massive fort. In that year, he 
dethroned his nephew Bhojraj with the help of Sultan of Gaur. King 
Jetsi also strengthened the fort in 1276 A.D to protect the fort from 
Sultan of Delhi. But still the sultan was able to win over the fort by eight 
years of siege. Bhatis took the effort over again but were not able to 
repair it. Dodoo strengthened the fort in 1306.    

 Trade during Ancient period: Jaisalmer was situated on Silk Road 
which was the trade route connecting East and West. Through this 
route trade with Persia, China, Egypt, Africa and Arabia was possible. 
As Jaisalmer was the centre of the trade and also provided 
warehousing services so this fort was built. 
 

 Jaisalmer Fort under the Alauddin Khilji and Mughals: Alauddin Khilji 
ruled Jaisalmer for nine years after capturing the fort in 13th century. 
During the siege, women committed Jauhar. Mughal emperor 
Humayun also attacked the fort in 1541. Due to continuous attacks, 
the King of Jaisalmer signed a treaty with Akbar in 1570. He also 
offered his daughter in marriage to Akbar. Mughals controlled the fort 
till 1762. 
 



 Jaisalmer fort under Rajputs and British: Maharawal Mulraj took over 
the fort from Mughals in 1762. He also signed a treaty with East India 
Company in 1818. Mulraj died in 1820 and was succeeded by his 
grandson Gaj Singh. During the British period, the trade route was 
changed. They started trading from port of Bombay that led to 
declination of trade from Silk Road and was closed after 
independence.  
 

 Jaisalmer Fort – An Architectural Enigma 
 

 The fort is one of the most glorious and beautiful forts in India. Also 
known as The Sonar Quila or The Golden Fort, the monument is 
among the UNESCO world heritage site under the cluster of hill forts 
of Rajasthan. 
 

 Infrastructure: The length of the fort is 460 meter and width is 230 
meter. The fort was built on a hill whose height is 250 feet. The 
basement of the fort has a 4.6 meter tall wall forming a double line of 
defense. The bastions of the fort forms a chain of about 9.1 meter. 
The fort has four entrances to the downside, one of which used to be 
guarded by canons.    
 

 An Architectural Maze: The Jaisalmer Fort is based on Rajasthani 
architectural patterns and designs. The entire structure consists of five 
storeys and three walls. Stone blocks were used to build the outer 
layer of the walls. There are basically four entrances to the fort which 
are quite popularly as the Hawa Pole, Akshya Pole, Suraj Pole and 
the Ganesha Pole. 
 

 There are several architectural buildings inside the fort which palaces 
,houses and temples which are made up of soft yellow sandstone 
which makes it appear like the fort is built up of Gold and its beauty 
rises with the sunset when it gleam like melting gold. Jaisalmer fort 
has narrow windings pathways which interlock several parts of the fort. 



 
 The most splendid structures such as Maharawals located in front of 

the Chauhata Square. The foremost attraction of this fort is 
Maharawal’s marble throne which is placed on a flight of marble steps. 
An added famous tourist attraction of this place is a five storied Tazai 
tower located head-to-head to the Maharawals place. This tower was 
constructed by Muslim craftsmen and is made with Bengali styled roof. 
 

 The one more beauty section in the palace is the Jawahar Palace is 
among the other the other tourist attractions of Jaisalmer fort which 
was the residence of a royal family. This place is famous for its 
beautiful construction and ornate design which captivate tourist’s 
attention their visit to this palace. 
 
 

 

Figure 2 : An enigmatic view of the fort 



 
 A photographer’s delight: The view of the sunset from this fort is a treat 

to the eyes for all the travellers, and especially photographers. The 
fort looks golden in the early morning when the first ray of Sun reaches 
the ground. Standing proudly in the unending sands of Thar Desert, 
the Jaisalmer fort has a museum, hotels, and eateries. Due to its 
massive presence in the midst of the Thar Desert, the fort is rightly 
known as the Jewel of Rajasthan.   
 

 

Figure 3 : A night view of the fort 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Prominent structures within the fort: 
 

i) Raj Mahal: This palace is also known as ‘Royal Palace’ of the fort. It 
was built around 1500 A.D with seven storeys. 
 

 

Figure 4 : Raj Mahal 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



ii) Jain Temples: There are seven Jain temples built around 12th 
century. In the temples, there are cravings made up of yellow 
sandstone. Each temple is dedicated to different Jain Tirthankar 
whose names are: Parsvanath, Sambhavanath, Chandraprabhu, 
Rishabhadev, Shitalnath, Shantinath and Kunthanath. The entrance 
gate to the temple is a gate called Toran that leads to Parsvanath 
temple. Gyan Bhandar Library is also there in the complex where 
people can read the books related to archaeology. 

 

Figure 5 : Jain Temple 

 



iii) Laxminath Temple: It was built to worship Goddess Laxmi and 
Lord Vishnu. The temple was built during the reign of Rao Lunkaran 
in 1494 A.D. The temple has a lot of Rajasthani paintings which let 
the people to know about the Rajasthani culture in ancient period. 
This temple does not have any cravings. 

 

Figure 6 : Laxminath Temple 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iv) Pols: In order to enter the fort, there are four pols which are Ganesh 
Pol, Akshay Pol, Suraj Pol, and Hawa Pol. There are various cravings 
to make each gate different from each other. The Suraj Pol or Sun 
Gate has the cravings of Sun. Hawa Pol or Wind Gate is plain and 
the  courtyards surroundings it get the flow of air. 

 

Figure 7: Pols 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Challenges before the fort: 
 

 Effect of humans activities:  
 
The fort is deteriorating and in recent times human activities especially 
the introduction of modern plumbing have accelerated this 
deterioration. The need of extensive water management has not been 
overseen by the builders of this desert city. Yet as tourism has 
increased and homes have been converted to guest houses, water 
drainage has become a real problem. The increase of water at the site 
built for a dry, arid climate caused water seepage into the clay rich 
 soil under the fort, destabilizing it and setting off the collapse of 87 of 
its 469 structures. In addition, changing weather patterns – 
increasingly frequent and severe monsoons are endangering the fort. 
 
After the collapse took place, International Council on Monuments and 
Sites (ICOMOS) visited the site. 
 

 Initiatives taken: 
  

 In 1997, World Monuments Fund partnered with the Indian National 
Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) to conserve and re-build 
a collapsed wing of the Queen’s Palace and in 2001 began work on 
the courtyard of the King’s Palace. Both the buildings were conserved, 
the Queen’s Palace was converted into a heritage interpretive centre 
and the King’s Palace now functions as a part of the fort palace 
museum. 
 

 In 2003, the WMF, the Government of India, through the 
Archaeological Survey of India, to sign a memorandum of 
understanding to prepare a conservation plan and conduct studies 
required to guide the stabilization of the fort. 
 

 Geo-technical surveys were conducted, and a pilot project to restore 
a section of the pitching wall was organised. The studies concluded 



that it was not the foundation failure that was causing the collapse, but 
water seepage that is destabilising the clay – rich soils upon which the 
fortification and the building rest. 
 
 

 A special committee of Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) led by 
ASI superintendent P S Raman held the seepage of water responsible 
for the collapse the monument’s wall. 
 

 The existing problems and issues confronting the fort were outlined, 
the foremost being the seepage of water and the detected movement 
within the southwest corner of the fort. 
  

 Today, the Rajasthan Urban Infrastructure Project, a joint government 
of Rajasthan and Asia Development Bank project, is now in the 
process of providing the needed upgrades to the fort’s drainage 
systems. 
 

 A moderate earthquakes struck Rajasthan in 2009, leading to cracking 
and deflection  in the King’s Palace. The tremor exacerbated the ailing 
condition of the building and raised the threat if a catastrophic 
collapse.  
 

 In 2010, WMF provided support for the emergence stabilization of the 
structure. 
 
“Today, Jaisalmer Fort remains a labyrinth of residences, shops, 
temples, and a palace complex. Its walls surround a thriving city; its 
2,000 residents make this last living fort in India. Conservation and 
preservation is integrity to the longevity of this medieval architectural 
marvel and to the lives of people who called Jaisalmer Fort – A Home”. 
   


