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Biography

Sandra Ayres specializes in environmental and solid waste 
utility matters. Prior to entering private practice, Ms. Ayres 
was with the New Jersey Department of the Public Advocate, 
where she served as a Deputy Public Advocate and participated 
in court, administrative and legislative proceedings involving a 
wide range of environmental issues. These included hazardous 
and non-hazardous solid waste, sewerage, water quality, coastal 
management, pinelands planning, land use and ocean dumping 
issues. Ms. Ayres supervised the Division’s Environment and 
Energy Section and acted as liaison to the Division of Rate 
Counsel on water and solid waste utility matters. While with 
the Public Advocate, Ms. Ayres won a precedent-setting New 
Jersey Supreme Court decision on the public’s right to use ocean 
beaches. 

Ms. Ayres has been in private practice since 1983, first as a 
solo practitioner and later as a partner with her previous firm. 
She continues to work in the field of environmental law with a 
special focus on solid waste regulatory matters, and on related 
land use, contract and permitting issues. She has successfully 
represented interests of private and public sector clients in the 
courts and before administrative agencies.

Education

•	 Rutgers School of Law, Newark (JD, 1976)

•	 Douglass College (BA, 1972)

Bar Admissions

•	 New Jersey

•	 U.S. District Court, District of New Jersey

•	 Third Circuit Court of Appeals

•	 U.S. Supreme Court

Affiliations

•	 Trustee Member on the Board of Trustees of the New Jersey 
State Bar Association 

•	 New Jersey State Bar Association (Environmental Section)

•	 New Jersey Women’s Political Caucus

•	 Plainsboro Township Committeewoman (1989-1991)

•	 Chairperson, Plainsboro Democratic Organization (1986-
1990)

•	 New Jersey Environmental Voters Alliance (1983-1989)

•	 Chairperson, Plainsboro Environmental Committee 
(1985-1988)

Publications

•	 Relief from Exorbitant Garbage Disposal Costs - New 
Jersey Law Journal, October 24, 1994

•	 Four Perspectives, Carbone v. Town of Clarkstown - New 
Jersey Municipalities, 79th Annual League Conference, 
November 1994
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