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Innovative Teaching Strategies in Nursing and Related Health Professions: 
Discussing teaching and learning from a generational perspective
Instructions: Nurse educators face increasing generational diversity in the classroom, with so many students of all ages enrolled and all background in nursing programs.  This fact can bring about some unique challenges for nurse educators.  In this assignment, you will be asked to identify issues that complicate teaching in today’s technology-driven world and respond to students in a meaningful and helpful way.  
In this assignment, you are asked to complete a full health history on Tina Jones, a virtual patient who is a part of the Shadow Health’s Digital Clinical Experience.  The purpose of completing this assignment is to make you will familiar with the technology that your “students” will either be asking you to adopt or struggling to use in the scenarios below.  Prior to completing these assignments, you will need to: 
Explore and Understand Shadow Health’s Digital Clinical Experience (DCE)
1. Watch the Shadow Health Introduction video (8 min)

2. Complete the Shadow Health orientation assignment (15 min) 

3. Complete the Cardiovascular Concept Lab (25 min)

4. Complete the Focused Exam: Chest Pain (45 min)

Objectives:  
1. Formulate responses to your students to help reinforce your selected teaching method.

2. Choose constructive responses to these student complaints to ensure their learning needs are met.

Student Scenario #1: You are an instructor in an online RN to BSN program.  Your university has decided to utilize virtual patients in their health assessment course.  You have an older student in your class who is struggling to adapt to the technology and is falling behind on her work.  She states, “I think I am too old for this.  I just don’t think I can learn how to use this program well enough to pass this course and I am feeling really discouraged. Do you have any advice for me?”  How will you respond to her?
Student Scenario #2:  You are an instructor in a hybrid BSN course that utilizes some online lectures as well as in person meetings.  You are using a digital patient to help your students practice their assessment skills while they are not attending the in person lectures, and you receive a student complaint stating, “Nothing is better than real experience with a real person. I think hands-on experience with patients is a much better learning tool than a virtual patient, and I am having a hard time getting much out of these assessments.”  How will you respond?
Student Scenario #3:  You are an instructor who was hired a week before the course started in a face-to-face traditional BSN program, and you were required to teach the course exactly like the previous semester’s course. In a post-course feedback survey, you had a student who requested that more technology be used in your course.  This student states that she feels that working with a virtual patient would be ideal because she was interested in practicing her patient 
interviewing and assessment skills in the evenings when the simulation lab on campus is closed.  She has told you that she has no friends or family interested in being her practice patients.  She states that she, “really loves the fact that I can interact with a virtual patient at any time of the day and ask them as many questions as I want to so I can feel more comfortable.” How will you respond to her? Would you make any changes to the course for next semester?

