
Answering a Global Call to Action Joining a Community of Global Changemakers

The Villars Institute was established in 2022 as a nonprofit
foundation to accelerate the transition to a net zero
economy and to restore the health of the planet for all of
its inhabitants.* Located in the Swiss Alps in Villars-sur-
Ollon, the Villars Institute is a platform for systemic change
and a locus for intergenerational collaboration. It also
supports artistic, cultural and wellness activities that
promote biodiversity, planetary health, and sustainable
development.

The Institute is building a community of future change-
makers through its Villars Fellowship program. Villars
Fellows are solution-oriented young people nominated
each year by educational and leadership organizations to
become Systems Leaders. Fellows are between 13 to 19
years old and are offered curated content, courses, and
classes from trusted sources and partners.

The aim of the Villars Fellowship program is to empower
young people to respond to global challenges through
inter-generational collaboration and systems leadership.

The Institute is located in the Lake Geneva region which is
home to the highest number of international
organizations in the world and 3 major universities that are
ranked in the top 200 globally.**

The program focuses on key themes which Fellows
consider important for their career and which
simultaneously impact life on earth. This includes how to
transition to a Net Zero and Nature Positive Economy,
how to develop Nature-based Solutions for people and
the planet, how to ensure Planetary Health, how to
navigate the Energy transition, and how to use Emerging
Technologies to create new growth opportunities.

Fellows work with renowned experts and experienced
professionals from various disciplines to create new
knowledge by learning together through a collaborative
global network.

The Fellowship Program includes:

• Invitation to the Villars Symposium which brings
together the Institute’s partners and leading experts
to work with the Villars Fellows as they begin their
life-long development as systems leaders.

• Access to the Community Platform, a safe and secure
way for Fellows to collaborate throughout the year on
projects and to explore curated content and research
tools available in the Knowledge Hub.

• Participation in the Systems Leadership course co-
developed with Minerva Project that introduces
frameworks and toolkits to practice effective systems
change.

• The opportunity to attend International Events and
community activities organized by the Institute and
its Knowledge and Talent partners.

*The Villars Institute is an independent, tax-exempt charitable
foundation based in the canton of Vaud and under the supervision of
the Swiss Federal Supervisory Authority for Foundations (ESA) in Bern.

**Based on 1,600 universities assessed by the Times Higher Education
(THE)World University Rankings 2022.

https://www.myswitzerland.com/en-ch/destinations/villars-sur-ollon-gryon/
https://villarsinstitute.org/posts/five-traits-to-look-for-in-a-systems-leader
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67peki7qp-I
https://villarsinstitute.org/posts/systems-leadership-why-it-matters-for-our-future
https://villarsinstitute.org/events/villars-symposium-2023
https://villars-institute.eu.auth0.com/login?state=hKFo2SBDRm0yWkswUDluYzF3YzZmb2pBVXJ2XzNVUlRGMW1mTaFupWxvZ2luo3RpZNkgQ3RxMjgteU95Ri1mNzVaTnZGakVSTmtwNTI1Um9INHejY2lk2SA1ZGdxNzZZTXVNaVdhdHBoanBHbVVjdkNjVEFwbUhVbA&client=5dgq76YMuMiWatphjpGmUcvCcTApmHUl&protocol=oauth2&scope=openid%20profile%20email%20user_metadata%20app_metadata%20offline_access&audience=https%3A%2F%2Fvillars-institute.herokuapp.com&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.villarsinstitute.org%2Fauth0%2Fcallback%2F&response_type=code&response_mode=query&nonce=VkdLNy1NLVRxakc1aFd2RmJuZUNRcUo5Mld0eGhJMnRhUkJMUVFRSjR4ZQ%3D%3D&code_challenge=twA8j-_5j7uBY-y_PCfXRM6ysKQYpb1QYiB5GoOgpSQ&code_challenge_method=S256&auth0Client=eyJuYW1lIjoiYXV0aDAtcmVhY3QiLCJ2ZXJzaW9uIjoiMS4xMC4yIn0%3D
https://villarsinstitute.org/knowledge-hub
https://villarsinstitute.org/posts/villars-institute-x-minerva-project-systems-leadership-program
https://www.minervaproject.com/
https://villarsinstitute.org/posts/breakthroughs-we-need-now-for-the-next-generation
https://villarsinstitute.org/our-partners#knowledge-partners
https://villarsinstitute.org/our-partners#talent-partners
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/2022
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/2022
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