
3 - D AY  I T I N E R A R Y

The fun never stops here. There are plenty of places to play—and stay—in Seattle’s Backyard, 
Seattle Southside. With so much to see and do, it’s the perfect home base to get the most out of 
your Seattle vacation.

SOAK UP THE VIEWS FROM DES MOINES BEACH PARK.
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Discover the 
Great Outdoors!

Day 1
Start your day off with a leisurely stroll through the beautiful Highline SeaTac Botanical Garden. Here you will find plenty of roses, lilies, and fuchsias, 
not to mention a beautiful, traditional Japanese garden. This natural wonderland is only a few blocks away from the airport, but you wouldn’t think so 
while basking in the sun next to the babbling brook.

After the botanical garden, stop by Bob’s Burgers and Teriyaki and pick up a bacon cheeseburger or some delicious yakisoba, then head to Angle 
Lake Park for a picnic and a dip in the lake! This park is great for kids; in addition to the swimming areas on the lake, there’s also a playground, a wacky 
spray park and plenty of room to run around. It’s also quite easy to get here since the Link Light Rail Angle Lake Station recently opened in 2016.

If you have any energy left, take a bike (or rollerblades/longboard/running shoes) to the Interurban Trail where an interweaving 14.7-mile natural 
landscape trail connects multiple cities. From Auburn to Tukwila, you’ll enjoy the fresh air and paved trail which leads right to the Southcenter shopping 
area, where you can get a much-deserved meal after all that exercise. 

There’s nothing quite like the great outdoors in the Pacific 
Northwest. Western Washington is filled with the soothing 
serenity of Puget Sound, walkable parks, and lush, green 
trails. Seattle Southside has it all, with the added benefit of 
many of the parks and trails being more “off the beaten path” 
or “hidden gems,” that the crowds haven’t discovered yet. 
Time to get outside and explore more!
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Day 2
Day two starts at the true “hidden gem” of Seattle Southside, Des Moines Beach Park. The park itself is a favorite among the locals, but it’s seldom 
overcrowded. This means you’ll have plenty of space to walk on the shores of Puget Sound, explore the Des Moines Creek Trail, watch the native 
Northwest birds, and even take a rented kayak or paddleboard from Olympic Outdoor Center and explore the waters of the South Sound. 

There’s so much to do at Des Moines Beach Park, you just might want to spend the whole day there. But after the sun sets, you should head to the Des 
Moines Marina and get some fresh seafood Anthony’s HomePort.

Day 3
The final day of your outdoor adventure requires a bit of a mini-road trip. About 45 minutes east of Seattle Southside sits Western Washington’s most 
famous waterfall, Snoqualmie Falls. The 270-foot waterfall welcomes over 1.5 million visitors each year and for good reason. The observation deck 
provides the perfect opportunity for breathtaking photos, which should be posted directly to your Instagram account (don’t forget to tag us and use 
#seattlesouthside!). 

Only a few miles down the road from Snoqualmie Falls, Mount Si features one of the best hiking trails in the Pacific Northwest. The eight-mile hike can 
be a bit strenuous, but the views from the top are worth every arduous step (and every calorie burned!). If an eight-mile hike sounds a bit too difficult, 
the far more moderate 4.7-mile Little Mount Si hike also boasts some incredible views and is fantastic for families!

After a great day of hiking, head back to Seattle Southside and get some dinner at the iconic Italian restaurant, Grazie Ristorante. With a classic Italian 
atmosphere and plenty of delicious pasta and spiced meats, there’s arguably no better restaurant in Seattle Southside for a good carb-loading session.

StuffedSuitcase.com



Let’s just get this out of the 
way (because chances are 
you’re already thinking it): 
it is NOT always raining 
in Seattle. That’s just 
something the locals tell 
people to keep them from 
moving here.

Most of the measurable precipitation 
in Seattle comes in the form of drizzle 
and light rain with measurable amounts 
occurring 150 days a year. On average 
there are only 38 inches of rain a year 
while 40 miles south in Olympia, there are 
more than 50 inches or rain received in 
165 days. So the rain definitely varies in 
this region. 

To step back and put that into perspective: 
Houston gets 54” in 99 days, Atlanta gets 
50” in 116, and New York City gets nearly 
50” in 120, Chicago is real close with 38” 
on 125.

Seattle weather can often be 
unpredictable with fog and rain in the 
morning and sunshine and clear skies in 
the afternoon. You should be prepared for 
all weather in most situations. 

So what do you pack for a trip to  
Seattle Southside? 
Seattle is a pretty laid back city, so pack 
casual, comfortable clothes. Dress in 
layers since it may be rainy one moment 
and then sunny and warm the next. If 
you want to truly blend in while traveling 
in Seattle, try leaving the umbrella at 
home. Locals often wear rain jackets 
because it's easier to flip the hood 
on and off instead of carrying a wet 
umbrella everywhere. 

Remember, you’re coming to the Pacific 
Northwest, an area known for hiking, 
biking, running, kayaking, beach combing 
and sightseeing, so try to plan according 
to the activity you’re wanting to try.

What to Pack for Your Trip 
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COMFORTABLE SHOES are perfect for 
trips to the beach, mountains, or a power 
shopping excursion. 

WATER BOTTLE/CANTEEN for coffee/
water to keep hydrated and caffeinated. 

LAYERS because the weather can change 
quickly—scarves and light coats (depending 
on the time of year you visit us).

SUNGLASSES, although if you forget them, chances are you’ll be able 
to find them here. And local lore touts that more sunglasses are sold 
(per capita) in Seattle than any other major U.S. city. Is it true? Probably. 

CHANGE/CASH for transit and farmers markets. 

CAMERA to capture the mountain views. 
Don’t forget the charger/extra batteries.

UMBRELLA maybe, just in case?


