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The fun never stops here. There are plenty of places to play—and stay—in Seattle’s Backyard, 
Seattle Southside. With so much to see and do, it’s the perfect home base to get the most out of 
your Seattle vacation.

HAVE A SPLASH IN THE POOL AT MARRIOTT SEATTLE AIRPORT.

 play in  seattle ’s

backyard

SAVE MOREDO MORE PASSPORT!GET YOUR DOMORESAVE .COM
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So, the kids are on spring break and you’re looking for a fun family getaway (or staycation) to 
keep them entertained. Well, there’s sure a lot of great family activities and restaurants just 

south of Seattle. Here’s a three-day itinerary, with an option for more, to maximize family fun.

Day 1
For kids, it’s not a hotel unless it has a pool, so we recommend booking a room in one of many Seattle Southside hotels with an indoor pool. Check in to your 
hotel and relax for a bit before dinner. It’s probably easier to relax when you realize you paid 20-30% less for a hotel in Seattle Southside compared to our 
downtown Seattle counterparts. When the family’s hungry, head to The Old Spaghetti Factory. Kids will love sitting in the trolley, right in the middle of the 
restaurant, while they enjoy some mac ‘n cheese with a cotton candy limeade to drink. The after-dinner spumoni won’t hurt, either.

Spring Break with the Family

Day 2
Wake up with some breakfast at your hotel and then head south to the free Puget Sound aquarium, MaST Center. You’ll see over 250 various aquatic creatures and kids 
will have a great opportunity to learn about marine biology. After your visit with the creatures of the deep, head up the Des Moines Dog House for a Colombian spin on 
the classic hot dog. Parents should try arepas and sausage and kids can have a small dog or corn dog. Just next door, check out the Waterland Arcade for vintage 
arcade games and more modern console games.

After the family’s fueled up and ready to go, head to Family Fun Center for an evening of fun and excitement. Family Fun Center is an indoor/outdoor entertainment 
megaplex, filled with laser tag, go-karts, bumper boats, mini golf, batting cages, rides, games, and more. It’s a childhood dream, and when it’s time for dinner, the family 
can dine-in at the onsite restaurant, Bullwinkle’s, and enjoy the performance by Rocky and Bullwinkle’s animatronic house band.
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Day 3
Start your final morning off right with breakfast at Corner Bakery. With plenty of coffee and delicious baked goods, not to mention chocolate chip pancakes for the 
kids, Corner Bakery is sure to please. After breakfast, head down the street to the space and aviation capital of the northwest, The Museum of Flight. This museum 
has everything you could ever want in and air and space museum, from an original Air Force One, to WWI/WWII fighter planes, to a shuttle trainer that the astronauts 
trained in. Plus, kids will love the flight simulators and cockpit experiences throughout the great gallery. 

Lunchtime brings you to the tropical oasis of Bahama Breeze. They’ve authentically replicated the feel of paradise here, with colorful drinks, island music, and savory 
jerk chicken and bowtie pasta for the kids. Hopefully the family has some energy left, because they’re going to need it at your next stop. The newest attraction in 
Seattle Southside is also the largest extreme air sports park in the world. Flying Circus is an amazingly innovative attraction. Think of an American Ninja Warrior-style 
obstacle course, freerunning, trampoline jumping playground! Kids will literally be bouncing off the walls and everyone is guaranteed to get a good night’s sleep. 

Before you return to your hotel for the night, stop by Mizu Steakhouse for a classic, hibachi-style dinner. Mizu’s highly trained chefs will prepare your meals at your 
table with plenty of spatula flipping, onion volcanos and shrimp tossing to get everyone pumped up for dinner. The food doesn’t disappoint either. The flavors are 
strong, and the cooking performance makes the experience that much better.

Optional Day 4
If you’ve got some time left, take a day trip to the majestic wonder of the Pacific Northwest, Mount Rainier. You can book a tour through Tours Northwest, 
Customized Tours, or Totally Seattle Tours, all of which pick you up from your hotel and take you on the two-hour journey to Mount Rainier National Park. 
Spending a day at the mountain is an unforgettable experience that the whole family will enjoy. Don’t worry, there are plenty of kid-friendly trails that aren’t too 
arduous for little legs.

When you’re back in town, end your day with some pizza, bowling, karaoke, and games at Round 1 Entertainment. The metropolis of fun sits atop 
Westfield Southcenter and has become a family favorite.

Optional Day 5
Take the light rail downtown to see the sights of Seattle. Whether it’s an elevator ride to the top of the Space Needle, sampling chocolate cherries and 
cheese at Pacific Science Center, or jamming out at the Museum of Pop Culture (MoPOP), you’re guaranteed to have a fun time in the Emerald City. Head 
down to the waterfront and take a ride on the Great Wheel or a 4D ride over the Evergreen State at Wings Over Washington. Stop by the Children’s 
Museum at Seattle Center for a fun and educational experience, then enjoy a wide vast selection of family dining options at the Armory food court.



Let’s just get this out of the 
way (because chances are 
you’re already thinking it): 
it is NOT always raining in 
Seattle. That’s just folklore.

Most of the measurable precipitation 
in Seattle comes in the form of drizzle 
and light rain with measurable amounts 
occurring 150 days a year. On average 
there are only 38 inches of rain a year 
while 40 miles south in Olympia, there are 
more than 50 inches or rain received in 
165 days. So the rain definitely varies in 
this region. 

To step back and put that into perspective: 
Houston gets 54” in 99 days, Atlanta gets 
50” in 116, and New York City gets nearly 
50” in 120, Chicago is real close with 38” 
on 125.

Seattle weather can often be 
unpredictable with fog and rain in the 
morning and sunshine and clear skies in 
the afternoon. You should be prepared for 
all weather in most situations. 

So what do you pack for a trip to  
Seattle Southside? 
Seattle is a pretty laid back city, so pack 
casual, comfortable clothes. Dress in 
layers since it may be rainy one moment 
and then sunny and warm the next. If 
you want to truly blend in while traveling 
in Seattle, try leaving the umbrella at 
home. Locals often wear rain jackets 
because it's easier to flip the hood 
on and off instead of carrying a wet 
umbrella everywhere. 

Remember, you’re coming to the Pacific 
Northwest, an area known for hiking, 
biking, running, kayaking, beach combing 
and sightseeing, so try to plan according 
to the activity you’re wanting to try.

What to Pack for Your Trip 
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COMFORTABLE SHOES are perfect for 
trips to the beach, mountains, or a power 
shopping excursion. 

WATER BOTTLE/CANTEEN for coffee/
water to keep hydrated and caffeinated. 

LAYERS because the weather can change 
quickly—scarves and light coats (depending 
on the time of year you visit us).

SUNGLASSES, although if you forget them, chances are you’ll be able 
to find them here. And local lore touts that more sunglasses are sold 
(per capita) in Seattle than any other major U.S. city. Is it true? Probably. 

CHANGE/CASH for transit and farmers markets. 

CAMERA to capture the mountain views. 
Don’t forget the charger/extra batteries.

UMBRELLA maybe, just in case?


