
 REGIONAL TOURISM AUTHORITY 

Serving the Cities of SeaTac, Tukwila and Des Moines 

“Special Meeting” 
Per RCW 42.30.080 

Board Study Session June 2, 2015 

3100 S. 176th St. SeaTac, WA 98188 
Time: 3:00pm Scribe: Ashley Comar 

Attendees: Barry Baxter, Barbara Brunetti; Maureen Huffman; Sanjay Mahajan; Frank Welton  

Absent: Ken Stockdale; David Sullivan 

Chair: Maureen Huffman 

Staff: Katherine Kertzman, Executive Director, SSVS; Ashley Comar, Marketing & Communications Manager, SSVS 

Public: Jeff Robinson, City of SeaTac, Economic Development Manager;  

Topic:       Recommendations/Action    Follow-up (if needed) 

Executive Session After the meeting was called to order and around 
the room introductions were complete, Huffman 
called the Executive Session to order at 3:03pm. It 
concluded at 3:47pm. 

 

Continued. 



Old Business 
a. Update “TPA Assessment” Education & 

Outreach Efforts  
b. Update: Sales & Marketing Advisory 

Committee Applications 
c. Review of Transition Milestones and 

Organizational Checklist  
 

a. Huffman announced that outreach was 
concluded and her team was able to get in 
touch with all affected TPA parties to 
discuss the new assessment. So far all 
hoteliers agreed there have not been many 
complaints. 

b. Applications were due June 1. Kertzman 
announced 8 applications were received 
and she distributed the list of applicants. 
Discussion ensued about criteria to be used 
to make final determination, i.e. 
experience, and industry and brand 
diversity.  

c. Kertzman reviewed the completed 
milestones. Staffing, leases, budget, 
accounting and public records will need to 
be addressed as the next high priorities. 
- AWC board meeting scheduled for June 
5th where the SSRTA benefits application 
will be considered.  
- Banking services were set up through US 
Bank as a small government company. 
- One proposal for accounting services has 
been received from Miller & Miller. 
- Several applications were received for the 
accountant and public records/executive 
assistant positions. 
- WCIA insurance effectives as of March 13, 
2015. The first invoice will be due in 
August. 

a. NA 
b. The two chairs of the committee will need 

to review the applications and follow up at 
the next meeting since they were both 
absent. 

 



New Business 
a. Review & Discuss 2015 Budget 
b. Review & Discuss Organizational Matters 
c. Review & Discuss Employee Retirement & 

Leave Benefits Memo 
d. Review & Discuss Proposed SeaTac 

Community Event Sponsorship 

a.  Kertzman reviewed the draft budget for 
the remainder of 2015. $1.9M is estimated 
for the budget and with a few expenses, 
SSRTA will begin 2016 with nearly $1.4M 
estimated in reserves. 

b. Kertzman discussed the policy to create a 
procedure for submitting agenda items to 
Board of Directors meetings. 

c. Kertzman overviewed the policies relating 
to sick leave, vacation, holidays and public 
employees retirement system. She 
recommended going with a deferred 
compensation plan instead of contributing 
to social security. Discussion ensued around 
similarities and differences between 
government and private benefits and 
inaugural employee benefits.  

d. Kertzman reminded the board of the Storm 
WNBA community event in 2014. The City 
of SeaTac proposed a sponsorship 
agreement with Seattle Southside Tourism. 
Jeff Robinson explained the role of the 
sponsor as no risk and no cost to Seattle 
Southside Tourism. 

a. Once the resolution is passed a 
presentation to SeaTac City Council will be 
scheduled. 

b. NA 
c. Board will review materials and be ready 

to take action at the next meeting. 
d. NA 

General Public Comment 
 

No public comment.  

Date of Next Meeting 
 

Date: June 11, 2015 
Time: 3:00 PM 
Location: 3100 S. 176th St., SeaTac 
 

 

Adjourn 
 

Meeting adjourned at 4:31pm.  

 


