101 THINGS TO DO AND SEE ON THE COAST

1. Hike or bike the newly opened
Devil’s Slide Trail, a 1.3 mile long
paved cliff trail overlooking the
Pacific. Trail open 24/7.
parks.smcgov.org Pacifica/
Half Moon Bay P/R/S

2. Hike Sweeney Ridge from
Fassler Dr. or from behind Shell-
dance Nursery. parksconservancy.
org Pacifica H/P/R

3. Hike or bike along Highway
1, enjoying sweeping views of
the Pacific Ocean, access to sev-
eral beaches and excellent nature
viewing and bird watching. Start
at Highway 1 & Kelly Ave. Half
Moon Bay R/P

4, Head to San Pedro Valley Park,
a walker’s paradise, and climb to
the top of Montara Mountain. Stop
at the visitor center to learn about

the ecosystem. parks.smcgov.org
600 Oddstad Rd. Pacifica R/P

5. Choose one of a multitude of
trails to hike in the 8,020 acres
of Pescadero Creek Park, in-
cluding San McDonald, Memo-
rial, and Heritage Grove parks.
9500 Pescadero Creek Rd.
Pescadero/Loma Mar R/P

6. Hike or bike the trail on Linda
Mar Beach (Pacifica State Beach),
rent a surf board or kayak or join
a summer surf camp. cityofpacifi-
ca.org, Highway 1 and San Pedro
Avenue Pacifica S/P

7. Play a round on the Ocean
Course at Half Moon Bay Golf
Links. Enjoy a view of the Pacific
from all 18 holes. Two Miramontes
Point Road. halfmoonbaygolf.com
Half Moon Bay S/P

8. Head to Costanoa lodge &
Camp for a trail ride on horse-
back, mid-April thru October.
Reservations required. This eco
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adventure includes 30,000 acres
of foot trails, a relaxing spa and
the award-winning Cascade Bar
& Restaurant.  650-879-1100,
costanoa.com 2001 Rossi Road
Pescadero S/P

9. Rent a bike (or bring your own)
and take the “Skyline to the Sea”
trail or Gazos Creek Road from
Costanoa. costanoa.com
Pescadero S/P

10. Take the hike to Mori Point,
the link to Sweeney & Milagra
Ridges. There you can watch
whales and spectacular sunsets.
Trailheads are found at the south
end of Bradford Way and at the
southwest corner of Sharp Park.
nps.gov/goga/planyourvisit
Pacifica S/P/H

11. Hit some golf balls or just buy
fresh produce at Andreotti Farm.
650-726-9151 Half Moon
Bay S/F

12. Explore beaches between
Pescadero and Half Moon Bay.
Try a trip to Half Moon Bay’s
Francis Beach, at the end of
Kelly Avenue 650-726-8819
Half Moon Bay R/P

13. Play a round of golf at Sharp
Park Golf Course, an Alistair
McKenzie course with views of the
Pacific, or just drop into the histor-
ic club house. sharpparkgc.ghin-
club.com, Highway 1 & Sharp
Park Road Pacifica S/R/P

14. Head to San Gregorio State
Beach, a mile-long shoreline with
sandy coves, rocky cliffs, tide
pools, fishing spots and picnic
areas. Located 14.5 miles south
of Half Moon Bay on Highway 1.
pescadero-california.com/state-
beaches Pescadero R/P
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15. Tour the Point Montara Lighthouse,
located 25 miles south of San Francisco
on Highway 1 between Montara and
Moss Beach. Look for hostel signs.
parks.ca.gov Montara H/C/P

16. Check out the Pacifica Pier
and even try your hand at fishing.
pacificapier.com 2100 Beach Blvd.
Pacifica R/P

17. Play a different round at Half Moon
Bay Golf Links, taking on the Scottish
Links course.  halfmoonbaygolf.com
Two Miramontes Point Road Half
Moon Bay S/P

18. Enjoy a 30-minute guided
history walk around the Pigeon Point
lighthouse grounds, available 10-
4, Fri-Mon, except on rainy days.
parks.ca.gov Pescadero H/C/P

19. Pomponio State Beach is rimmed
by towering sandstone bluffs and
allows access to miles of beaches. At
low tide it is possible to hike to San
Gregorio State Beach to the north and

Pescadero State beach to the south.
parks.ca.gov Pescadero R/P

20. Do some tide pooling and
picture taking at Fitzgerald Marine
Reserve. Time your trip for low tide.
For tours, hours and tide tqb|e, call
650-728-3584. 200 Nevada St.
fitzgeraldreserve.org Moss Beach
c/P

21. Check out the birds, blue heron,
kites, deer, raccoons, foxes and skunks
at the Pescadero Marsh Natural
Preserve, a popular spot for bird
watchers and other naturalists.  650-
879-2170, pescodero-co|iforni0.com/
state-beaches Located on Highway 1.
Pescadero R/P

22. Venture over to Cowell Ranch
Beach on Highway 1, where scenes from
“Bicentennial Man” with Robin Williams
were filmed. californiasbestbeaches.
com/half_moon_bay

Half Moon Bay R/P

23. Picnic or explore tide pools at Bean
Hollow Beach or take the self-guided
nature trail. Located on Highway 1.
parks.ca.gov Pescadero R/P

24, Park just south of The Ritz-Carlton
and take a walk along the ocean,
passing the edges of the Scottish
links golf course. (Just short of Two
Miramontes Point Road, on left.) Half
Moon Bay R/P

25. Head to the four beaches that
make up a two-mile stretch of sand
along Half Moon Bay State Beach:
Roosevelt Beach, Dunes Beach,
Venice Beach, and Francis Beach.
californiasbestbeaches.com/half_

moon_bay Kelly Avenue, just west of
Highway 1 Half Moon Bay R/P

26. Check out the grounds of Pigeon
Point Lighthouse, built in 1872
facebook.com/PigeonPointLightHouse
Located on Highway 1, 20 miles south
of Half Moon Bay. Pescadero H/P

27. Visit the renowned Ano Nuevo
State Park, where giant elephant seals
return to breed, give birth, and molt.
Tours offered only by appointment from
December-March; self-guided tours the

remainder of the year. Reservations:
anonuevo.reserveamerica.com  One
New Year’s Creek Rd. Pescadero
R/C/P

28. Pick your own fruit at Swanton
Berry Farm. Call for availability:
831-469-8804  swantonberryfarm.
com Pescadero R/F

29. Toke the kids to Frontierland
Park, complete with an extensive
playground, barbeques and horseshoe
pits. cityofpacifica.org, Oddstad Blvd.
and Yosemite Dr. Pacifica R/P

30. If you're in the area in the fall, try
winding your way through the two-acre
Minotaur’s labyrinth hay maze at Arata
Pumpkin Farm. aratapumpkinfarm.com
650-726-7548, 185 Verde Rd. Half
Moon Bay R/P

31. Bring your skateboard and try out
the Pacifica Skate Park, cityofpacifica.
org, 540 Crespi Dr., or the Cunha
Skate Park in Half Moon Bay on Kelly
St., just east of Highway 1. iskatehere.
com/spot/99 Pacifica/Half Moon
Bay S
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32. Take the hike out to Pillar Point
Bluff and overlook the area where the
annual big wave surfing competition
Mavericks is held. (Not open during the
contest itself.) 650-355-8289, parks.
smcgov.org/ pillar-point-bluff  (Parking
lot and Jean Laver Trail staging area
will be on the right.) Moss Beach
S/R/P

33. Are you a “clothing optional” kind
of person? Head to Gray Whale Cove,
parks.ca.gov, 650-726-8819 (North of
Montara on Highway 1. Only available
parking is east of Hwy 1, use extreme
care.) Or, head to San Gregorio Beach
(entrance on the west side of Hwy 1,
just north of its intersection with CA
Hwy 84.) Montara/Pescadero R

34. Take your dog for a walk on the
dog-friendly Miramar Beach. Off-leash
allowed. Mirada Road & Highway 1
Half Moon Bay R

35. Take the scenic drive from Highway
1 and Highway 92, going west on 92
for five miles, then east on Highway 35,
stopping at Thomas Fogarty Winery to
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taste the Santa Cruz appellation and
take in a great view of vineyards and
San Francisco Bay. Continue on Hwy
35, turn right onto Hwy 84, to enjoy
the Giant Redwood forests. Turn left
onto Pescadero Creek Rd, with views
of farmland, until you reach Hwy 1.
Turn right onto Highway 1 to finish
along the ocean. Half Moon Bay/
Woodside/Pescadero R/A/P

36. Let a Segway do the walking for
you. Segway rentals: 205 Rockaway
Beach Avenue Pacifica R/S/P

37. Practice your swing at Pacifica
cages, featuring baseball and softball
machines, a pro clay bullpen with
two mounds and four 60-foot hitting
tunnels. 650-355-5500, 640 Crespi
Drive Pacifica S/R

38. Head over to Venice Beach at
the end of Venice Blvd off Highway 1.
650-726-8819 parks.ca.gov

Half Moon Bay R/P

39. Explore Dunes Beach & Roosevelt
Beach, at the end of Young Avenue
off Highway 1, 650-726-8819,
parks.ca.gov Half Moon Bay R/P

40. Rent a kayak or stand up
paddleboard at California Canoe and
Koyok and take a lesson, then pqdd|e
out into the sheltered Pillar Point area
to enjoy the scenery and frolicking
sea lions. Weekends from 10 to 3
(May through October) calkayak.com
214 Princeton Avenue, Princeton-
by-the Sea S/R

41. Rent a mountain bike or a
horse (May-Oct only; reservations
required) and enjoy the sea air and
beautiful surroundings. 2001 Rossi
Road at Highway 1 costanoa.com

Pescadero S/R

42, Take a strenuous hike (or bike)
up Montara Mountain in  McNee
Ranch State Park for fantastic ocean
views.  bahiker.com/southbayhikes/
mcneeranch From Highway 1, drive
about 4 miles south of the last Pacifica
traffic signal at Linda Mar. Turn left into

the small parking lot. Pacifica S/R/P

o
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43. Explore Pescadero Creek Park,
8,020 acres comprised of San
McDonald, Memorial, and Heritage
Grove parks. The park contains a
significant amount of forest and
watershed related resources. Pescadero
Creek, which flows all year round, is
a major Steelhead spawning stream.
parks.smcgov.org/pescadero-creek-
park 650-879-0238 Take Highway 1
to Pescadero Road and head inland
about 11 miles to the park entrance.
Loma Mar/Pescadero S/R/P

44, Make a visit to Pie Ranch and its
farm stand and find seasonal offerings
such as strawberry-rhubarb & lemon
buttermilk pies, heirloom wheat, eggs
and other fresh, organic produce.
Open Thursday & Friday 12-6
and weekends 10-6. pieranch.org,
2080 Cabrillo Highway (Highway 1)
Pescadero R/E/F

45. Toke a scuba diving lesson at
Anderson’s Scuba in an indoor heated
pool. 650-355-3050 andersonscuba.
com, 541 Oceana Blvd. Pacifica S
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46. Swim some laps in the Jean Brink Swimming Pool, a 10
-lane, 25-yard indoor pool open year round and featuring
one-meter and three-meter diving boards. cityofpacifica.org
Pacifica S

47. Discover Burleigh H. Murray Ranch Park, hidden in
a pristine valley south of Half Moon Bay. The area offers
solitude, groves of mature euco|yptus, and a rich assortment
of wildlife, as well as the Mills Dairy Barn, placed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1989, 100 years after

its construction began. parks.ca.gov Half Moon Bay/
Redwood City S/R/P

48. Head to Mirada Surf West, one of the few undeveloped
coastal bluffs in the region. The California Coastal Trail
meanders through the 15-acre coastal bluff offering expansive
Entertainment/Treatments views of the ocean and access to the beach from the southern
Food end. 650-355-8289 Magellan Avenue and Highway 1
Miramar S/R/P
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49. Do some wine tasting and play bocce ball while picnicking
at La Nebbia Winery. lanebbiawinery.com, 12341 San Mateo
Road (Highway 92) Half Moon Bay F/R

50. Shop on Main Street, where you'll find art, jewelry,
books, clothing and collectibles. Main Street and Highway 92
Half Moon Bay Sh

#54 Camert’:;’s Pub,
Half Moon Bay

51. While walking Main Street, sample
wines at Barterra Winery and enjoy the
artwork. barterrawines.com 650-712-
1635, 643 Main Street Half Moon
Bay W/C

52. Head to Highway 1 Brewing
Company for specialty brews and
scenic views and food bites. Live music
some weekends. 650-879-9243,
highway 1brewing.com 5720 Cabrillo
Highway Pescadero A/F/P

53. Head to The Ritz-Carlton for wine
tasting in Eno, fine dining in their
oceanfront restaurant, Navio, or a
casual oceanfront cocktail or daylight
meal on their Outdoor Terrace. 650-
712-7000 ritzcarlton.com/hmb One
Miramontes Point Road Half Moon
Bay A/F/P

54. Stop by Cameron’s Pub for a beer,
some food or just to enjoy all of the
memorabilia on the walls. Friday and
Saturday are karaoke nights.  650-
726-5705, cameronsinn.com 1410
Cabrillo Highway South Half Moon
Bay A/F/M

55. Catch a live dramatic or musical
production by the Pacifica Spindrift
Players.  pacificaspindriftplayers.org
650-359-8002 1050 Crespi Drive
Pacifica E

56. Attend a Saturday evening
Pacifica Performance ot Mildred
Owens Concert Hall, 650-355 1882,
pacificaperformances.org 1220 Linda
Mar Boulevard Pacifica E/M

57. Poke among the litfle shops in
Pescadero for some finds, including
furniture, antiques and locally crafted
items. Stage Road Pescadero Sh

58. Head to the annual Pacifica Fog
Fest, held on a Saturday and Sunday
in September. A parade, marching
band contest, food, booths and music
are all part of the fun. 650-355-8200
pacificafogfest.com Palmetto Avenue,
between Shell Street and Montecito
Pacifica E/M/F/A

59. Visit Shelldance Orchids to
see the world’s largest private

bromeliad collection. Open to the
public on weekends. 650-355-4845,
shelldance.com 2000 Coast Highway
Pacifica E/P

60. Visit Sanchez Adobe, a former
rancho and speckeasy, 650-359-
1462, historysmc.org 1000 Linda
Mar Boulevard Pacifica H/C/P

61. Reserve a spot on the Harley
Farms’ tours, meet the goats, see where
they are milked and watch cheese
being made. Or just visit the cheese
shop (daily 10-5) to taste the award-
winning products.  650-879-0480,
harleyfarms.com 205 North Street
Pescadero R/C/P

62. Visit Sanchez Art Center with its
exhibitions by emerging and established
California artists. Open Friday-Sunday,
1-5. 650-355-1894, sanchezartcenter.
org 1220-B Linda Mar Boulevard
Pacifica H/C

63. Make a stop at the renowned
Nick’s Seafood Restaurant and try the

SAN MATEO COUNTY/SILICON VALLEY CVB | THINGS TO DO AND SEE| PAGE 4 OF 7



top local favorite: the crab sandwich.
Nick’s goes back to 1927 and has a
rich and colorful history. Music and
dancing on Friday and Saturday
nights, and jazz during Sunday
brunch.  Spectacular ocean views.
650-359-3900,  nicksrestaurant.net
100  Rockaway Beach  Avenue
Pacifica M/E/F/A/H/P

64. Stop by A Grape in the Fog for
wine tasting, small bites and live music
or comedy. Open daily at 3:30 PM.
650-735-5854, agitf.com 400 Old
County Road Pacifica A/F/E/M

65. Head to Moonraker for lunch,
Sunday brunch or dinner with a
great ocean view. Live music on
Saturday nights from 6-9PM. 650-
557-7025,  moonrakerpacifica.com
105 Rockaway Beach Ave Pacifica
F/M/A/P

66. Head to Arcangeli's grocery
(Norm’s Market) for an incredible deli
sandwich or some of their famous
freshly baked, famous Artichoke Garlic
Herb Bread.  650-879-0147 287

Stage Road Pescadero F
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67. Check in with Costanoa tfo sign
up for their guided stargazing events
complete with telescope viewing. 650-
879-1100 costanoa.com 2001 Rossi
Road Pescadero R

68. Visit the Pescadero Farmers’
Market for “hyper local” produce.
June-October, Thursdays 3-7 PM
pescaderogrown.org  650-879-1961,
251 Stage Road Pescadero F/Sh

69. Check out the historic Half Moon
Bay Jail and snap a selfie while you're
there. 505 Johnston Street Half
Moon Bay P

70. Catch some salmon, rockfish or
even a giant squid while deep sea
fishing out of Pillar Point Harbor. Or,
just opt for a nature trip. hulicat.com
650-726-2926. From Half Moon Bay,
head north on Highway 1, turn left on
Capistrano, then right. El Granada
S/R/P

71. Waich a show at the Coastal
Repertory Theater.  coastalrep.com,
650-726-0998 1167 Main Street
Half Moon Bay E

Mgonr;aker,
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72. Sip some suds at Hop Dogma
Brewing Company. 650-560-8729
hopdogma.com 30 Avenue Portola
#1B El Granada A/E/F

73. Learn all about aquaponics on a
tour of Ouroboros Farms. Public tours
the first Saturday of every month, 10-
Noon. To reserve your space, contact
jessica@ouroborosfarms.com.  650-
879-9215 ouroborosfarms.com Half
Moon Bay and Pescadero F/P

74. Have a cocktail or lunch at Mullins
Restaurant, adjacent to the Half Moon
Bay Golf Links and across from The Ritz-
Carlton. Local fare gastro pub with a
view of the 18th hole and Pacific Ocean.
650-726-1818  halfmoonbaygolf.com
2 Miramontes Point Road Half Moon
Bay A/F

75. Lucky enough to be on the coast
during the Mavericks surfing contest2
(Date announced with only 72 hours’
notice, sometime between November
and March.) Celebrate the Mavericks
Viewing Festival at the Oceano Hotel
and watch the surfers on the big screen
as they ride waves 40- to 100-feet
tall. oceanohalfmoonbay.com 280
Capistrano Road Half Moon Bay
R/F/A

76. Half Moon Bay Coastside Tours
will customize your trip from spa
visits to giant redwoods to hiking
to bird watching. 650-720-7050
hmbcoastsidetours.com 225 Cabrillo
Highway South Half Moon Bay E
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77. Stop by Sam’s Chowder House for
lunch or dinner to enjoy outstanding
seafood and views of the Pacific. 650-
712-0245  samschowderhouse.com
4210 Cabrillo Highway North Half
Moon Bay F/A/P

78. If you time it right, you'll be able
to make a fun stop at Sam’s Castle and
take an organized tour. If your timing
isn’t perfect, it's still a prime photo op.
Castle built in 1908.  pacificahistory.
org/events 900 Mirador Terrace
Pacifica H/C/P

79. Enjoy a Peruvian fusion menu
with a spectacular ocean view at La
Costanera. Also features live music
and heated outdoor terraces. 650-
728-1600, lacostanerarestaurant.com
8150 Cabrillo Highway Montara
F/A/E/M

80. Feel like great Italian food? Head
to Mezza Luna for lunch or dinner, and
enjoy a view of the harbor and ocean
while you dine. 650-728-8108,
mezzalunabythesea.com 459 Prospect
Way Princeton-by-the Sea S/R

81. Grab a casual lunch or a beer
at the historic San Benito Ale House.
650-726-3425  sanbenitoalehouse.
com 356 Main Street Half Moon
Bay A/F

82. Visit It's ltalia for Happy Hour (M-
Th, 4 to 7 PM) or a meal. Live music
most weekend nights. 650-726-4444,
itsitaliarestaurant.com 401 Main Street
Half Moon Bay F/M

83. Craving great ltalian food2 Make
a trip to Pasta Moon, with a menu
featuring local farmers’ best. Check the
website for special events and music.
650-726-5125 pastamoon.com 315
Main Street Half Moon Bay F/M

84. If it's pumpkin season, head to
Farmer John’s Pumpkin Farm. Buy
pumpkins of all different types and
see giant pumpkins weighing several
hundred pounds. 650-726-4980
farmerjohnspumpkins.com 850
Cabrillo Highway North Half Moon
Bay R/P
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85. If you're around in October, DO
NOT MISS the annual Pumpkin Festival
in downtown, traditionally held the
third weekend in October. The event
includes a parade, music, booths for
crafts, food, beer, plus a giant pumpkin
weigh-off. miramarevents.com Main
Street between Miramontes and Spruce
Streets Half Moon Bay F/A/E/M

86. Waich the giant pumpkin weigh
off, with a large cash prize. Held on
Columbus Day Monday each year
7AM — 11AM on the IDES Grounds.
miramarevents.com, 735 Main Street
Half Moon Bay E/P

87. Head to the Coastside Farmers
Market, Saturdays, 9-1, May-Dec.
coastsidefarmersmarkets.org 225
Cabrillo Highway South Half Moon
Bay F/Sh

88. Relax and be pampered with a
spa treatment at the Oceano Hotel
oceanocoastalspa.com 650-263-2008
or The Ritz-Carlton ritzcarlton.com/
hmb 650-712-7040 Half Moon
Bay E/Sh

89. Do some tide pooling and picture
taking at Fitzgerald Marine Reserve.
Time your frip for low tide.  Visit
fitzgeraldreserve.org for tours, hours
and tide table. 650-728-3584, 200
Nevada Street Moss Beach C/P

90. Do some unique coastal shopping
at Harbor Village, behind the Oceano
Hotel. shopharborvillage.com  650-
728-1700, 270 Capistrano Road
Half Moon Bay Sh/F/B

91. If you time it right, you'll be on the
Coastside in July for the annual Tour des
Fleurs, a tour of several area farms and
nurseries. halfmoonbaychamber.org/
events 650-726-8380 Half Moon
Bay E/C

92. Check out the historic Litlle Brown
Church, built in 1910. 1850 Francisco
Blvd, Pacifica H

93. In season, stop by Phipps Ranch
to pick your own olallieberries and
strawberries. Strawberries are normally
ripe from around late April through
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#90 Harbor Village,
Half Moon Bay




September, and olallieberries  from
around mid-June through July. 650-
879-1032 phippscountry.com, 2700
Pescadero Road Pescadero R

94. Like planes and air shows2 Don't
miss the annual Pacific Coast Dream
Machines event held at the Half Moon
Bay Airport one weekend every April.
650-726-3491  miramarevents.com
Half Moon Bay Airport, Highway 1,
five miles north of Highway 92 Half
Moon Bay R/F/A

95. Check out local beers at the
Coastside Brewfest held in October at
the Half Moon Bay Brewing Company.
hmbbrewingco.com/events.htm| Half
Moon Bay A/F

96. learn how to make a glass
pumpkin or just how to blow glass with
artist Doug Brown at Half Moon Bay Art
Glass. 650-283-5626 hmbartglass.
com, 12341 San Mateo Rd (Hwy 92)
Half Moon Bay R/C/P

97. Step back in history with a visit
to the James Johnston House, built in
the 1850s. Open the third Saturday
of each month. Closed Oct-Dec,
except for Holiday House, held the
first two weekends of November.
johnstonhouse.org Located on the east
side of Highway 1, approx. one mile
south of the intersection with Highway
92. Half Moon Bay H/C/P

98. If you have a group, book a fun
evening BBQ at Long Branch Saloon
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& Farms. The venue looks exactly
like @ main street in an old western
town and features everything from a
saloon to a costume and photo shop
to an old chapel. 650-726-3117
longbranchfarms.net 321 Verde Road
Half Moon Bay R/F/A/P

99. Stop by the sesonal Pescadero
Farmers Market and buy the freshest
produce from Pescaderp farms.  Open
3 - 7 PM Thursdays from June - October.
They even have their own Pumijpkin
Festival in October. 650-879-1691,
pescadergrown.com 251 Stage Road
Pescadero F

100. Reserve a horse at Sea Horse
Ranch and ride over creek beds and
along bluffs down to the Pacific Ocean.
650-726-9903,  seahorseranch.org
1828 Cabrillo Highway North Half
Moon Bay S/R/P

101. If you're visiting in November or
December, stop by one of the Christmas
tree farms on Highway 1. If you're
driving, cut down a tree of your own
and take it home! Santa’s Tree Farm,
12391 San Mateo Rd. or 4Cs, 650-
726-9614, 12731 San Mateo Road
Half Moon Bay R/P

We would be happy to provide
copies of this for your use and
to consider additional ideas
for inclusion. Please email us
at info@smccvb.com with any
requests, suggestions and/or
corrections. Please reference
the “101 Things to Do and

See On the San Mateo County
Coast” document. Thank you!
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MAILTO: info@smccvb.com

