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Are you always looking for your scissors?
Is your floor covered in threads?
Where’s a pin when you need it?

If you can relate to any of these questions then this project is a must-have for you and your
sewing room. Our 3-in-1 Sewing Organizer helps solve all these problems in one simple and
functional way. The organizer has a thread catcher, pin cushion and pockets for your small
sewing scissors, seam ripper, point turner, fabric pen, etc. The best part is you can take all
these must-have sewing notions from your sewing table to the ironing board and back while
easily keeping everything organized in one place. This project will keep your sewing space
clutter free and organized so you can continue sewing with ease.

PROJECT SKILL LEVEL:
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Shopping List
Everything you need to complete this project in one place. Use this convenient checklist to ensure
you have all required materials in your sewing room, or take it with you while you shop for supplies.

● A total of ½ yard of fabric. (See specific cut measurements below). You can use as
many different fabric prints as you like or they can all be the same. Use scrap fabrics
you have on hand or pick up some pre-cut fabrics at Michaels.

● 1/2 yard fusible interfacing
● 1” Belting/Strapping cut to 18” long
● Rice, Sand or Crushed Nut Shells for pin cushion
● All purpose Sewing Thread (this can match or contrast your fabric)
● 90/14 Universal Sewing Machine needle
● ¼” Piecing Foot (optional)
● Open Toe Foot or Clear Decorative Foot (optional for applique)
● Paper Backed, Sewable Double Sided Iron-On Adhesive (optional for applique)
● Straight pins or clips
● Marking Pen
● Square ruler
● Fabric scissors and/or rotary cutter and mat
● Iron

Cut:
Type of fabric - cotton is recommended for
easy sewing but you can also use a heavier
home decor type of fabric and not use the
fabric stabilizer.

● Strap: 3.5” x 10”
● Pillow: 4.5” x 10”
● Inside Lining: 17.5” x 11”
● Outside Lining: 17.5” x 8.5”
● Pocket: 10” x 4”
● You will need to cut the fusible

interfacing slightly smaller for 1/4 inch
seam allowance for the following
pieces: Outside Lining, Strap, Pillow, and Pocket. The Strap stabilizer only needs to
be half the length of the Strap piece of fabric. (See photo)
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Steps to Prepare Materials:
1. Cut all your fabric and stabilizer pieces.
2. Apply stabilizer to the wrong side (back side) of your fabric using your iron and following

the directions on your fusible interfacing package.
3. Thread your machine with all purpose sewing thread in top and bobbin.
4. Set your machine for a center needle straight stitch at a 2.5mm stitch length.

Put it All Together:
*Note: All seams are sewn at ¼” unless otherwise indicated. Recommend ¼” piecing foot.
The Strap:

1. Fold the strap piece in half lengthwise with the right sides together so your piece
measures 3.5” x 5”.

2. Sew down both long sides making sure to
leave one end open.

3. Turn the strap right side out and push out
the corners.

4. Press with iron to remove wrinkles and
smooth seams.

5. Top stitch down both long sides as shown
in the picture to the left.

The Pillow:
1. Fold the pillow piece in half to find the center and press

firmly with your finger to create a crease to mark the center.
2. Lay the strap piece you just created on

the right side of the pillow fabric placing it in
the center of the left half of the piece as shown
in the picture to the right.

a. Make sure the open edge of the
strap is lined up with the edge of your pillow
fabric.

b. Fold the bottom of the strap up
a little and pin down out of the way. We only
want to sew the open edge of the strap to
the pillow.

3. Fold the pillow fabric right sides together in half so it
measures 4.5” x 5”

4. Adjust the strap so it is centered on the pillow. Pin or clip
all of the layers together.

5. Stitch down both sides and about ½” in on each end but
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make sure to leave one end open.
6. Turn your pillow right side out and press well with

your iron.

The Bag:
1. Lay your lining piece of fabric right side up. Place the

strap/pin cushion piece on top of the long side of the
lining piece. You are going to line up the end of the
strap with the edge of the lining exactly 3 inches in
from the left edge. Pin or clip in place.

2. Place the outside lining piece right side down on top of the inside
lining and strap piece you just pinned together.

a. Your inside lining piece will be bigger than the outside
lining piece.

3. Pin your lining, strap and outside lining fabric right sides together
along the 17.5” sidies. (See photo to the right)

4. Sew together with ¼” seam allowance.
5. Press your seam open so that you have a nice edge. (see photo

to the left)

OPTIONAL APPLIQUE:
1. Press the paper backed iron on adhesive to the wrong side of the fabric for the applique

design.
2. Cut out applique design and

remove paper backing from adhesive.
3. Place cut out applique design

onto the outside lining of your bag to
the left of the strap and pin cushion.

4. To secure your design in place,
press it with the iron to heat the
adhesive backing onto the bag piece.

5. Set your sewing machine to a satin stitch (zig zag stitch with
3mm stitch width and less than 1mm stitch length).

6. Carefully stitch around your applique. You can use a fun
decorative thread or rayon thread to make the applique pop.
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Continuing with the bag…
1. Place the 1” belting strip along the seam of

the inside lining and pin in place.
2. Turn your project sideways and fold in half

like shown in the picture.
3. Pin or clip along the edges to hold it all in

place. Make sure to leave about a 3”
opening on the inside lining piece so you
can turn the bag right side out later. (see
photo to the right)

4. Stitch around all three sides except 3” opening and make sure to catch the belting strip
in your seam.

5. Trim extra 1” belting strip so it is even with your fabric edge. Remove pins from the
belting strip.

6. Next we are going to box the bottoms of the bag by
folding the top and bottom corner on end together to

make a square shape as pictured to
the right.

7. Mark 1.5” up from each
corner tip and sew along your line.
This will create a box look on the
bottom of your bag. Do this on both
tips of your outside and inside lining
fabric.

8. After you’ve sewn along your line, trim off
any excess fabric like shown. You should now
have squared off box bottoms on both sides.

9. Reach into the opening and carefully pin
the center of the 1” belting strip to the lining so it doesn’t move or
twist when you turn it right side out. Placing the pin in place from
the inside makes it easier to remove later once you’ve turned the
bag.

10. With the pin in place, carefully turn your bag right side out making
sure the belting strip isn’t twisted and is in place.

11. Stitch up the end seam of the inside lining to finish it off your box
bottom for the lining. (see photo to the left)

12. Tuck lining inside the outside fabric of the bag. About 1” of the inside lining will be
showing along the top of the bag where the belting piece is in place. This creates a firm
shape to the bag. The pin should still be holding the belting in place.
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The Pocket
1. Fold the fabric ½” down on both short ends of the pocket

piece and stitch across.
2. Fold the pocket right sides together lining up one edge so it is

½” lower than the other edge. This slight offset will make
attaching the pocket to the bag easier.

3. Stitch along both sides to close the pocket.
4. Turn the pocket right side

out and press with iron to smooth
out seams.

5. Pin the taller top end of the
pocket to the inside of the bag
opposite of the strap on the other
side, being sure to pin the strap down as well.

6. Run a topstitch along the edge of your bag to give it
a more finished look while also securing the pocket and
strap to the edge of the bag. This will also help hold the

belting in place. Once top stitched you can remove the pin that was holding the belting
in place before.

Pin Cushion
1. You can choose to run a decorative topstitch around your pin

cushion if you like to create a more finished look to your project.
You can do this before or after you fill the pillow with rice.

a. If you choose to topstitch before filling the pillow, be sure
to topstitch all the way around except the opening to fill
the pillow. Once filled, you can top stitch that last little bit.

2. To fill the pillow, use a small funnel or roll up a piece of paper to
create a funnel to pour the rice into the pillow.

a. If you are top stitching around the pillow you will not be
able to use as much rice to fill the pillow.

3. Once filled, use a clip to hold the opening shut and top stitch it closed on your sewing
machine. You can choose to top stitch around the edge after filling the pillow but will
have to carefully shift the rice from side to side inside the pillow in order to sew around
the pillow. This is challenging and why I recommend topstitching before filling the
pillow.
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You did it! You’ve created a beautiful and very handy organizer for your sewing room
that can be used next to your sewing machine or while at your ironing board always
keeping your must-have sewing essentials within arms reach.
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