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This project is all about exploring different types of materials to sew on your machine and having
the right tools to do so. This month we will be creating beautiful faux leather cuff bracelets by
adding embellishments and decorative stitches available on your sewing machine. This is a
great project to express yourself. I promise, once you make one you will want to make many
more. These would make the perfect gift for Mom this Mother’s Day as well.

PROJECT SKILL LEVEL:
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Shopping List
This project allows you to create something unique and one of a kind. The listed supplies are what
was used to create these fun faux leather cuffs.

● Thread Options: Rayon decorative thread, all purpose sewing thread, embroidery thread
● Faux Leather
● Assortment of lace, ribbon, beads, chains, trim,

etc.
● Leather snap fasteners kit (if you don’t want to

use snaps you can use other jewelry clasps,
velcro, elastic or tied leather straps.)

● Denim or Leather Sewing Machine needle
● Non-Stick Presser Foot
● Rotary cutter and mat
● Ruler
● Clips or straight pins
● Hammer (if you are using snaps)
● Jewelry Pliers (if you are using chains or clasps)

Tips for Sewing with Leather:
● For Faux Leather use a 75/11 or 90/14 denim needle. Choose the smaller size for lighter

pieces and the larger size for heavier pieces.
● If you are using real leather, use a leather needle.  Leather needles are like a small chisel

that let the material recover after stitching.
● When choosing a stitch for both Faux Leather and real Leather, use a slightly longer

stitch length than for "normal" fabric.  Short stitch lengths can cause any leather to tear.
● Make sure to use a Non-Stick Presser foot so the leather can move easily under the foot

while stitching.

Put It All Together:
1. Using a ruler and rotary cutter on a cutting mat, cut your faux leather into 10” long strips

that are 2-3 inches wide. Depending on the size of your wrist you may want to cut your
strips longer than 10”. I recommend measuring your wrist
before cutting. You will want at least an inch overlap for the
snaps.

2. Pick out your wider embellishment to start with and cut it
slightly longer than the length of the leather strip. For this
example I started with a wide lace ribbon.
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3. Clip or pin down the lace to hold it in place. You can place it down the center or down
one side or wherever you want on your leather strip. Remember
this is a project with complete creative freedom.

4. Attach the non-stick presser foot to your sewing machine and
ensure you have a denim or leather needle in place.

a. PRO-TIP: You can choose to use a thread color that will
blend in or stand out. I used a gold rayon thread for the
black and gold cuff to add a fun zig zag to the black lace.
Have fun playing with different colors, thread types and
even decorative stitches!

5. Set your sewing machine to a zig zag stitch with a width of 5mm
and length of 3mm.

6. Stitch down the center of the lace to secure to the faux leather. Be sure to back stitch at
both ends. Trim off any lace hanging past the edge of the faux leather.

7. Place your next embellishment on your cuff. I like to layer small trimmings either on top
or down the sides of the larger trim. For this example, I chose a leather ribbon with gold
stones.

8. Set your sewing machine to a straight stitch to the longest
length it will go.

a. PRO-TIP: When attaching embellishments that you can’t
sew thru, like metal chains, beads or stones, it is critical
to take it slow to avoid breaking a needle and damaging
your sewing machine.

9. Use a clip to hold the embellishment in place at the end.
10. Place the cuff and embellishment under the non-stick presser

foot ensuring the needle is positioned so it won’t hit the stones
on the leather ribbon.

11. Using the handwheel, turn it towards you to begin stitching over
the stones leaving a stitch between each stone which will secure the ribbon to the cuff.

a. PRO-TIP: When stitching items like this I only use the handwheel and never the
foot control. It takes a little longer but it helps avoid
damaging the needle or machine.

12. Once you have all of your added embellishments secured, it is
time to explore the decorative stitches available on your sewing
machine. I chose to use a cotton white thread on the tan leather
to stand out and match the other embellishments. For the black
cuff I chose a shiny pink rayon thread to go with the sparkle of
the rhinestones.

13. Select your decorative stitch, ensuring that it is compatible to
use with the non-stick presser foot.
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a. PRO-TIP: Practice stitches and different threads on a scrap piece of faux leather
first to figure out which you like the best.

14. You can add your decorative stitches before or after you attach the snaps. If you want it
to go from end to end on your cuff then add the decorative stitches before you attach
your snaps.

15. Once you’ve added your decorative stitches, pull all
threads to the backside of the cuff and tie off with a knot to
secure so the stitches don’t come out.

16. Once you have all of your embellishments secured it is time
to add a closure. For this example, I chose to use leather
snaps so the cuff is easy for me to put on and take off
without needing assistance.

17. Before attaching the snaps, wrap the cuff around your wrist
and use a pen to mark on the backside of the faux leather
where the snaps need to be so the cuff fits as loose or as
tight as you prefer.

18. Follow the step-by-step instructions included in the leather snap kit to attach them to
your cuff. Most kits will include all the tools necessary except a hammer which you will
also need to secure the snaps to the faux leather.

Some other fun embellishments I used for these cuffs are
rhinestone ribbons that have an adhesive on the back. These are a
quick way to add some bling along with other embellishments to
your cuff. When using these adhesive rhinestone ribbons, be sure
to place a piece of parchment paper between the cuff and iron
when pressing.

Have fun making all types of cuffs with a variety of
embellishments. Using the non-stick presser foot is key when
sewing with real and faux leather materials.

Now go make many more beautiful
cuffs and be sure to use the hashtag
#singersewing when sharing your
finished project on social media so we
can see your beautiful creations!
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