
SINGER® PROJECTS

Feathered Flamingo Costume
By Bethany McCue
Singer Education Specialist

Let’s get ready for “Spooky Season” with a quick, last minute Halloween Costume!

In this tutorial you will learn how to make a Feathered Flamingo Costume using an apron. You
can make this with the adult or kid sized aprons available at your local craft store OR you can
use our June “Project of the Month” Apron tutorial to make your own apron which can be found
here.

This is a kid-friendly project so be sure to get them involved in the design and creation process.
There are so many options for turning this project into any type of animal or character using the
same materials and sewing steps in this tutorial.

PROJECT SKILL LEVEL:
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Shopping List
Everything you need to complete this project in one place. Use this convenient checklist to ensure
you have all required materials in your sewing room, or take it with you while you shop for supplies.

● Print the included flamingo face pattern (last page)
● Pink apron in adult or kids size or make your own apron
● Felt in assorted colors for a flamingo face

We will be using different shades of pink & black.
● Pink ruffled ribbon
● Pink tulle ribbon

I used 3 different pink tulles that were 6” wide rolls
● Pink feather boa
● Spray Basting Adhesive Temporary Bond (optional)
● All-Purpose Sewing Thread
● 90/14 Universal Sewing Machine needle
● Straight pins or clips
● Marking Pen
● Fabric scissors
● Ruler or tape measure

Steps to Prepare Materials before Class:
1. Cut out the flamingo face pattern.
2. Trace pattern pieces onto felt and cut out.

a. Cut 1 full head piece in dark pink.
b. Cut 1 beak piece in light pink felt.
c. Cut 1 tip of the beak piece in black felt.
d. Cut 1 set of eyelashes in glitter black felt.

3. Iron wrinkles out of the apron.
4. Thread your machine and set it to a straight stitch with a stitch length of 4.5-5mm.

Put it All Together:
1. Measure and cut your tulle ribbon strip to be twice the width of your apron.
2. Fold the tulle in half and sew a straight stitch with a stitch length of 4.5-5mm and a half

inch seam allowance. With this step we are creating a basting stitch to use for gathering
the tulle to make ruffles.

a. Do NOT back stitch at the beginning and end of your tulle.
3. Starting at one end of your strip of tulle, hold the bobbin thread with one hand and use

the other to pull the tulle away from the thread to gather and create ruffles.

SINGER and the Cameo “S” Design, are exclusive trademarks of The Singer Company Limited S.à r.l., or its
affiliates. ©2021 The Singer Company Limited S.à r.l. or its Affiliates. All rights reserved.



a. Do a little at a time and work the gathering into the center.
b. You can pull from both ends of the tulle to create even

gathers all the way across.
4. Lay the gathered tulle across your apron to make sure it still

reaches from one side to the other. If not, you will need to let out
some of the gathers.

5. We will be attaching the rows of ruffled tulle starting from the
bottom of the apron and working our way up to the waist ties. I
place the ruffled rows approximately 1 ½ inches apart.

6. Pin or clip one end of the tulle ribbon
to the side of the apron wrapping a ½ inch of tulle around to the
back of the apron.

7. Carefully work straight across the apron pinning the tulle in
place and adjusting the gathers so they are even all the way
across. Once you get to the other side of the
apron, pin or clip it in place and wrap a ½
inch of tulle around to the back like the
opposite side.

8. Set your sewing machine to a 3mm straight stitch and sew the tulle
to the apron all the way across following the basting stitch as your
guide.

a. When attaching the tulle to the apron,
be sure to secure your stitch by backstitching at the
beginning and end.

9. Repeat these steps until you have created ruffled tulle rows 2
inches below the waist tie straps on the apron.

a. You can alternate using different
shades of pink tulles or glitter tulles to create a
more dynamic and eye-catching look.

10. Measure and cut a strip of ruffled ribbon
the width of your apron plus an extra inch.

11. Just like we did for the ruffled tulle, pin or
clip the ruffled ribbon to one side of the apron
and across to the other side. Pin the ribbon down
so it covers the top ruffled tulle seam allowance.
This helps cover the unfinished edge of the top
row of tulle and create a more polished look for
the costume.

12. Sew a 3mm straight stitch following along the ruffled edge of the
ribbon. Do this for the top and bottom of the ruffled ribbon.
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13. Most feather boas are a soft rope with feathers in it that has a knot
at each end. Starting with one end of the boa, carefully trim off the
knot or untie it if you can.

14. Clip or pin the rope to the right side of the apron where the ruffled
ribbon meets the edge of the apron near the waist tie strap.

15. Continue clipping the boa to the edge of the apron up the right
side and around the neckline. Stop when you get to the other side
of the neck strap.

16. Set your sewing machine to a zigzag stitch with a width of 3.5mm
and a length of 0 or as low as it will go on your
machine.

17. Carefully place the apron and feather boa under the foot of your
sewing machine making sure that the rope is sitting along the edge of
the apron. We are going to use the zigzag stitch to tack and secure the
boa to the apron.

a. Be sure the needle goes through part of the rope to
ensure the stitch holds it in place. You might need to adjust your stitch
width accordingly.

b. Before stitching, gently move feathers out of the way so
you can visibly see the rope to ensure

proper alignment and stitching.
18. Continue to tack down the feather boa around the apron in

several places using the same steps. Do not trim off the
extra feather boa just yet. We will do that last.

19. Using a spray adhesive (optional), spray the back of the light
pink felt, black felt, and eyelash piece then place your
pieces onto the dark pink head piece. The beak will end up
with 3 layers of felt when completed.

a. When using a spray adhesive be sure to do so in a
well ventilated area while wearing the proper PPE
and use a piece of paper or cardboard to protect

your surfaces.
b. If you have any breathing issues or are allergic to spray

adhesives please do not use and instead use pins to attach your felt
pieces for sewing.

20. Set your sewing machine to a straight stitch with a length of
2.5mm. For this part I used matching threads for sewing each piece of felt
together.

21. Starting with the black tip of the beak, carefully sew around the
edge to secure the black felt to the light and dark pink felts.

22. Sew around the edge of the light pink felt to secure the felt to the
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dark pink felt.
23. Sew the eyelash down using a straight stitch along the curve of

the eyelash.
24. Pin the flamingo head to your apron at the top left corner on the

front of the apron where you stopped sewing the feather boa.
a. Tip: You can use the spray adhesive on the back of the

head to secure it to the front of your apron instead of
pinning in place.

25. Sew around the head of the flamingo to secure it to the front of
the apron starting with the dark pink felt.

26. Take the extra feather boa and clip it over the neck of the flamingo along the front edge
of the apron and tack it in place with a zigzag stitch like we did before. This will cover
up where the edge of the felt. Now trim off any extra feather boa.

Voilà!! What a beautiful pink flamingo you made!

What other fun characters can you create with this apron design? Let your imagination run wild
to create other fun apron costumes!
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