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S N Y K  &  W i n d s u r f  C H E AT S H E E T

When using the code editor for 
standard coding tasks, you can speed up 
software delivery but may introduce 
security risks if you're not careful.


Studies show nearly half of 
 To keep pace 

with AI development, fast, accurate and 
actionable security intelligence must be 
seamlessly integrated into your Windsurf 
agentic flow to scan code as it’s 
created. This ensures that

 without compromising the 
developer velocity that AI promises.


Windsurf

AI-generated 
code contains vulnerabilities.

 code is secure 
at inception

Guardrails in action

Guardrails are most effective when they meet developers where they already work and 
scale across the entire development lifecycle. While the Windsurf editor has built-in 
features for real-time linting and error detection, there is a need for a multi-layered 
approach and external security measures. Each layer reinforces the next, ensuring 
security is consistent without disrupting productivity.

Pull requests and pipelines


Windsurf guardrails and external integrations 


Access controls


Training and awareness


Audits and visibility


PR checks catch insecure code before merges.


stop non-compliant builds before production. 


The Snyk IDE plugin visually flags issues in real time within your Windsurf code editor.


The Snyk MCP Server supports agent-based workflows, such as , allowing code to be 
secured from the first prompt as it’s generated. 


Compliance with the OWASP Application Security Verification Standard (ASVS) supports 
secure development, a benefit when working with sensitive data in regulated industries. 


Gate AI tools on proof of local scanning (plugin/MCP active).


Provide Snyk secure-by-default Cascade rules to standardize developer environments


Upskill devs on AI code risks using .


Reinforce secure coding during development with just-in-time training. 


Track guardrail adoption via Snyk telemetry.


Perform periodic audits to see where policies are working and where gaps exist. 

CI/CD gates 

Cascade
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Metrics that matter


Why this matters


Path forward


Guardrails are only effective if you can measure their adoption and impact. Snyk telemetry 
and audits give teams visibility into how well AI security works in practice.


 Track which developers are using the IDE plugin or MCP server within 
your Windsurf editor.


 Measure how many of your software assets are covered by Snyk checks.


 Monitor how quickly flagged issues are fixed.


 Confirm guardrails were active when AI-generated code was committed.



Without guardrails, adopting code editors sometimes creates rework and compliance 
headaches. Embedding Snyk protections early reduces these risks while giving developers 
and security teams confidence that AI-generated code is safe to use.


 Catch vulnerabilities early, avoid PR churn.


 Stop issues before they cascade downstream.


 Audits and telemetry demonstrate secure practices.



Rolling out AI guardrails for Windsurf doesn’t have to be disruptive. By taking a 
phased approach, teams can layer protections gradually, starting small and expanding 
as adoption grows.


 PR checks and IDE plugins.


 Add MCP enforcement and access controls.


 Automate audits and reinforce with training.


Plugin adoption:

Scan coverage:

Remediation speed:

Audit evidence:

Save time:

Reduce rework:

Prove adoption is safe:

Foundation:

Controlled enforcement:

Scale:

Key takeaway

With Snyk guardrails embedded from PRs to pipelines, teams can adopt AI 
securely and confidently, moving faster without creating new security debt.




Want the complete 
rollout playbook?

Read the ebook – AI Code Guardrails: 
A Practical Guide for Secure Rollout

Get started with Snyk Studio for Windsurf
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