
 

PRESS RELEASE 

Olivier Awards with Mastercard 2023 announce winners of Industry 

Recognition Awards 

- The recipients of this year’s Industry Recognition Awards are Pippa Ailion MBE 

Andrew Bruce, Amanda Parker and Peter Wilson MBE - 

  

The Olivier Awards with Mastercard 2023 have formally announced the recipients for this 

year's Industry Recognition Award. The event is organised annually by the Society of 

London Theatre to recognise excellence in professional theatre. 

Recipients need to have demonstrated at least one of the following: 

1. Excellence in their field of work. 

2. Going above and beyond in terms of dedication to their role and the industry. 

3. Pioneering and leading change. 

 

The winners of this year's award are Pippa Ailion MBE, Andrew Bruce, Amanda Parker 

and Peter Wilson MBE. 

 

Pippa Ailion MBE is a Casting Director. 

Pippa has cast over 200 productions internationally. She was Resident Associate Director at 

the Old Vic, casting three seasons of European classics for Jonathan Miller at the Old Vic 

between 1987 and 1991. After several years as an English and Drama teacher in Brixton, 

her career in the theatre began in 1972 as an actor, production assistant, company manager 

and resident director. She was head of the BA Acting course at Central School of Speech 

and Drama from 1994 -1997. She continues to teach at several Drama schools, inspiring 

new talent to enter the industry. 

Her current credits include Ain’t Too Proud; Moulin Rouge! The Musical; TINA – The Tina 

Turner Musical; The Book of Mormon and The Lion King.  

 

Andrew Bruce is the founder and owner of Autograph Sound.  

A pioneering sound designer, Andrew began his theatre career at Glyndebourne Festival 

Opera in 1968 and was appointed head of sound at the Royal Opera House in 1971. A year 
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later he co-founded Autograph Sound Recording, a leading British sound design and 

equipment rental company, now responsible for numerous productions worldwide. Over the 

past 50 years, Autograph has become a cornerstone of sound design and has supported the 

growth of some of the best new talent in the business. 

He was also an associate designer on several notable shows in the West End, such as 

Evita, Cats and Starlight Express. His original design credits include Les Misérables, Chess,  

Into the Woods, MAMMA MIA!, Sweeney Todd, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and Mary Poppins. 

 

Amanda Parker is the founder and former director of Inc Arts UK.  

Her work has advocated for the creative, contractual and economic rights of the UK’s 

ethnically diverse arts sector workforce. Her previous Equalities, Diversity and Inclusion 

roles include her leadership of the BBC’s recruitment and awareness campaign for the 

launch of BBC Radio 1Xtra, and as Head of Communications for Directors UK, Amanda was 

responsible for overseeing the UK’s first industry-wide research into gender diversity in TV 

directing. 

A former broadcaster for the BBC, Amanda’s previous roles include Development Producer 

for BBC Arts (TV) and BBC Radio and Music, as well as Campaigns management for BBC 

Education. Recognition for her work in EDI advocacy and campaigns include CRE Race in 

the Media, Royal Television Society, MIND Mental Health in the Media and the Stephen 

Lawrence Foundation awards. 

Her charity, the Harvey Parker Trust, is hosting its launch concert ‘Love In Mind’ on April 30 

at the Southbank Centre. 

 

Peter Wilson MBE is Executive Chairman and Joint Chief Executive of PW Productions.  

Peter’s first West End production was Arnold Wesker’s Annie Wobbler in 1985. Since then, 

his West End, Broadway and UK and international touring productions include The Woman 

in Black, An Inspector Calls and Rowan Atkinson At The Atkinson. As producer and director 

he has worked with - among others - the National Theatre, the RSC, Matthew Bourne, Ed 

Hall, I Fagiolini, Peter Hall, Stephen Daldry, Hampstead Theatre and the Tricycle. 

Until December 2016 Peter combined his commercial work as a theatrical producer with 

responsibility for Norwich’s busy and successful 1,300-seat Theatre Royal. He is Chair of Ed 

Hall’s Propeller and on the board of Theatre Royal Stratford East. 

  

We will be awarding the winners on Friday 17 March, at our Nominees Celebration event at 

The Londoner Hotel. 

The Olivier Awards will take place on Sunday 2 April, hosted by Hannah Waddingham.  

  

Eleanor Lloyd, independent theatre producer and President of Society of London 

Theatre, said: 



“We are delighted to be honouring such deserving recipients in the Industry Recognition 

category.  

“Our 2023 winners more than meet the award criteria, inciting real industry change, and 

paving the way for generations to come in their fields. Thank you to all four recipients for 

being hard-working patrons of the industry.” 

**ENDS** 

For press enquiries please contact Liv Burton - liv@soltukt.co.uk  

PLEASE FIND HEADSHOTS OF THE RECIPIENTS HERE: XXX 

EDITORS NOTES 

Established in 1976 and run by the Society of London Theatre (SOLT), the Olivier Awards 

celebrate the world-class status of London theatre, and are regarded as Britain’s most 

prestigious stage honours. 

Society of London Theatre (SOLT) is a not-for-profit organisation which represents 

approximately 230 London-based producers, theatre owners and managers, including all the 

major subsidised theatrical organisations in London. SOLT runs the Olivier Awards, West 

End LIVE, TKTS, Theatre Tokens, Kids Week, the New Year Sale and Official London 

Theatre 

About Mastercard 

Mastercard is a global technology company in the payments industry. Our mission is to 

connect and power an inclusive, digital economy that benefits everyone, everywhere by 

making transactions safe, simple, smart and accessible. Using secure data and networks, 

partnerships and passion, our innovations and solutions help individuals, financial 

institutions, governments and businesses realise their greatest potential. Our decency 

quotient, or DQ, drives our culture and everything we do inside and outside of our company. 

With connections across more than 210 countries and territories, we are building a 

sustainable world that unlocks priceless possibilities for all. 

Follow us on Twitter @MastercardUK 

About Harvey Parker Trust 

Mental health wellbeing is in crisis. Creative work is inseparable from personal identity: that’s 

why the toll on mental wellbeing is particularly acute for artists, and those who work in the 

arts. The toll is most acute for those who come from marginalised backgrounds – whether 

that’s on account of their disability, ethnicity, gender, sexual preference or social class. 

  

Mental health wellbeing can turn so very quickly and suddenly: there are far too few 

resources available to young people needing help. Harvey Parker Trust aims to reduce 

inequality in the UK’s creative and cultural industries and improve the quality of life of young 

people in this sector who suffer disadvantage and discrimination. For more information: 

www:harveyparkertrust.org 
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