
8 of the 16 NEVER EVENTS (reported over the past 2 years) 

in the ED are RETAINED GUIDEWIRES 

following chest drain and central line insertion 

For other RCEM issued Safety Alerts and Safety Newsflashes see:  

www.rcem.ac.uk/safetyalerts 
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NRLS advice  
 

Standardised process for guidewire 

management during central venous access: 
 

• Two person process (operator and 

observer) 
 

• Visual confirmation of guidewire removal 

by both persons 
 

• Verbal communication of guidewire 

removal by both persons 
 

• Documentary confirmation of guidewire     

removal by both persons 
 

• Training and education to emphasise           

appropriate control of guidewires 

Checklist 
 

Use of ‘WHO’ type checklist as recommended 

by National Safety Standards for Invasive 

Procedures. 

http://www.rcem.ac.uk/safetyalerts

