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“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions
without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers.”
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“Article 5

Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.

Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in
the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.

The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph R of this article carries with it special duties and
responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are
provided by law and are necessary:

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;

(b) For the protection of national security or of public order, or of public health or morals.
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“Article S0 — expression Edit

Main article: Article 50 of the European Convention on Human Rights

Article S0 provides the right to freedom of expression, subject to certain restrictions that are "in
accordance with law" and "necessary in a democratic society". This right includes the freedom to hold
opinions, and to receive and impart information and ideas, but allows restrictions for:

- interests of national security;

- territorial integrity or public safety;

- prevention of disorder or crime;

- protection of health or morals;



- protection of the reputation or the rights of others;

- preventing the disclosure of information received in confidence;

- maintaining the authority and impartiality of the judiciary.”
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Whoever wilfully blasphemes the holy name of God by denying, cursing or contumeliously reproaching
God, his creation, government or final judging of the world, or by cursing or contumeliously reproaching
Jesus Christ or the Holy Ghost, or by cursing or contumeliously reproaching or exposing to contempt and
ridicule, the holy word of God contained in the holy scriptures shall be punished by imprisonment in jail
for not more than one year or by a fine of not more than three hundred dollars, and may also be bound to
good behavior
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(The sdoth General Court of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts (Retrieved on March b, 0%4)
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/General Laws/PartIV/Titlel/ Chapter3a/Section®v)
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If any person, by writing or speaking, shall blasphemy or curse Goda or sale writing or utter any profane
warrant off and concerning our saviour, Jesus Christ, or of and concerning the Trinity, or any of the

persons there of, he shall, on conviction we find not desi then 000 dollars or imprisoned not more

thannot more than ¥ months, orbahut find in imprisoned s aforesaid at the discretion of the court.”
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(Archieves of Marry Land Online (Retrieved on

March v,20%4)http://msa.maryland.gov/ megafile/msa/speccol/sc00/5c00b/000005/0009% Y/ pdf
/amObb--b38.pdf )
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One who publicly and maliciously and by any means blasphemes God shall be punished by imprisonment
for not more than two years; . Anyone, except as described in par.>, who displays publicly with
blasphemy a lack of respect for things divine, is punished with up to \® months in prison
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(Talia Naamat, Nina Osin, Dina Porat, Legislating for Equality: A Multinational Collection of Non-
Discrimination, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, Leiden, Netherlands, 053, P 3. )
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One who publicly and maliciously and by any means blasphemes the Greek Orthodox Church or any other
religion tolerable in Greece shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than two years.” Similarly, the
country outlaws any speech or acts that “insults public sentiment” or “offends people’s religious
sentiments.”
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(Greek Penal Code,Library of Congress. (Retrieved on April 8, 2034) https://
www.loc.gov/law/help/blasphemy/index.php# _ftna< )
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Any person who by word or deed publicly insults or in an offensive or injurious manner shows contempt
for any creed whose practice is permitted in the realm or for the doctrines or worship of any religious
community lawfully existing here, shall be liable to fines or to detention or imprisonment for a term not
exceeding six months.
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(General Civil Penal Code of Norway,P.8<. (Retrieved on April S, R0%4)
http://www.un.org/ depts/los/ LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/NOR_penal_code.pdf)
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Creed or Religion” means any system of beliefs associated with practices of worship that is adhered to by
any significant body of persons in Zimbabwe or any other country; “film”, “picture”, “publication”,
“record” and “statue” have the meanings assigned to those terms by section R of the Censorship and
Entertainments Control Act [Chapter $0:08];

(a) making the statement in a public place or any place to which the public or any section of the public
have access;

(b) publishing it in any printed or electronic medium for reception by the public; “statement” includes any
act, gesture or form of expression, whether verbal, written or visual, but does not include any film,
picture, publication, statue or record that is of a bona fide literary or artistic character
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(Zimbabwe: Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act, (Publisher) National Legislative Bodies ,
CHAPTER IV CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER, Section 8%, Causing offence to persons of a particular
race, religion, P 9 (Retrieved on April, @ 20%4) http://www.refworld.org/ docid/ 8c8¢b¥8c.html)
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(>) Whosoever impedes or disturbs the performance of any function, ceremony or religious service of any
religion tolerated by law, which is carried out with the assistance of aminister of religion or in any place of
worship or in any public place or place open to the public shall, if the impediment or disturbance causes no
serious danger to public order be liable to apunishment of up to six months imprisonment and if such a
serious danger results the punishment shall be increased by one degree.(X) Any act amounting to threat or
violence against the person is committed, the punishment shall be imprisonment for a term from six
months to two years
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(Malta Criminal Code, the Penal Laws and the Laws of Criminal Procedure. CRIMES AGAINST THE
RELIGIOUS SENTIMENT, Obstruction of Religious services. Added by: XXVIII. 55©9.2 Amended by
:XXXVIL R05%.8 ,Page 4¢ Retrieved on April €, 2034 http://www.justiceservices.gov.mt/
DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=v¢48)
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Even though in a state of intoxication, publicly utters any obscene or indecent words, or makes obscene

acts or gestures, or in any other manner not otherwise provided for in this Code, offends against public
morality, propriety or decency
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(Malta Criminal Code, the Penal Laws and the Laws of Criminal Procedure. Page v (Retrieved on April

@, 20%9) http://www justiceservices.gov.mt/ DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=b¢48)
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where the act consists in uttering blasphemous words or expressions, the minimum punishment to be
awarded shall in no case be less than a fine (ammenda) of eleven euro and sixty-five cents ($5.%¢) and the
maximum punishment may be imprisonment for a term of three months
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The publication or utterance of blasphemous, seditious, or indecent matter is an offence which shall be
punishable in accordance with law.”
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(Constitution of Ireland, GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS SALE OFFICE SUN ALLIANCE HOUSE,
MOLESWORTH STREET, DUBLIN II, P %0 http://www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/ Historical_

Information/ The_Constitution/February_0%¢_-_Constitution_of_ Ireland_.pdf)
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A person who publishes or utters blasphemous matter shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable upon
conviction On indictment to a fine not exceeding e,000/,
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Defamation Act 005, PART ¢, Criminal Liability, P ¥ http://

www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/005/act/ ©5/enacted/en/pdf)
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