
PERITAS THE GREAT
The Somewhat Mythical Dog of Alexander the Great

    

MOLOSSUS (MASTIFF)  ·  MESOPOTAMIA  ·  336–323 BCE

Long before he was great, Alexander was 
born in 356 BCE to the Macedonian king 
Philip II and one of his wives, Olympias 
(according to some legends, Alexander 
was actually the result of a union between 
Olympias and a snake that was a god). At 
the time, Macedonia was a kingdom in the 
northeastern corner of the Greek peninsula 
and was considered a brutal and uncivilized 
place, particularly in comparison to nearby 
Athens and Sparta. So when Philip brought 
in Aristotle to serve as a teacher to young 
Alexander, it was the equivalent of bring-
ing Stephen Hawking in to tutor the cast 
of Jersey Shore. But Philip was a brilliant 
military mind who was working to con-
quer Greece and wanted his son to some-
day take his place, which required the best 
teaching available. After his son had tamed 
an untamable horse at the age of thirteen, 
Philip was certain his heir was destined to 
be . . . well, great. 

While Alexander was learning at the knee 
of the most famous philosopher of all time, 
his dad was slowly and surely conquering 
Greece, which was not in great shape. Their 
navy had become weak, and the primary 
focus of the people had shifted from the mil-
itary to culture, which is great, but you don’t 
win wars with a poem, unless that poem is 

very pointy. Greece was the ancient empire 
equivalent of being passed out, wasted on 
a couch at a frat party, begging to have its 
forehead drawn on. And Alexander’s father, 
Philip, was the one to wield the Sharpie. 

At the tender age of eighteen, Alexander 
assisted his father in completing his inva-
sion of Greece, which inspired in Alexan-
der a lifelong passion for conquering. After 
Philip died, Alexander took the Macedonian 
throne and picked up his father’s legacy of 
bursting into places he was not invited, call-
ing them his, and killing anyone who got in 
his way. Over the next decade, he expanded 
his empire through the great strategy of 
never losing a battle. His father had con-
quered all of Greece, but Alexander broke 
up the Persian empire and claimed land 
from Egypt to India. 

Though none of that would have possible 
without the intervention of his dog, Peritas. 

Though his breed wasn’t recorded, 
based on artistic renderings, Peritas was 
most likely a molossus, a dog bred for fight-
ing in war. Though now extinct, they resem-
bled mastiffs and are an important common 
ancestor of modern breeds like the English 
mastiff, St. Bernard, Great Pyrenees, rott-
weiler, Great Dane, Newfoundland, and 
Bernese mountain dog. 
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