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Mentor Discussion Guide 

This guide is intended to be used as a list of suggested topics of discussion.  Both mentor and 
mentee can expand on the questions below or ask other questions of their partner.  If the 
conversation leads to other topics based on shared areas of interest, by all means, feel free to 
continue to share and explore.  Students will be asked to submit a written reflection of the 
discussion, highlighting particular points of interest.   

 

Unit 
1 

Current 
Trends in 
Agriculture 

• Ice breaker activity – Get to know your mentor/mentee. 
• What’s your connection to the ag industry?   
• What’s your food story? 
• What’s your ag passion? 
 

Unit 
2 

Agriculture 
Today 

• What does sustainable agriculture mean to you? 
(Resources provided to facilitate discussion.) 

• Discuss some examples of sustainable/unsustainable 
agriculture that you are aware of.  
 

Unit 
3 
 

From Gate to 
Plate 

• Tell me about your community.  Explore the geography, the 
demographics and the industries related directly and indirectly 
to agriculture where you live.  

• What does agriculture mean to you?  
• Was agriculture part of your childhood?  

Unit 
4 

Feeding a 
Growing 
World 

• How does global food supply and demand affect agriculture?  
• What do you see agriculture looking like in 50 years?  
• What do you believe to be some of the most in-demand jobs 

in agriculture in future?  What jobs will cease to exist?   
• Do you think there will be more job opportunities because of 

global food demand?  Why?   
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Unit 5 Ag 
Technology 
and 
Innovation 

• Explore the ways in which technology has impacted 
agriculture (for better or worse)? 

• How do you use technology in your line of work? 
• What is the most interesting use of technology in agriculture 

you have come across?   
• Explore one area in which there is notable opportunity for 

technology to change agriculture in the future.    

Unit 6 The 
Business of 
Agriculture 

• How does the business component of agriculture affect your 
job? 

 
Students are assigned to profile their mentor’s workplace; they will 
want to know: 

• Major products/services offered 

• Customers/target populations 

• Number of employees and main types of roles within the 
business 

• Competitors 
 

Unit 7 Career 
Exploration 

• What was your career pathway? 
• “What’s your something?” (Resource provided.) 

 
Optional: Bring a Mentee to Work Day  

• May be a physical or virtual tour of the mentor’s workplace to 
observe the day-to-day routine of someone in this field 
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Inquiry 
Unit 

Project Students must complete an inquiry project on an agricultural topic of 
their choice, such as: 
 

o Industrial food system 
o Food literacy (understanding your food choices) 
o Food security Food sovereignty 
o School nutrition 
o Soil care 
o Composting 
o Grocery store/food waste 
o Weed/Pest control 
o Ag Business 
o History of ag 
o Ag innovation 
o Alternative Ag 
o Field/Crop 
o Livestock 
o Environmental stewardship 
o Business/marketing (design a product and sell it) 
o Agriculture careers 
o Gardening 

 
Students may share their projects with their mentor at an afternoon at 
the DLC; exact details to be determined.   
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