
 
 

 mhan ic`kar 
]xa srdesa] Ãara punilRöqt 

 

ic`kar Apne k¬Nvs k« samne q#¯I &I, Ãarka ka xandar xhr {sk« samne Aakar le rha &a| 
{skI tUilka k¬Nvs pr r=g ibqer rhI &I, {sk« ha& kI hr gitiviD n_Ty k« sman &I, {skI 
tUilka kI hr hrkt Apne Aap m‡ \k kivta &I| {skI Aa~qa‡ se deqne pr xhr k« (r AOr 
möNdr Acank hI, vaStivk jIvn kI tulna m‡ AiDk wVy lgne lge &e, {nka Anuwv AOr wI 
@os :p se ikya ja skta &a| {nkI dIvara‡ se ju#¯I khainya ~ AiDk Sp½ ho g] &Š| [s xhr 
k« log AOr wI suNdr lg rhe &e, AOr n jane iks kar% se AiDk sjIv wIÉ {nk« kp#¯a‡ kI hr 
islv!, {nk« chre kI hr lkIr, \k khanI suna rhI &I — jIt kI, duòq kI, ¹em v har kI 
AOr {s jIvn kI jo {Nha‡ne kwI ijya &a| 

ic`kar ka nam &a, ic`leqa AOr vh pUre Ãarka m‡ ¹isÝ &I| ¹tIt hota &a ik \ esa kŸ+ hE hI 
nhŠ, ijska ic` vh n bna sk«| 

ic`leqa ApnI ¹itwa k« bare m‡ AC+I trh jantI &I| {se pta &a ik {skI tknIk bejo#¯ hE, 
ik {skI rcnaTmkta AiÃtIy hE| vh jantI &I ik vh mhan h… — prNtu vh ifr wI AOr 
mhan bnne kI Aiwlaza rqtI &I| 

xhr ka ic` pUra krte smy, jb vh sUrj kI ikr%a‡ se AaC+aidt Apne Aakax m‡ AöNtm nIl e 
v sunhre r=g wr rhI &I, to vh socne lgI ik {se [sk« bad Kya bnana caih\| vh iks cIj¯ 
ko lkIra‡ AOr r=ga‡ m‡ {tare, jo AdÇwut ho, AaÿyRcikt kr dene vala ho, jo {sk« il\ \k 
cunOtI ho AOr {skI yoGyta ko saibt kre? vh Ãarka k« hr kone ko ic` m‡ {tar cukI &I| 
vh phle-hI raj(rane k« swI loga‡ kI v smSt Heüjna‡ kI tSvIr‡ bna cukI &I| 

ya — Kya {sne? 

[s bare m‡ AiDk icNtn krne pr, ic`leqa ko \ksas ºAa ò ko] &a  ijskI tSvIr bnana 
AwI bakI &a| ko] &a  ijnkI mnmohkta AOr wVyta ko AwI tk k¬Nvs pr k¬d nhŠ ikya 



 
 

gya &a| AOr ve &e, Svy= Ãarka AOr {sse pre swI loka‡ k« AiDpit| ve &e, Svy= wgvan ò 
wgvan HI¤Z%| 

'ha~, bs," ic`leqa ne soca| 'yid m… wgvan HI¤Z% kI tSvIr bna skI to ifr ko] ¹Xn xez 
nhŠ rhega| m… [s S&an kI sbse inpu% ic`kar bn ja}~gI|" 

[sk« sa& hI ic`leqa ne Apna k¬Nvs {@aya AOr vh sIDe rajmhl ja pº~cI| vha~ jakr {sne 
wgvan se imlne ka AnuroD ikya| ANttò , rajmhl k« phredara‡ ne {se ANdr Aane idya AOr ve 
{se \k cO#¯e, hvadar gilyare se hote º\ \k k< m‡ le g\| wgvan ¤Z% ANdr \k iq#¯kI k« 
pas q#¯e &e| sUyR kI ikr%‡ {npr AOr {nk« Aas-pas p#¯ rhI &Š, {nk« mukŸ! k« morp=q 
[N¶DnuzIy r=ga‡ se jgmga rhe &e| {nk« sb Aor ¹kaxpu=j &a| 

ic`leqa k« Aane ka smacar imlne pr wgvan mu#¯e| 

{Nha‡ne muSkrate º\ kha, 'mhan ic`kar, ic`leqa| Svagt| m… tuMhare il\ Kya kr skta ~̧?"  

'¹wu," ic`leqa ne {çr idya| 'm… Aapse yh pU+ne Aa] ¸~ ik Kya Aap mu)e Apna ic` bnane kI 
Anumit ¹dan kr‡ge|" 

xayd yh ikr%a‡ ka qel &a, prNtu wgvan ¤Z% k« chre k« wav m‡ vh Kya &a jo ic`leqa @Ik 
se sm) nhŠ pa] — {nkI Aa~qa‡ kI cmk? 

Agle hI pl vh cmk Ao)l ho g]| AOr wgvan ¤Z% ne jo kha, vh &a, 'ha~, ibLkŸl| tum 
kl se xu: kr sktI ho|" 

Apne sdÇwaGy se roma=ict, ic`leqa tEyarI krne k« il\ Apne (r kI Aor wagI| vh AglI 
subh vaps Aa], {n swI cIj¯a‡ k« sa& jo {se caih\ &Š — Apna k¬Nvs, Apna ]j¯l, ApnI 
sbse AC+I tUilka\~ v r=g| k< m‡ ¹vex krte hI {sne deqa ik HI¤Z% \k Aal=¤t idqne vale 
‰shasn pr bE@e º\ &e AOr {nka ha&, {sk« hT&e pr rqa ºAa &a|  

'yh k¬sa hE?" wgvan ¤Z% ne ic`leqa se pU+a| 'yh mu¶a, tuMhare ic` k« il\ k¬sI rhegI?"  



 
 

'bºt AC+I, ¹wu| DNyvad| yh bºt {çm hE|" ic`leqa ne Apna ]j¯l lgaya AOr kayR krna 
xu: kr idya| 

{skI d_i½ kwI wgvan ¤Z% pr hotI to kwI k¬Nvs pr| {sk« ha& m‡ jo tUilka &I vh, 
idqa] dene vale hr n\ :p-Aakar k« sa&, hr n] pr+a[− AOr {tar-c$¯av k« sa&, k@putlI 
kI trh nac rhI &I| vh k] (N!a‡ tk \ese-hI ic` bnatI rhI|  

Aaiq¯rkar vh Apne k¬Nvs se pI+e h!I| '¹wu," {sne Apna ma&a po+te º\ kha| 'bs pUrI hone 
vala hE| yid AapkI shmit ho to m… [se pUra krne kl vaps Aana ca¸~gI|" 

'ha~, ibLkŸl," wgvan ¤Z% ne kha| 'AvXy — tum kl vaps Aa jana| " 

to Agle idn, ic`leqa vaps Aa] AOr {sne punò ic` bnana xu: ikya| vh r=ga‡ ko ¸b¸ 
{tarne m‡ AOr wgvan k« morp=q kI klgI ka s!Ik ic`% krne m‡ [tnI VySt &I, ik {se yh 
janne m‡ k] imn! lg g\ ik kŸ+ to Alg hE| 

is=hasn — is=hasn Á  ijs pr wgvan ¤Z% kl bE@e &eÁ vh, vha~ nhŠ &a| böLk Ab ve q#¯e &e| 
ve sIDe ic`leqa kI Aor deq rhe &e, {nk« chre pr \k muSkan &I| 

'¹wuÁ" ic`leqa ne AaÿyRcikt hokr pU+a| 'mu)e lgta hE ik Aapne ApnI mu¶a bdl lI hE|" 

'ha~," wgvan ¤Z% ne srlta se kha| 'AC+a rhega ik tum merI \ esI tSvIr bnaAo ijsm‡ m… 
q#¯a ~̧|" 

@Ik hE, ic`leqa ne soca, Acank yh Kya ºAa| 

'prNtu, mere ¹wu," {sne kha, '[ska A&R ºAa ik mu)e ifr-se xu: krna hoga|" 

'Aoh, AC+a," wgvan ¤Z% ne kha, &o#¯I hEranI se| 'ha~, Kya‡, mu)e lgta hE ik tuMh‡ \esa krna 
p#¯ega|"  

'm… — m… — ha~| @Ik hE| m… \esa k:~gI|" ic`leqa Apne AsmNjs ko +upane ka Asfl ¹yas 
krte º\, dUsre k¬Nvs ko $U$¯ne k« il\ h#¯b#¯a]|  



 
 

{sne \k ghrI sa~s ANdr lI AOr \k bar ifr ic` bnana xu: ikya| kŸ+ imn! bad, vh {s 
S&an pr vaps Aa g] jo {se jana-phcana lg rha &a| r=g \k-dUsre m‡ (ul-iml rhe &e, 
Aakar :p lene lge &e, wgvan k« wav ¸b¸ {wrne lge &e ik twI —  

;ik\ | ic`leqa k¬Nvs se pI+e h!I| Kya vh — ? 

DIre-se, AOr &o#¯a (brate º\, {sne k¬Nvs k« \k iknare se )a~ka| inSsNdeh, wgvan ¤Z% k« 
chre ka wav bdl gya &a| Ab ve muSkra nhŠ rhe &eÉ Ab {nk« chre pr d_$¯ta AOr sahs k« 
wav &e| 

'mere — mere wgvnÇ," ic`leqa ne DIme Svr m‡ kha| 

'ha~, ic`leqa?" 

'Aapk« chre ka wav . . . " 

'Are, ha~," HI¤Z% ne kha| 'm…ne bdl idya hE| tuMh‡ [s wav k« sa& mera ic` bnana caih\|" 

[s wav k« sa& {nka ic` bna}~,  ic`leqa ne q¯ud se kha| {sne b#e¯ sahs k« sa& qu¯d ko 
sMwalne kI koixx kI| ko] bat nhŠ| m… yh kr sktI ~̧|  {sne wgvan ¤Z% kI Aor 
deqkr sr ihlaya AOr ApnI tUilka {@a]| 

plwr m ‡ {sne ApnI tUilka ifr-se nIce rq dI| 

'¹wuÁ" ic`leqa ne kha| 

'ic`leqa?" 

've  log Kya kr rhe h…?" {sne do î½-pu½ sevka‡ kI Aor s=k«t ikya jo Apne ha&a‡ se sunhre 
r=g ka \k wVy ‰shasn il\ tej¯I se wgvan ¤Z% kI Aor b$¯ rhe &e| 

'tuMhara taTpyR hE, mere sevk?" wgvan ¤Z% ne pU+a| 've mere il\ vh ‰shasn la rhe h…|" 

'mere ¹wu, Kya Aap Ab {s ‰shasn pr bE@‡ge?" 

'ha~, ibLkŸl| AOr tum {s pr bE@e º\ mera ic` bnaAogI|" 



 
 

ic`leqa kI Aa~q‡ f!I-kI-f!I rh g[−| vh kŸ+ nhŠ kh pa]| vh Apne r=g imlane k« mej¯ kI 
Aor mu#¯I, {sne ifr-se r=g imla\, AOr — vh Kya kr sktI &I? — {sne dobara xu: ikya| 

k] idna‡, hF¯ta‡ AOr mhIna‡ tk \ese hI clta rha| ic`leqa ApnI p‡öN!=g k« bIc m‡ hotI ik 
twI pta clta ik ifr iksI suDar kI AavXykta hE — wgvan ka wav ya {nkI mu¶a bdl 
g] hE ya {Nh‡ iksI n\ S&an pr jana hE ya ifr ko] n] vStu xaiml krnI hE| ic`leqa ne hr 
{s tknIk ka {pyog ikya jo {se AatI &I, {sne ic`karI kI hr {s xElI ka {pyog ikya 
jo {sne Aaj tk sIqI &I| hay, kŸ+ wI kam nhŠ Aaya| wgvan ihl jate AOr {skI tUilka 
{nkI gitiviD ko wa~p nhŠ patI| 

ANttò , \k idn, jb {sk« sb/ ka ba~D !U!ne hI vala &a tb vh nard muin k« pas pramxR k« 
il\ g]| nard muin wgvan k« prm w¦ &e| 

'he muinvr, m… Kya k:~?" vh ApnI ivpda wrI khanI sunane k« bad f∙!-f∙! kr rone lgI| 

nard muin ne sOMytawrI d_i½ se {se deqa| 'merI i¹y ic`leqa," {Nha‡ne m_dultapUvRk kha| 'yid 
tum scmuc wgvan kI tSvIr bnana cahtI ho, to tuMhara ic`p! AOr saf¯ hona caih\|" 

 

*** 

 

AOr saf¯ ic`p!? muinvr k« vcn ic`leqa k« kana‡ m‡ gU~jne lge| ve xBd {sk« mn m‡ cl rhe 
&e AOr vh Aage kI p‡öN!=g bnane k« il\ rajmhl kI Aor DIre-DIre b$¯ne lgI| AOr saf¯ 
ic`p!? 

{ska ]j¯l vhŠ rqa &a, {sI S&an pr jha~ vh hmexa rqa rhta &a, AOr {sk« r=g v tUilka\~ 
sb suVyvöS&t trIk«¯ se rqe º\ &e| [s bar wgvan q#¯e &e| 

{sne Apna k¬Nvs tEyar ikya| 

'Kya tum xu: krne k« il\ tEyar ho?" wgvan ¤Z% ne {sse pU+a|  



 
 

ic`leqa @hrI| '\esa lgta to hE, ¹wu," {sne kha| 'ha~, mu)e lgta hE ik yh \k ¹kar ka 
AarMw hI hE|" 

'tuMhara Kya taTpyR hE, ic`leqa?" prNtu wgvan kI Aa~q‡ [s wav se cmk rhI &Š ik {Nh‡ sb 
kŸ+ >at hE| 

'wgvnÇ, mu)e lgta hE ik ANttò yh pUrI ho g] hE| AapkI tSvIr tEyar hE|"  

'Kya yh AwI tuMhare pas hE?" wgvan HI¤Z% ne kha| 'mu)e idqaAo|" 

ic`leqa ne k¬Nvs ko wgvan kI Aor (umaya| bs — vh Asl m‡ \k k¬Nvs nhŠ &a, ya  
km-se-km vEsa nhŠ ijska {pyog krne kI {se [tnI Aadt ho cukI &I| yh drAsl \k 
¹itiböMbt krne vala saf¯, inmRl ka~c &a ò \k dpR%| 

wgvan ne dpR% m‡ Apna ¹itibMb deqa AOr ifr ve ic`leqa kI Aor mu#¯e|  

yh vh <% &a — jb ic`leqa ne wgvan kI Aa~qa‡ m‡ deqa, jb AOr kŸ+ nhŠ bs \k Ad_Xy 
Svi%Rm #or wgvan kI \k!k d_i½ ko {skI d_i½ se jo#¯ rhI &I, jb {se Apne hone ka wav 
k;%a kI {n A&ah ghra[ya‡ m‡ qota ºAa mhsUs ho rha &a — AOr {sI  <%, r=g f∙!e|  

AOr ve f∙!e, \k cmk k« sa&, sONdyR k« sa&, \k n\pn AOr qu¯xI k« sa&, jo {skI kLpna se 
pre &e| phle, vh r=ga‡ ko deq patI &I, prNtu Ab — Ab  — vh {n r=ga‡ ko deq rhI &I jo Ab 
tk Andeqe &e| phle, vh {nk« k%a‡ ko mhsUs kr patI &I, pr Ab rexm AOr mq¯mlI SpxR 
{skI sça se AivwaJy &e| vh xUNy k« {s s=gIt ko sun rhI &I ijsne AwI ëvin ka :p nhŠ 
ilya &aÉ AOr {skI AaTma kI kivta, {skI D#¯kn k« sman Sp½ {s kivta kI ly, {sk« 
wItr se \k tIv/ta k« sa& {m#¯I — \k AavegpU%R mnowav ijse roka nhŠ ja skta| 

AOr mn-hI-mn ic`leqa n_Ty kr rhI &I, {sk« sIne se r=g ¹s¥rt ho rhe &e AOr ¹kax, )rne kI 
wa~it {sk« }pr igr rha &a| Kya vh [s ic` kI rcna kr rhI &I, ya vh Svy= \k ic` &I? 
{se xayd hI kŸ+ pta &a| {se xayd hI ko] prvah &I| 



 
 

ic`leqa Apne ha&a‡ ko Apne chre pr la]| vha~ nmI mhsUs kr {se AaÿyR ºAa| jb {sne 
Aa~suAa‡ se wrI ApnI plk± « )pkŠ, to wgvan ka chra \k bar ifr saf¯ idqa] dene lga, sUyR 
kI trh tejomy AOr ¤papU%R| wgvan ne Apna isr ihlaya| 

AOr mhan ic`kar, ic`leqa ne ApnI tUilka nIce rqI| 
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