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bºt smy phle kI bat hE, di<%pUvIR cIn m‡, hrI-wrI phai#ȳa‡ k« bIc bse, vUyuAan namk 

ga~v m‡ \k AadmI rha krta &a| {se s=Qya\~ bºt psNd &Š| vh iksI wI cIjˉ kI Agr ko] 

kˉImt Aa~k skta &a to kŸ+ n kŸ+ jˉ:r Aa~ka krta| Agr iksI cIjˉ kI kŸ+ qˉas nap-

tOl ya igntI ho sktI &I to vh ApnI Al=¤t waza m‡ jˉ:r krta| s=QyaAa‡ se jo Sp½ta, 

AasanI, sur<a mhsUs hotI, vh {se psNd &I| {skI duinya ka \k $a~ca &a ijse {sne 

s=QyaAa‡ se suri<t kr rqa &a, trh-trh kI [ka[ya‡ m‡ b~a! rqa &a| {sm‡ \k VyvS&a &I| 

b#ˉI A&RpU%R &I {skI duinya| 

\k xam kI bat hE jb vh AadmI ApnI )op#ˉI m‡, ha& m‡ kagˉjˉ ka \k puilNda il\, pEr 

f¬lakr jˉmIn pr bE@a &a| vh kagˉjˉ pr Apne pEr ka Aakar {tar rha &a| 

{sne \k Aor isr )ukaya AOr njˉr itr+I krk« b#ˉe ëyan se deqa| ha‡@a‡ m‡ dbI {skI jb̄an, 

mu~h k« \k iknare se lgatar bahr )a~k rhI &I| bºt hI AaihSta-AaihSta, {sne ApnI \#ˉI k« 

cara‡ trfˉ kˉlm (uma]| ifr, ;kkr isr ko dUsrI Aor )ukaya, AOr pEr kI {~gilya‡ k« bIc m‡ se 

kˉlm ko (umate º\ {nka wI Aakar {tar ilya| Asl m‡ [n jnab ko n\ jUte bnvane &e AOr 

[Nha‡ne @an ilya &a ik jUte to [nk« pEra‡ m‡ iblkŸl shI bE@ne hI caih\|

jb {s AadmI ko pUrI trh se tsLlI ho g] ik {sne Apne pEr ka Aakar iblkŸl @Ik-@Ik 

{tar ilya hE to vh pEr k« nIce dbe kagˉjˉ ko bahr qŠckr, {s pr bne pEr k« Aakar kI nap-

joq krne lga| \#ˉI se p=je tk, vh @Ik ¾[tna® lMba AOr @Ik ¾[tna® cO#ˉa &a| {sne Apne 

tlve k« hr \k ko% AOr hr \k (umav ko AC+I trh se ja~c ilya — lMba] m‡ wI Aor cO#ˉa] 

m‡ wI| ApnI nap-joq ko {sne k] bar ja~ca AOr ifr [sI trh dUsre pEr kI wI nap le lI| 

AglI subh jb sUrj nŠd se jagkr, phai#ˉya‡ k« pI+e se inkl hI rha &a ik vh AadmI bajˉar 

jane k« il\ cl p#ˉa| {se vha~ pEdl jana &a, raSta k] (^!a‡ ka &a — sbse pas vala ga~v 

bºt dUr jo &a| DUl wre, !e$ˉe-me$ˉe (umavdar raSta‡ pr, pIle f·la‡ se sje iknara‡ vale, pha#ˉI 

sI$ˉIdar qeta‡ se hokr vh clta cla ja rha &a| DIre-DIre DUp tejˉ hotI g] . . . sUrj sr pr 

Aa gya| Ab vh AadmI &o#ˉa-&o#ˉa ha~fˉne lga &a| 



Aaöqˉrkar vh bajˉar pº~c hI gya| bºt wI#ˉ-wa#ˉˉ &I vha~| dukandar, qane-pIne kI cIjˉa‡, 

rexmI kp#ˉa‡ se lekr ta~be k« btRna‡ tk, hr cIjˉ bec rhe &e AOr qˉrIddar lge &e {nse mol-wav 

kr behtrIn sOde p!ane m‡| dUr se hI {se mocI kI dukan idq g]|

kmr pr b~De &Ele ko kskr pk#eˉ º\, vh wI#ˉ ko Dk«lte º\ {sm‡ se Apna raSta bnata ja 

rha &a| {sk« kagˉjˉ, pEr kI nap-joq, &Ele m‡ hI rqe {sk« ASt-VySt saman m‡ hI khŠ &ee| 

ha& #alkr {sne &Ele ko !!olkr deqa| {sk« ha&, (r se la\ º\ qane k« i#Bbe se !kra\, 

ifr ko] lMbI-sI @os cIjˉ {sk« ha& m‡ Aa], xayd {skI panI kI botl &I| qux̄I se 

gungunata, vh &Ele ko !!olta ºAa cla ja rha &a| 

kŸ+ hI pl bad, {sne Apne Aap se kha, 'AjIb bat hEÁ iml hI nhŠ rha hE|" AOr Ab kI bar 

{sne pagla‡ kI trh ifr se sara &Ela +an mara| pr kagˉjˉ ndardÁ ifr vh ha& se Apne bdn 

ko jgh-jgh &p&pakr deqne lga — +atI pr, ja~( pr, yha~ tk ik pI@ pr wI| ho skta hE 

khŠ ko] guPt jeb ho jha~ {sne iksI trh ve nap vale Apne kˉImtI kagˉjˉ qa‡s id\ ha‡Á  

pr n khŠ ko] jeb &I, n kagˉjˉ| vh s#k̄ k« bIcobIc, jha~ ka tha~ q#ˉa rh gya| kagˉjˉ gum 

ho jane ka k#v̄a sc {se sm) m‡ Aane lga| vh su÷-sa p#ˉ gya| Aas-pas DKkm-DKka 

krtI wI#ˉ ko qˉalI njˉra‡ bs deqta rha| 

Aaöqˉr m‡, {sne \k ghrI, &kI º]-sI sa~s lI| \esa lg rha &a mano {ska sara jox hI 

@^#a p#̄ gya ho| Ab vh kre to Kya kre? n\ jUte to {se caih\ hI &e AOr ve pEra‡ m‡ iblkŸl 

shI bE@‡ wI| \k hI raSta &a . . .{se ve kagˉjˉ lene vaps jana hI hoga|

so Apne &k« º\ xrIr ko ijtna ho sk« {tnI tejˉI-se Dk«lte º\ vh (r vaps cl idya| ga~v 

kI qˉUbsUrtI {skI Aa~qa‡ ko idqa] hI nhŠ de rhI &I| bar-bar vh Apne Aap ko #a~!ta-

kosta ºAa cla ja rha &a| vh sm) hI nhŠ pa rha &a ik vh [tna laprvah ho k¬se gya, 

\esI bevk·fĪ {sse º] k¬se| vh nap ijse iblkŸl shI-shI {tarne m‡ {sne [tna smy lgaya 

&a, {se lana vh wUl k¬se skta &a?

Aaöqˉrkar vh (r pº~ca| {sne samne ka drvajˉa qola to {se ve kagˉjˉ kmre m‡ vhŠ p#ˉe imle 

jha~ ve +U! g\ &e| öqjlah! k« kar% b#b̄#ˉate º\ vh kagˉjˉa‡ pr )p! p#ˉa| ha~, mn ko &o#ˉI 

raht wI mhsUs º]| ifr vh dobara {s sudUr ga~v kI lMbI ya`a pr inkl p#ˉa|



jb vh vaps bajˉar pº~ca to idn lgwg $l cuka &a| Agr vh njˉr }pr {@ata to {se 

idqta ik sa~) k« D~uDle Aasman m‡ tare )a~kne lge &e, hr cIjˉ D~uDlI b…gnI roxnI se i(r 

g] &I| pr {se to idq rhI &I bs +~!tI º] wI#ˉ, qˉalI hotI º] s#ˉk«± AOr Apna mal ba~Dte 

º\ dukandar|

vh mocI kI dukan kI Aor b$ˉ cla| vh Ab wI ha~fˉ rha &a, ma&e pr psIna cmk rha &a| 

kŸ+ AOr njˉdIk Aane pr {sne deqa ik dukan ka drvajˉa to bNd hE| \k nOjvan jo idqne m‡ 

kam sIqne vala lg rha &a, dukan kI sIi$ˉya~ )a#ˉ rha &a|

{s AadmI ne nOjvan se pU+ta+ krte º\ kha, 'mu)e Aaj hI jUte qˉrIdne h…| Kya mocI mhaxy 

ANdr h…?"

nOjvan sIi$ˉya~ )a#t̄e-)a#ˉte ;k gya AOr {sne njˉr {@akr {s AadmI kI Aor deqa| 

'mafˉ kIij\ga, dukan to Ab bNd ho cukI hE| mocI sahb (r ja cuk« h…| Aapko ifr iksI 

idn Aana hoga|"

'Kya . . .Á" {s AadmI ne Aa~q‡ f¬lakr nOjvan ko deqa AOr kŸ+ hklate º\ bola, 'pr . . .

pr. . . Aap sm) nhŠ rhe h… ik Aaj idnwr mu) pr Kya gujˉrI hEÁ" AOr ifr to {sne ApnI 

nap-joq valI pUrI ram-khanI hI sunanI xu: kr dI ik vh nap iktnI qˉas hE, AOr nap 

vale ve kagˉjˉ (r pr hI +U! g\, AOr ifr k¬se {Nh‡ lane k« il\ {se dobara vaps jana p#ˉa| 

vgErh, vgErh|

nOjvan ne {se (Ura, phle kŸ+ taJjub se AOr ifr {sk« cehre pr dya ka wav Aaya| jb vh 

AadmI ApnI ram-khanI suna cuka to nOjvan ne kha, 'leikn sahb jI, Aap wle hI Apne 

pEra‡ kI nap (r +o#ˉ Aa\ &e, pr Kya Aapk« pEr pUre idn Aap hI k« pas nhŠ &e?"
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