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mharanI AmanI!or raSte pr clI ja rhI &Š, {nka isr gvR AOr AaTmivþas se }~ca {@a &a 
AOr {nkI poxak hva se {nk« pI+e lhra rhI &I| &o#¯I dUrI pr {nk« loga‡ yanI nUibya‡ k« 
lMbe AOr s=kre ipraim# &e AOr {n ipraim# k« par &I, nIl ndI| reigStan m‡ jIvn ka vada 
il\ yh ndI ret AOr Sv%R k« [s raJy se hokr bhtI &I| 

!hlte-!hlte mharanI Apne raJy k« k] loga‡ k« pas se hotI º] guj¯rŠ jEse ik VyaparI AOr 
ixLpkar, iksan v ANy qeithr| {Nha‡ne ha& ihlakr ya \k mNd muSkan k« sa& {nka 
Aiwvadn ikya| [sk« Ait¥r¦ {Nha‡ne J¯yada kŸ+ nhŠ kha| AmanI!or pEnI prq rqne valI 
AOr b#¯I k;%axIl xask &ŠÉ [s trh !hlte smy vh suntŠ v deqtŠ, ëyan detŠ ik {nkI 
¹ja Kya kr rhI hE AOr vh svoRçm trIk«¯ se ApnI ¹ja kI iks trh mdd kr sktI h…| 

kŸ+ hI der m‡, mharanI chl-phl wre \k baj¯ar m‡ Aa pº~cŠ| [s baj¯ar k« ¹vex Ãar pr do 
VyaparI q#ē &e ijNh‡ deqkr \esa lg rha &a ik ve Aaps m‡ bhs kr rhe h…|  

'vh mera  g/ahk &a ijse tumne cura ilyaÁ" {nm‡ se \k VyaparI ne kha, {skI Aavaj ̄guSse se 
wrI &I| 'vh mihla mere  AawUz% qrIdna cahtI &IÁ" 

'AC+aÁ" dUsre VyaparI ne kha| '\esa k¬se ho skta hE ik vh tuMhare  AawUz% qrIdna cahtI &I 
jbik {sne qrIde to mere  AawUz%?" 

{nkI bhs b$¯tI clI g] AOr jLd-hI ve \k-dUsre kI Aor {=glI idqakr j¯or-j¯or se icÂane 
lge| mharanI kŸ+ der tk {nkI Aor deqtI rhŠ AOr ifr vh Aage b$¯ g[−|  

Aage jakr {Nha‡ne do iksana‡ ko deqa| ve wI Aaps m‡ bhs kr rhe &e| 

{nm‡ se \k iksan kh rha &a, 'tuMharI ihMmt k¬se º] mere  @ele k« pas Apna  Anaj 
becne kI?" 

'yh tum Kya kh rhe ho? m… yha~ phle Aaya &a| tuMh‡  yha~ se h!na caih\|" dUsre iksan ne 
icÂakr kha| 



  

 

{Nh‡ )g#¯a krte º\ sunkr, mharanI ne soca, 'yha~ pr kŸ+ to hE jo shI nhŠ hE|" 

Agle idn mhl m‡ {Nha‡ne Apne sevka‡ ko bulvaya| 

mharanI ne {nse kha, 'm… cahtI ¸~ ik tum raJy ka sbse b#¯a pT&r $U~$¯o AOr m… kl ijs raSte 
pr g] &I {sk« sbse chl-phl vale [lak« m‡ {se rq do|  

sevka‡ ne Apna isr ihlaya AOr kayR pUra krne k« il\ turNt-hI inkl p#ē| xam $lne tk ve 
lO! Aa\| 

'mharanI," {Nha‡ne kha, 'hmne kr idya| hmne raSte k« bIca‡-bIc \k b#¯a-sa pT&r rq  
idya hE|" 

'bºt bi$¯ya| kl subh, tum mu)e {s tk lekr jaAoge," mharanI ne kha| 

to AglI subh, ve mharanI ko s#¯k k« {s ihSse pr le Aa\ jo baj¯ar se @Ik phle &a| ijs 
iksI ko wI baj¯ar m‡ Apna saman becna ya qrIdna hota, {se [sI jgh se hokr guj¯rna 
p#¯ta| bs Ab ANtr yh &a ik \k b#¯a-sa pT&r {nka raSta rok rha &a — gulabI-wUre r=g 
k« pT&r ka \k ivxal !Ila| 

'bºt bi$¯ya," mharanI AmanI!or ne pT&r ko deqkr kha| 'clo, hm loga‡ kI d_i½ se khŠ dUr 
q#ē ho jate h… — vha~, {n pe#¯a‡ k« pI+e — AOr deqte h… ik Kya hota hE|" 

jEse hI ve pe#¯a‡ k« pI+e jakr q#ē º\ {Nh‡ s#¯k kI Aor se Aata ºAa xor suna] idya| yh \k 
AadmI ka xor &a jo bElga#Ī cla rha &a AOr sIDa {s b#e-̄se pT&r kI Aor b$¯a Aa rha &a| 

'Are — yh KyaÁ ;koÁ ;koÁ" {s AadmI ne bEla‡ kI lgam qŠcte º\ kha| bEl l#q̄#¯ate º\ 
Acank-se ;k g\ AOr vh AadmI sIDa {nkI pI@ pr ja igra| 

'KyaÈÈ?" bEla‡ ko ba~Dne valI röSsya‡ k« jal se nIce ifslte º\ {sne kha| s=koc krte º\ 
{sne pT&r kI Aor kŸ+ k¯dm b$¯a\| 'yh yha~ pr k¬se Aa gya?" 

vh pT&r k« \k Aor gya AOr ifr dUsrI Aor, yh janne k« il\ ik vh pT&r yha~ pr Acank 
k¬se Aa gya &a| Aaöq¯rkar, {sne Apne kNDe {cka\, vaps ApnI bElga#¯I pr c$¯a AOr bEla‡ 
ko pT&r k« bgl se (umakr le gya| 



  

 

pe#¯a‡ k« pI+e se, mharanI ne bºt hLk«-se Apna isr ihlaya|  

kŸ+ smy bIta| AOr ifr warI v DIme kd̄ma‡ kI Aavaj¯ suna] dI| do ixLpkar s#¯k se hokr 
guj¯r rhe &e AOr {Nha‡ne sa& imlkr Apne AOj¯ara‡ se wra \k b#¯a-sa bora {@aya ºAa &a|  

'nhŠÈÈÁ" pT&r k« pas pº~cte º\ {nm‡ se \k ne kha| vh bore k« bo) se ha~f¯ rha &a| 'Are, vh 
pT&r hmare raSte m‡ hEÁ"  

'ha~, pr mu)e ivþas nhŠ ho rhaÁ" {sk« sa&I ne kha| 'hm [tna sara bo) {@akr, [tnI dUr Aa 
g\, AOr jEse hI hmne soca ik hm bs bajār pº~c hI g\ h…, twI yh  ho gyaÁ" 

ve AadmI [sI trh kŸ+ der tk rote-icÂate rhe| ANttò {Nha‡ne \k ghrI sa~s lI, Apne bore ko 
kskr pk#¯a AOr pT&r k« bgl se hokr inkl g\| 

mharanI ne \k-bar ifr Apna isr ihlaya| 

kŸ+ hI der m‡, loga‡ ka Agla smUh vha~ Aa pº~ca| yh tIn kŸlIn Vyi¦ya‡ ka smUh &a, ve 
drbarI ijNh‡ mharanI wlI-wa~it jantI &Š| ve ivÃan pu;z &e jo nIitxaê v ANy dxRnxaê 
kI ApnI sm) k« il\ pUre raJy m‡ sMmannIy &e|  

ve ghn ccaR m‡ &e AOr iksI-n-iksI nEitk smSya pr tk¨-ivtk¨ kr rhe &e ik twI {nm‡ se 
\k kI nj¯r samne g] AOr {se pT&r idqa] idya| vh Acank-hI ;k gya AOr {sne Apna 
ha& Aage b$¯akr dUsra‡ ko roka| 

'deqo — vh deqoÁ" {sne kha| '\k b#¯a-sa pT&r| s#¯k k« bIca‡-bIc| \esa iksne  
ikya hoga?" 

{sk« sai&ya‡ ne wI AaÿyR k« sa& {s b#ē-se pT&r ko deqa| 

Aaöq¯rkar {nm‡ se \k ne kha, 'xayd pT&r ka kam krne vale iksI karIgr ne," {skI wOh‡ 
c$¯I º] &Š AOr vh ëyan se soc rha &a| 've hmexa \ese hI ASt-VySt trIk«¯ se Apna kayR  
krte h…| 

've pT&r k« karIgrÁ" tIsre Vyi¦ ne hva m‡ ApnI {=glI ihlate º\ kha| Ab jb ve pT&r k« 
karIgra‡ k« ivzy m‡ bat kr rhe &e, to {nk« bare m‡ {çeijt hona bºt Aasan &a| 



  

 

'mu)e pta &a ik dUsra‡ kI prvah ik\ ibna Apne AOj¯ar [Dr-{Dr +o#¯ne kI {nkI Aadt hE," 
{s Vyi¦ ne Aage kha| 'leikn yh? \k pT&r  ko s#¯k k« bIc m‡ +o#¯ dena? AOr vo wI 
[tna b#¯a| iktnI be$=gIÁ iktnI wÜIÁ iktnI ivvekhInÁ iktnI inNdnIy bat hE yhÁ"  

{sk« inNdnIy xBda‡ kI sUcI b$¯tI g], ve AOr wI pecIda hote g\É {sk« ANy sa&I shmtI m‡ 
AOr j¯or-j¯or se Apna isr ihlate rhe| ha~, ha~,  {Nha‡ne soca| iktnI be¸da hrkt hE yh| iktna 
glt ikya pT&r k« [n karIgra‡ neÁ 

pT&r k« karIgra‡ ko koste-koste, ve wI pT&r k« bgl se hokr inkl g\|  

{Dr pe#¯a‡ k« pI+e, mharanI ka \k sevk {nkI Aor mu#¯a| {sne kha, 'mharanI, yid AapkI 
Aa>a ho to m… Aapse yh pU+na cahta ¸~ ik hm yha~ Kya deq rhe h…? Aapko Kya lgta hE yha~ 
Kya hoga?" 

'bs [Ntj¯ar kro| tuMh‡ pta cl ja\ga," mharanI ne xaNtwav se kha| 

{Nha‡ne \esa kha hI &a ik twI \k AadmI, \k ivnm/ iksan, {s raSte se hokr guj¯ra| {sne 
Apne kNDe pr \k +o!a-sa )ola l!kaya ºAa &a| 

pT&r k« nj¯dIk pº~c kr vh ;k gya| 

{sne mNd Svr m‡ kha, 'yh pT&r baj¯ar kI Aor jane vala raSta rok rha hE| [sk« bgl se jane 
m‡ loga‡ ko tklIf¯ hogI|" 

AOr ifr vh Apna )ola nIce rqkr pT&r kI Aor b$¯a| Apne p=ja‡ ko j¯mIn pr AC+I trh 
jmakr, vh pT&r ko $k«lne lga|  

AAÈÈÈ. . . vh pT&r j¯ra-sa wI nhŠ ihla| 

AAÈÈÈ. . . AwI wI kŸ+ nhŠ| 

AAÈÈÈ. . . Ab vh mhsUs kr pa rha &a ik pT&r hLka-sa ihl rha hE, s#¯k AOr pT&r k« 
bIc jgh bn rhI hE| nIce deqne pr {sne paya ik vh bºt hLka-sa srka hE|  

AAÈÈÈ. . . yh bºt mehnt ka kam &a, leikn Ab jb vh pT&r ihl cuka &a to {se  
&o#¯a-&o#¯a krk« $k«lna Aasan hota ja rha &a| 



  

 

vh \esa krta rhaÉ s#¯k pr ANy log wI [kÌa ho g\| {se deqkr ve ;k rhe &eÉ n cahte º\ 
wI {Nh‡ {s pr dya Aa rhI &I — yh +o!a-sa, dubla-ptla AadmI ApnI pUrI tak¯t k« sa& 
[s pT&r ko $k«lne kI koixx kr rha hE|  

AOr ifr — vha~ q#e¯ loga‡ m‡ se \k Vyi¦ Aage Aaya| {sne wI Apne p=je j¯mIn pr jma\| 
{sne wI pT&r kI qurdurI sth pr Apne ha& rqe AOr DKka lgana xu: ikya| {sk« bad \k 
AOr Vyi¦ Aa gya, ifr \k AOr, ifr \k AOr, jb tk ik pT&r k« samne loga‡ kI wI#¯ [kÌa 
nhŠ ho g]| {n swI ne Apne ha& pT&r pr rqe AOr \k-sa& imlkr {sko DKka lgaya|  

AOr \esa krte smy {nm‡ se hrek Vyi¦, Apne îdy m‡ kŸ+ qulta ºAa mhsUs kr pa rha &a| ve 
kŸ+ ip(lta ºAa mhsUs kr pa rhe &e| iksan kI {darta se ¹e¥rt hokr, {Nha‡ne wI {s AC+a] 
ka Anuwv ikya jo dUsra‡ kI mdd krne se ivkist hotI hE| iksan kI d_$¯ta se ¹e¥rt hokr, 
{sk« [s d_$¯ inÿy se ¹e¥rt hokr ik vh tb tk ¹yas krega jb tk kayR pU%R nhŠ ho jata, 
{n loga‡ ne wI Apne ¹yTn b$¯a id\| ve bar-bar DKka lgate, xi¦ ka Aaveg {nk« ANdr se v 
{nk« Aas-pas se hokr guj¯rta, vh {nk« ANdr se {wrta| vh pT&r, jo [tna b#¯a &a ik 
phle {se ihlana lgwg AsMwv lg rha &a, vh Ab Aaram se j¯mIn pr öq¯sk rha &a|  
jLd-hI, vh pUrI trh s#¯k se h! gya|  

jo log iksan k« sa& Aa g\ &e ve Ab {se (er kr q#ē &e| ve {skI pI@ &p&pane lge AOr 
{Nha‡ne ¹em se {se gle lgaya| AOr ifr, sUyR kI jgmgatI ikr%a‡ se AaC+aidt ve swI \k sa& 
baj¯ar k« ANdr g\| 

mharanI pe#¯a‡ k« pI+e se bahr Aa[−| ve muSkra rhI &Š| 

{Nha‡ne Apne sevka‡ se kha, 'iktna suNdr idn hE yh, hE n? sEr k« il\ {çm|"  
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