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AaLPs kI vaidya‡ m‡, khŠ \k }~ce pvRt kI tlh!I kI (umavdar (a!I m‡ \k +o!a-sa ga~v 
bsa ºAa &a| AOr {s ga~v k« bIcobIc \k dukan &I| vh dukan \k jnrl S!or kI trh &I, 
jha~ qane se lekr sabun tk AOr mulaym }nI dStana‡ se lekr !opI tk sb kŸ+ imlta &a| 
[s ga~v m‡ rhne vale loga‡ ko yh jgh bºt psNd &I| ve roj¯ subh yha~ taj¯I b/e# lene AOr 
idnwr ka qana bnane ka sman lene Aaya krte| ve dophr m‡ wI yha~ Aa jate AOr jo wI saman 
(r m‡ q ¯Tm ho rha hota jEse mombiçya~, Daga ya sdIR kI dva], le jate| rat ko wI ve )a~k hI 
lete AOr wI#¯ m‡ jo wI q#¯a iml ja\ {nka hal-cal pU+ lete| yh \k dukan &I, imlne kI 
\k jgh &I, swI k« il\ \k DurI &I, (r kI trh &I|      

yh dukan \k dMptI yanI \k pit-pTnI clate &e ijNh ‡ yh {nkI xadI k« turNt bad Apne 
p¥rvar kI Aor se ivrast m‡ imlI &I| {nk« nam &e, hENs AOr Ä¯I#a AOr ga~vvala‡ ko ye dona‡ 
bºt i¹y &e| {nkI ivnm/ Aa~q ‡ AOr srl Vyvhar, dukan ka {tna hI Aiw÷ ihSsa &e ijtna 
ik lk#¯I k« itr+e +Jje AOr j¯mIn se lekr +t tk kI }~cI ALma¥rya~| 

hENs AOr Ä¯I#a ko wI Apna kayR bºt i¹y &a| yh {nka xOk¯ &a, Apne smaj m‡ yogdan dene 
ka yh {nka trIk¯a &a| hala~ik, {nkI AamdnI bºt J¯yada nhŠ &I ik ve ATyiDk qcR kr 
sk«± prNtu ve kwI ixkayt krne kI ko] vjh wI nhŠ deqte| hr sPtah k« ANt m‡ ve ApnI 
AamdnI AOr qcaR \k cm#¯e kI ijLdbNd iktab m‡ ilqte ijsk« p÷e wI mo!e, cm# ¯e jEse &e AOr 
kone mu#¯e º\ &e| {Nh‡ jo kŸ+ wI caih\ &a, vh sb {nk« pas &a| ve Apne be!e kI prv¥rx kr 
pa rhe &e AOr \k suqd jIvn VytIt kr rhe &e|  

[sI trh ds, bIs, pCcIs sal bIt g\| ga~v m‡ jIvn qu¯xI-qu¯xI clta rha AOr kaf¯I hd 
tk dukan vEsI hI rhI jEsI vh &I, \k xaþt {pöS&it k « Sm_itic“ kI trh| hr subh vh 
qultI AOr hr xam bNd ho jatI| loga‡ kI wI#¯ ANdr AatI AOr bahr clI jatI| bhIqate kI 



{s iktab ka cm#¯a smy k« sa& purana AOr nrm ho gya AOr {ska r=g ictkbra lal-wUre 
r=g ka ho gya| 

Ab, [tne smy m‡ [s dMptI ka be!a \öN¶yas wI b#¯a ho gya &a| [s ga~v se bahr kI duinya 
k« bare m‡ janne k« il\ {Tsuk, vh Aage kI p$¯a] krne k« il\ ga~v se kŸ+ dUrI pr öS&t dUsre 
xhr cla gya| vha~ {ska p¥rcy n] ivcarDaraAa‡, n\ d_i½ko% AOr kayR krne kI AiDk 
ivkist AOr kŸxl ¹%ailya‡ se ºAa| smy-smy pr vh yh socta ik jo kŸ+ wI vh sIq 
rha hE, {sm‡ se kŸ+ >an vh Apne mata-ipta k« Vyapar m‡ k¬se lagU kr skta hE AOr ve log 
Apne g/ahka‡ k« il\ dukan ko AOr AakzRk k¬se bna skte h…| 

\k xam, jb \öN¶yas Apne mata-ipta se imlne (r vaps Aaya, vh mej k« pas bE@ gya jha~ 
{sk« ipta idnwr kI AamdnI ign rhe &e| {sne {s p¥rict-se vatavr% ko g¯Or se deqa ò +t 
k« il\ lge lk#¯I k« lÍa‡ se AatI sIln kI dugRND, ALma¥rya‡ k« }pr ibqra ºAa saman| 

'iptajI?" &o#¯I der bad {sne kha| 

'ha~ be!a?" hENs ne kha| ve samne p#¯I no! kI g#Ç#I AOr isKka‡ k« $er kI Aor deq rhe &e, 
{nka ADRcN¶akar cXma {nkI nak pr i!ka ºAa &a| 

'Kya Aapne kwI . . . yha~ pr kŸ+ bdlav lane k« bare m‡ soca hE?" 

'bdlav?" hENs {skI bat ko g¯Or se nhŠ sun rhe &e| 

'ha~| mera mtlb hE, Aap mu)e g¯lt n sm)‡, Aapne [s jgh jo ikya hE, vh bºt AC+a hE| swI 
ko hmarI dukan psNd hE| bs mu)e \esa lgta hE ik hm cIj¯a‡ ko &o#¯a AiDk Aakz Rk bna 
skte h…| {Nh‡ &o#¯a AOr VyvöS&t trIk¯« se rq skte h…|" 

hENs ne Apna cXma {tara AOr be!e kI Aor deqa| 

'tuMhare idmag m‡ Kya cl rha hE?" 

'AC+a, ye deiq\, Aap iks trh se pEse ign rhe h…| Aap AwI wI vhI iktab [Stemal kr rhe h… 
jo Aap tb krte &e jb m… +o!a bCca &a|" \öN¶yas ne bhI ApnI Aor qŠcI| vh kagj¯a‡ se 
wrI º] &I AOr {skI ijLd {q#¯ rhI &I| hr pNne pr n jane ip+le iktne vzaˆ kI AamdnI ka 
ihsab +o!e-+o!e ASp½ A<ra‡ m‡ ilqa ºAa &a|  



'deiq\?" be!e ne kha| '[se p$¯na hI muöXkl hE, [Stemal krna to dUr kI bat hE| Kya Aap 
scmuc yh bhIqata deqkr bta skte h… ik dukan k¬sI cl rhI hE? yid Vyapar ijs trh se 
b$¯na caih\, vEsa b$¯ta rhe to Aapko k¬se pta clega ik hm wivZy m‡ wI q¯ud ko bna\ rq 
skte h… ya nhŠ| 

{sk« ipta ne ApnI wOh‡ c$¯a[−| [tne smy se {nka Aay AOr Vyy ka ihsab-iktab rqne ka 
yh srl trIk¯a karg¯r rha &a| pr, {Nha‡ne soca ik ho skta hE {nk« be!e kI bat shI ho| 
pCcIs sal ho g\ &e| xayd Ab {Nh‡ n] cIj¯a‡ kI jankarI hona caih\|  

'to be!a, tuMh‡ Kya lgta hE, hm‡ Kya krna caih\?" 

'm… \k AC+e Aka{=!N! ko janta ¸~ jo pas hI k« ga~v m‡ rhta hE| m… {sse hmare Aay-Vyy ka 
ihsab-iktab deqne k« il\ k¸~ga|" 

{sk« kŸ+ idna‡ bad, dukan k« drvaj¯e pr dStk º] AOr +o!e kd ka \k mo!a-sa AadmI ANdr 
AayaÉ vh \k warI-sa kala sU! phne º\ &a ijskI kaªlr k#¯k &I v klf¯ kI º] &I AOr 
vh cp!e xIzR valI !opI lga\ º\ &a| 'nmSkar," {sne kha, 'm… herR [Mhof¯ ¸~ AOr Aka{=!N!  
¸~Á" ¹wav #alne vale ANdaj¯ m‡ {sne ApnI !opI {tarI| 

hENs, jo pas kI ALma¥rya‡ m‡ saman rq rha &a, {sne [s herR [Mhof ka Aiwvadn ikya| jb 
{sne [s AadmI ko dukan idqa] to {s AadmI ne dukan kI iviw÷ cIj¯a‡ ko ëyan se deqa jo 
becne k« il\ rqI &Š, kŸ+ cIj¯a‡ ko vh ApnI jgh se {@ata AOr, '¸~", 'Aah" ya 'Aoho" \esI 
Aavaj‡̄ inkalta jata| hENs @Ik se sm) nhŠ pa rha &a ik [nka Kya A&R inkala ja\, prNtu 
vh hmexa kI trh ivnm/ bna rha AOr herR [Mhof ko {s mej k« pas le gya ijs pr bhIqata 
AOr ibl rqe &e AOr {se \k kp cay dI|  

herR [Mhof ne b#¯e :qepn se Apna isr ihlaya| böLk {sne ApnI !opI {tarI, \k pEn AOr 
saf¯-suNdr ijLd c$Ī no!buk inkalI AOr kam krna xu: kr idya| 

kŸ+ (^!a‡ bad vh {@a AOr ApnI !opI vaps lga lI| 'deiq\, kam bºt hI J¯yada hE, bºt-
sI igntI AOr inrI<% ifr se krna p#ēga, prNtu m… kr rha ¸~| m… kl ifr Aa}~ga|" 



to ifr, vh Agle idn Aaya, ifr {sk« Agle idn, AOr ifr {sk« Agle idn| kŸ+ smy tk 
sb [sI trh clta rha, herR [Mhof subh Aa rha &a, kŸ#¯kŸ#¯ate º\ ya nak-wa… isko#k̄r dukan 
ka inrI<% kr rha &a AOr ifr dophr m‡ bhIqate tak rha &a|  

[sI trh kam clte kŸ+ sPtah bIt g\, twI \k idn Ä¯I#a ka ëyan gya ik {ska pit kŸ+ 
AjIb hI $=g se cup-cup-sa ho gya hE| idn bºt suNdr &a, hLka gmR, DUp iqlI º] AOr 
iq#¯ikya‡ se roxnI ANdr Aa rhI &I| dukan loga‡ se wrI º] &I, k] log b#e¯ jox k« sa& bat 
kr rhe &e ik pha#¯a‡ kI Aor sf¯r krne ya ipkink mnane k« il\ {Nh‡ Kya-Kya q¯rIdna caih\| 

'Kya ºAa?" Ä¯I#a ne pU+a| 'Aap [tne cup Kya‡ h…?" 

hENs ne nIce Apne ha&a‡ kI Aor deqa, {sk« ma&e pr icNta kI lkIr‡ &Š| {sne ko] {çr nhŠ 
idya| 

'ye Kya hE? Aap jante h… n ik Aap mu)e bta skte h…|" 

'Aka{=!N!| herR [Mhof k« kar%|" {sk« ma&e kI lkIr‡ AOr ghrI ho g[−| 

'{sk« bare m‡ Kya?" 

'kl rat jb vh ja rha &a to {sne . . . {sne mu)e btaya ik . . ." hENs kI Aavaj¯ DImI ho g]| 

'ha~? {sne Kya btaya?" 

hENs ne \k lMbI sa~s +o#¯I AOr $Ile p#¯te º\ kha '{sne kha ik hm idvailya hone vale h…|" 

'Kya?" Ä¯I#a ne kha| '\esa k¬se ho skta hE?" 

'AC+a, bat yh hE ik hm AwI idvailya nhŠ ho rhe h…  — pr herR [Mhof ne kha hE ik ho skta 
hE  ik hm Aage kwI idvailya ho ja\~Á {sne kha hE ik hm‡ ApnI dukan ko AOr b#¯a krna 
hoga, hm‡ Apne g/ahk wI b$¯ane ha‡ge AOr Alg-Alg ikSm ka saman wI rqna hoga AOr yh 
kha hE ik hm jo kŸ+ wI kr rhe h…, vh sb glt hEÁ" 

{sne Apna isr pk#¯ ilya, vh pUrI trh !U! cuka &a AOr bºt duqI &a| 



Ä¯I#a ne dukan kI Aor deqa| s~kre-se gilyare m‡ loga‡ kI wI#¯ lgI º] &I| log h~s rhe &e, 
bat kr rhe &e, saman cun rhe &e| rijS!r k« pas g/ahka‡ kI \k p=i¦ bnna xu: ho g] &I| vh 
Apne pit kI Aor mu#¯I| 

suin\, m… Aapse \k ¹Xn pU+na cahtI ¸~|" 

'ha~, pU+o?" hENs ne dbI-sI, DImI-sI Aavaj¯ m‡ kha| vh AwI wI Apna isr pk#¯e bE@a &a| 

'[tne sala‡ se hm [s dukan k« mailk h…, h… n?" 

'ha~|" 

'AOr [s dOran hmare pas hmexa bºt sare g/ahk Aate rhe h… n?" 

'ha~|" 

 'AOr Aapne hmexa se ibl AOr qceR ka savDanI se ihsab rqa hE, hE n?" 

'ha~|" 

'AOr hmare pas hmexa pyaRPt pEsa rha hE, hE n?" 

'ha~|"  

'AOr hm qu¯x rhe h…?" 

'ha~, bºt qu¯x|" 

'to vh Kya hE jo bdl gya hE?" 

hENs ne ApnI pTnI kI Aor deqa| {sk« cehre pr jo duq k«, inraxa k« wav &e, ve +~!ne lge| 

AOr ifr vh bola ò 

'Aka{=!N!Á" 
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