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inyol k« pEra‡ k« nIce kI j¯mIn nmR, sUqI AOr ghre ge:\ r=g kI &I| Apne Aap m‡ yh j¯mIn 
deqne m‡ AnU@I AOr mnmohk &I — böLk khna caih\ ik mN`muGD kr dene valI &I| yh 
k±k#¯-pT&r se j#Ī &IÉ hr \k k±k#¯-pT&r ka :pakar AOr r=g Alg-Alg &a| yha~ pr 
Anek pxu-pi<ya‡ AOr kI#¯a‡ ne Apna (r bna ilya &a| AOr yha~ pODe wI &e ijNha‡ne [s j ¯mIn 
ko {skI bnav!, {ska Aakar idya &a, \k khanI dI &I ijskI j#‡̄ ghrI AOr khŠ bºt-hI 
nIce &Š|  

ifr wI inyol ko hmexa se hI Aakax m‡ AiDk ;ic &I| {sk« mn ko {s AdÇwut jgt m‡ qo 
jane k« il\ iksI bhane kI j¯:rt nhŠ &I| inSsNdeh vh di<%piÿmI AmrIka k« ijs wag m‡ 
rhtI &I, vha~ ka Aakax ivöSmt kr dene vala &a| sUyaRSt k« smy {ska b…gnI-nar=gI r=g, 
SvPn sman idqa] deta &a| 

inyol Apne (r k« bahr bE@I &IÉ vh sNëya smy k« Aakax m‡ badla‡ ko bhta ºAa deq rhI 
&I| {se [n badla‡ m‡ Anek Aa¤itya~ nj¯r Aa rhI &Š ò q¯rgox, p=+I, îdy, mDumKqI| 

vh ApnI {~gilya‡ se Aakax m‡ [n Aa¤itya‡ ko bnana xu: kr hI rhI &I ik {se khŠ nj¯dIk 
se AatI Aavaj‡̄ suna] dŠ| !k, bk| !k, bk|  {sne \ka\k nIce deqa| 

vha~ {sk« samne \k gDa &a AOr vh DUl se snI s#¯k pr cla ja rha &a| !k, bk| !k, bk|  
gDe kI pI@ pr }n ka \k b#¯a-sa gÌr lda &a| 

yh j¯:r ipta jI kI dukan pr ja rha hE,  inyol ne soca| {sk« ipta jI \k julahe &e, AOr 
\k-bar }n se Daga kat il\ jane pr ve ha& se kp#¯a buna krte &e| inyol ifr se }pr 
badla‡ kI Aor deqne lgI| 



 

  

!k, bk|  AOr ifr se vhI Aavaj¯ Aa]| bs [s bar, \esa lga ik s#¯k pr bºt sare qura‡ kI 
!ap &I| inyol ne nIce deqa, AOr ibLk Ÿl, \k AOr gDa &a| {sne g¯Or se deqa — drAsl, tIn 
gDe &e| Are nhŠ-nhŠ, ;ko, carÁ ya ifr pa~c? 

böLk gDe \k k« pI+e \k, {skI Aor Aate hI ja rhe &e AOr {nkI pI@ pr lde &e }n k«  
b#¯e-b#¯e gÌr| {Nh‡ deqkr inyol ko icNta hone lgI| {sk« ipta jI wla [tnI sarI }n ka 
Kya kr‡ge? [ska Kya hoga? [tnI jLdI [n sbse kp#¯a k¬se bnega? {sk« ipta jI k« pas to 
k«vl \k hI kr(a hE| [se katega kOn AOr bunega kOn?  

Aakax m‡ A~Dera +ane lga AOr inyol kI Aa~q‡ nŠd se bNd hone lgŠ| katega kOn? {sne qu¯d 
se pU+a| bunega kOn?  

katna, bunna . . . {sk« idmag m‡ khŠ ye xBd (Um rhe &e| katna, bunna. . . AOr jLd hI inyol  
so g]| 

sote hI {skI Aa~qa‡ k« samne ka d_Xy bdl gya| Ab inyol spna deq rhI &I AOr spne m‡ 
{sne deqa ik Du~DlI-sI idqa] dene valI Aa¤itya‡ ka \k )u^# khŠ dUr se {sI kI Aor cla 
Aa rha &a| jEse-jEse ye Aa¤itya~ pas AatI g[−, ve Sp½ hotI g[−| ve )brIlI idq rhI &Š| 
{nk« car pEr &e| AOr {nm‡ se hr \k k« }pr iksI trIk«¯ ka bo)a lda ºAa &a| 'Are nhŠÁ" 
inyol ca…k g]| 'gDeÁ" 

Acank {skI Aa~q qulIÉ {sne j¯or se sa~s ANdr qŠcI, AOr bahr twI +o#¯I jb {se \hsas 
ºAa ik {sk« }pr to tare AOr rat ka inòxBd Aakax hE| AaÈÈÈh|  vh {@ kr bE@I AOr {sne 
ApnI plk« )pka[−| 

AOr ifr — {sne dobara ApnI plk« )pka[−| {sne ApnI Aa~q‡ mlŠ AOr {sk« samne jo &a 
{sne {se ëyan se deqa| nhŠ,  {sne soca| \esa nhŠ ho sktaÁ  vha~ ifr se gDe &e, do, car, +ò 
AOr ve [s trh k¯dmtal krte º\ Aage b$¯ rhe &e mano ve iksI AnoqI janvra‡ kI f¯Oj k« 
sdSy ha‡| AOr {nkI pI@ pr rqa }n ka gÌr {nk« hr k¯dm k« sa& }pr-nIce ihl rha &a| 



 

  

inyol k« mn m‡ ifr se svala‡ ka ta~ta lg gya| katega kOn? bunega kOn? '[tnI sarI }nÁ" 
{sne DIme Svr m‡ Apne Aap se kha| '[tnI sarI }n . . . " 

gDa‡ ka ivcar AOr }n kI tSvIr {sk« idmag pr pUrI trh se +a g], AOr inyol ifr-se j¯mIn 
pr le! g]| [sse phle kI vh jan patI, vh vaps spna‡ kI duinya m‡ pº~c g] &I, AOr vha~ 
ifr se gDe hI &e| f¯k¨ bs [tna &a ik AbkI bar {nkI tadat sEk#¯a‡ m‡ &I AOr ve jp rhe &e| 
katega kOn? bunega kOn? 

inyol ifr se {@kr bE@ g] AOr {sne deqa — nhŠ, nhŠ, nhŠÁ  gDa‡ kI \k AOr p=i¦ s#¯k pr 
clI Aa rhI &I| vh ka~pne lgI| {skI h&eilya~ psIne-psIne ho g[−| {se lga, merI tibyt 
@Ik nhŠ hE|  {sne Apne ma&e pr ha& lgayaÉ vh hLka grm &a| mu)e buqar hEÁ  {sne soca| 

ifr se vhI sval Aaya ò 'katega kOn AOr bunega kOn?" rat se subh ho g] AOr inyol hr 
sa~s k« sa& yhI sval dohra rhI &I| 

inyol k« ipta jI drvajē se bahr ja hI rhe &e ik {Nha‡ne inyol ko \esa khte º\ suna| 

{Nha‡ne dhlIj¯ k« bahr k¯dm rqte º\ pU+a, 'tum Kya kh rhI ho inyol?"  

'katega kOn? bunega kOn?" 

inyol k« ipta jI ne icNta se {skI Aor deqa| 

'Kya mtlb hE tuMhara ¾katega kOn AOr bunega kOn?®" 

ifr {nkI nj¯r gDa‡ pr p#¯I|  

'AC+a," {Nha‡ne kha| 'tum icNta mt kro, be!a| m… [s }n se kp#¯a bna}~ga|" 

inyol to sunne ko tEyar hI nhŠ &I| 'pr yh iktnI sarI  }n hEÁ" {sne AaÿyR se kha| 
'katega kOn? bunega kOn?" 



 

  

{sk« ipta jI ne \k bar ifr {se sm)ane ka ¹yas ikya, pr {ska ko] Asr nhŠ ºAa| Ab 
{Nha‡ne {ska ëyan b!ane kI koixx kI, kŸ+ pODe idqa\ jo hal hI m‡ {ge &e| pr {sse wI kŸ+ 
nhŠ ºAa| inyol AwI wI vhŠ A!kI &I| 'katega kOn? bunega kOn?" 

ANttò inyol k« ipta jI ne har man lI AOr ve mdd ma~gne inkl p#ē| ve \k sm)dar Vyi¦ 
ko jante &e jo pas m‡ hI rhte &e| ye Vyi¦ hmexa AjIbo-grIb cIj¯a‡ ka hl inkala krte &e| 
xayd {Nh‡ pta ho ik {nkI be!I, inyol k« sa& Kya krna hE|  

inyol Ab wI dhlIj¯ pr hI bE@I &I jb {sk« ipta jI {n sm)dar Vyi¦ ko lekr (r vaps 
Aa\| vh bºt DIme Svr m‡ budbuda rhI &I| 'katega kOn? bunega kOn?" 

ve Vyi¦ inyol k« bgl m‡ (u!na‡ k« bl bE@ g\| 'Kya ºAa?" {Nha‡ne Pyar-se pU+a|  

'}nÁ" inyol ne )! se kha, vh ApnI b#¯I-b#¯I Aa~qa‡ se deq rhI &I| '[tnI sarI }nÁ [se 
katega kOn AOr bunega kOn?" 

'Are ha~," {n Vyi¦ ne kha| '}n|" 

'Aap jante h… {sk« bare m‡?" inyol ne pU+a| 

'Are, ha~, ha~, ibLkŸl m… janta ¸~," {n Vyi¦ ne kha| ve \k <% k« il\ ;k«, AOr Acank {nk« 
bolne ka lhj¯a bdl gyaÉ ve &o#¯e AOr gMwIr ho g\| 'pr Kya tumne vh q¯br sunI?" 

'kOn-sI qb̄r?" inyol ne kha| 

{n Vyi¦ ne \k ghrI sa~s lI| {Nha‡ne Apna isr ihlaya| 'deqo," {Nha‡ne kha| 'sarI }n 
tuMhare ipta jI kI dukan pr la] g] &I| prNtu ifr . . . Aag lg g]|" 

inyol k« ipta jI yh sunkr d=g rh g\| {Nh‡ iksI wI Aag k« bare m‡ pta nhŠ &aÁ ve kŸ+ 
bolne hI vale &e, prNtu {n sm)dar Vyi¦ ne Apne ha& k« [xare se {Nh‡ cup kra idya| 



 

  

'ha~," {n Vyi¦ ne kha, ve AwI-wI inyol kI Aor deq rhe &e| 'tuMhare ipta jI kI dukan m‡ 
Aag lg g]| Ab icNta mt kroÉ dukan @Ik hE| prNtu vh sarI }n jo tumne deqI &I — gDa‡ 
kI pI@ pr bNDe º\ ve sare gÌr — ve sb  jlkr raq ho g\ h…| j¯ra-sI wI }n nhŠ bcI|" 

'j¯ra-sI wI }n nhŠ bcI?" inyol ne q¯ux hokr DIme Svr m‡ kha| 

'j¯ra-sI wI }n nhŠ bcI," sm)dar Vyi¦ ne kha| 

inyol muSkra], {skI Aa~qa‡ m‡ Ab cmk &I| vh h~sne lgI| 

'j¯ra-sI wI }n nhŠ bcIÁ" vh öqlöqlakr h~sne lgI|  

AOr ifr inyol k∙dkr q#Ī ho g] AOr nacne lgI| vh gol-gol (Umne lgI| {sne ApnI bah‡ 
f¬la[− AOr vh Apna isr pI+e kI Aor )ukakr Aakax ko deqne lgI| {sk« pa~v j¯mIn pr p#¯ 
hI nhŠ rhe &e| 
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