Q1. The Indian voter is an important pillar of India’s democracy. In what ways does SIR help in strengthening
this pillar? Explain.

ANS: - The Indian voter is the most important pillar of India’s democratic system, as sovereignty ultimately
resides in the people and free and fair elections depend upon the accuracy and inclusiveness of the electoral
process. In this context, the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of Electoral Rolls plays a crucial role in
strengthening this democratic pillar while safeguarding constitutional values.

Under Article 326 of the Indian Constitution, elections to the House of the People and State Legislative
Assemblies are based on universal adult suffrage, guaranteeing every citizen above 18 years of age the right to
vote without discrimination. SIR operationalizes this mandate by ensuring that no eligible voter is excluded

and no ineligible voter is included in the electoral rolls.

Firstly, SIR enhances the integrity and purity of elections by identifying and removing duplicate, fake, or
deceased entries, thereby preventing electoral fraud and upholding the principle of “one person, one vote, one
value.”

Secondly, it promotes inclusiveness and wider democratic participation by enrolling eligible voters who may
have been left out earlier, such as first-time voters, migrants,

urban poor, women, and marginalized sections. This ensures that the constitutional right under Article 326 is
not violated due to administrative lapses.

Thirdly, SIR improves transparency and public trust through door-to-door verification, public claims and
objections, and the involvement of Booth Level Officers (BLOs), ensuring accountability and citizen
engagement in the electoral process.

Fourthly, procedural safeguards under SIR, including prior notice, opportunities for correction, and appeal
mechanisms, prevent arbitrary deletion of names and protect voters from disenfranchisement.

Finally, SIR strengthens administrative efficiency and voter awareness by updating voter data such as address
and age, reducing polling-day errors, and empowering citizens with knowledge of their rights and
responsibilities.

Conclusion:By balancing accuracy with inclusiveness and by adhering to due process, SIR reinforces the
constitutional guarantee of universal adult suffrage under Article 326. Thus, it strengthens the Indian voter and
deepens democratic legitimacy in India.
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Q2. In a democracy, the voter is considered the most decisive authority. Systematic Voters’
Education and Electoral Participation developed by the Election Commission of India and
commonly known as SVEEP, is playing a revolutionary role in strengthening this pillar. This
can be understood in the following ways:

1. Dissemination of neutral and accurate information

e During elections, the problem of fake news and misinformation often increases.

e Providing voters with accurate information about election dates, the voter registration (Voter ID) process,
and polling stations.

e Explaining electoral processes such as the functioning of EVMs and VVPATs.

2. Voter awareness and education, such as:

e The primary objective of SIR/SVEEP is to make voters aware of their constitutional rights.

e Ensuring that every citizen who has attained the age of 18 years is included in the electoral roll.

e Ensuring that no one is left behind, including the registration of homeless persons, migrants, and
marginalized communities.

3. Inclusive democracy (Inclusivity), such as:

Encouraging young voters, especially first-time voters.

Youth participation brings new energy and vision into future politics.

Bringing women and rural voters to polling booths by breaking patriarchal and geographical barriers.
Facilities like the ‘Saksham App’ for Persons with Disabilities (PwDs).

Home voting for senior citizens—providing the option of voting from home for citizens above 85 years of
age.

4. Ethical and voluntary voting, such as:

e The strength of democracy lies not merely in casting a vote, but in voting correctly and without
inducement.

e Promoting inducement-free voting by discouraging voters from accepting liquor, money, or gifts in
exchange for votes.

e Encouraging voters to rise above caste and religion and make choices based on the merit and competence
of candidates.

e The C-Vigil App, which empowers citizens to directly report violations of the Model Code of Conduct to
the Election Commission of India during elections.

5. Increase in voter turnout

e Generally, voter apathy is higher in urban areas, where people often treat polling day as a holiday.
e Through various campaigns, advertisements, and the use of social media influencers, the SIR/SVEEP
programme conveys that even a single vote can change the direction of the nation.



6. Promoting transparency and accountability, such as:

e Analysis of candidates, including their educational qualifications, criminal antecedents, and asset
declarations.

e Comparative study of party manifestos.

Conclusion:SIR transforms the voter from a mere “number” into an aware and informed citizen. When voters
are conscious and well-informed, they choose accountable governments, ensuring that this pillar of democracy
remains strong and resilient.“An alert voter ensures a secure democracy.”
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