Scr eenpl ay



THE ATTIC. EPISODE 1 (THERE'S A NEW RAT IN THE ATTI O
SLOW MO

Cearbox is wal king up the stairs and into the room where
there are small booth offices. workers are staring as he is
wal ki ng through the room Gearbox sits down and puts down
his nanme tag. He's sat next to Liamwho | eans into his booth

LI AM
Vel cone to the dungeon (Il ooks for
hi s name tag)

GEARBOX
can | hel p?
LI AM
what’ s your nane mate?
GEARBOX
Gear box
LI AM
cool little nicknanme, but you're
real nane
GEARBOX
nmy real name is CGearbox
LI AM
flippin el

chuckling to hinself, Liamstarts typing on his PC and
shortly every other staff nenber gets a ping on their
conputers

CLOSE UP: AKASH PC SCREEN

on screen it says "the newrat’s nanme is ' Gearbox’" Akash
| ooks up to the sky with prayi ng hands

AKASH
Thank You, Finally!

Gradual |y each worker’s laugh is getting | ouder and | ouder
until they are hysterical. Yusuf is lying on the table

| aughing, Steve on the floor in his office, Liamby the

w ndow. Gearbox is confused and continues to setup his desk,
nmonents | ater they stop |aughing. Steve cones out of his

of fice

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

STEVE
right so we have a newrat in the
attic, he’'s called Gearbox |ady and
gents (pause) treat himlike dog
poo when its still wet yeah?

GEARBOX
Thank you sir

STEVE
Call nme Steve, let’s get to work

A tine |lapse of all the staff working hard, making calls,
Liamis landing clients while Gearbox is still making his
tabl e neat. He seens to not know what he shoul d be doi ng.
Mont age ends as Gearbox goes to Steve's office. Steve is

pl ayi ng Fi

fa

GEARBOX
M Steve

STEVE
Just Steve

GEARBOX
Just Steve, | don’'t actually know
what | shoul d be doing

STEVE
right, what’s your nane again?

GEARBOX
Gear box Mawe-

STEVE
So | want a caranel latte, 2 sugars
and don’t add any mlk

Gear box cones out of the office

SOPHI E
Water, Mneral, check if it’'s been
filtered, | can tell if it hasn't,

remenber that

GEARBOX
okay

LI AM
[’1] ave’ a white coffee

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

BERNARD
[’11 have m ne bl ack

Cear box gives Bernard the nod

BERNARD
No.

AKASH
| want....what can | choose fronf

YUSUF
get me a bourbon on the rocks

LI AM
oh here we go Prince Yusuf

YUSUF
Settle down Liam nen of class
don’t drink fromcheap coffee

machi nes
GEARBOX
So...what do they drink?
YUSUF
bour bon on the rocks, what i asked
f or
AKASH

Bring ne Mrinda
BLACK OQUT
CUT-I N: GEARBOX |'S BACK W TH DRI NKS
He’ s now passing around his colleague’s drinks. Arrives at

Akash’s desk with a woman called Mranda and at Yusuf’s desk
with a pack of bourbons and a few rocks off the pavenent

YUSUF
uh, what is this?

GEARBOX
you asked for bourbon on the rocks

YUSUF
yeah, it’s a drink

GEARBOX

this is the spelling you gave ne
and it matches the bisciuts

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

pause

4.
YUSUF
"read’” and 'read are spelt the
sane but -
GEARBOX

actually the difference with them
is one is past and the other is
present tense

YUSUF
so you're not entirely stupid then
BERNARD
who drinks a bourbon at 10amin the
nor ni ng
YUSUF
do your work Ben
LI AM
| eave him al one, he’s defending
his...
BERNARD
hi s what ?
LI AM

| nmean you nust be cousins or
sonething right?, you |ook exactly

t he sane
BERNARD
We don't all |ook the sane Liam
LI AM
go on then, make it a race thing
SOPHI E
so much un-used testosterone in
here
AKASH
Wiy is there a worman standi ng here
by ny desk
GEARBOX
You asked for Mranda, so | went to
find her
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CONTI NUED: 5.

AKASH
| don’t know this |ady and Mrinda
is a drink

STEVE
Akash, can | speak to you for a
m nut e

ALL CAST
0000000

GEARBOX
what’s wong with hinf

everyone stops and | ooks at Gearbox, crickets in the
background chirping

CUT-IN:. STEVE' S OFFI CE
STEVE

have a seat, you know why |’ ve
called you in here right?

AKASH
No sir | do not, are you firing ne?
STEVE
what? no, | got suttin’” wong with
me PC, can you fix it
AKASH
| don’t know anyt hi ng about
conput ers
STEVE

how? you're like...anyway its fine,
|"ve got a client comng in, you
can go.

Client wal ks in as Akash wal ks out, Liamis on the phone to
a client

LI AM
correct, we nornmally charge £100
consul tancy fees on the first
session, but I'mwlling to | ower
t hat maybe by 5% for you. (pause)
you need tine to think? | can put
you on hold while you have a think

he puts the call on hold then points to Gearbox

O, get nme a piece of paper and a
pen and wite this down okay

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

gear box rushes and cones back
okay so wite in capitals, | space
then A-M space A space then
T-WA-T, nowread it out to ne

GEARBOX
| ama twa- what?

Li am and Akash | aughi ng, as Liam gets back on the phone

LI AM
Have you deci ded? (pause) brilliant
"1l have the paper work sent out
to you soon as possible.

hangs up the phone
| think it’s time for initiation

boys
SOPHI E
and girl!
YUSUF
As your team | eader, | suggest we

do this after |unch

SOPHI E
|’ mgoing to |Iunch now (gearbox
gets up) dont follow ne

GEARBOX
| was just getting up to go to the
wat er nmachine...what’s won with
her ?

LI AM
it’s been a while...

YUSUF
alright, everyone go to lunch then

Cearbox gets his water and cones to sit with Bernard

GEARBOX
t hanks for defending ny honour

ben continues to eat his sandw ch
you know us brothers have to stick

t oget her

BERNARD
we’'re not brothers, just do your
job and you'll be fine here

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

Akash is clipping his toe nails on his desk
Sophi e wal ks in with her snadw ch

SOPHI E
you are vile

AKASH
wel | someone has to do it

wi th everyone back in the room

LI AM
time for initiation, come here
Cear box, so what you're gonna do is
play us one song, if we all I|ike
it, you get to keep one of ny
clients, if we don't like it, we
all get to do anything we want to
you, and you can’'t know what we’ ||
do and when

Gear box gets his phone out

GEARBOX
this is easy

Gear box plays them sonme Leonard Denbo (african song)

SOPHI E
| love this, it’s really spiritua

Everyone starts staring at her dance and then start shaking
t heir heads

STEVE
Turn that off, what is that?

LI AM
Monaya Monaya! Arsenneee Wengerrrrr
(l'ion king nel ody)

BERNARD
that’s so raci st

AKASH
can you i magi ne what woul d happen
if brad and angel i na cane back
t oget her ?

LI AM
you trying to get adopted?
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CONTI NUED: 8.

AKASH
| wouldn’'t have to work here
anynor e

Steve cones out of the office, he’s in with a client

STEVE
Gear box cone here
GEARBOX
yes sir, (looking at lianm tinme to

shi ne

Slowno as he’'s walking to the office acconpanied with
"] ames bond type" nusic

STEVE
cone on in

GEARBOX
thank you sir, this is honestly the
best job I-

STEVE

sony client will take a hot
chocol ate, just bring nme a nornal
tea, tetley obviously

GEARBOX
oh (pause) okay, can i al so say-
STEVE
2 sugars each pa
GEARBOX
ri ght
STEVE

So we want to get you back on track

We cut to Gearbox, by the machine, he goes into the toilet
seemngly tired, he falls asleep on the toilet paper

CUTAVAY: BACK I N OFFI CE

SOPHI E
Liam do you have ny client’s files?

LI AM
You have clients?
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CONTI NUED: 9.

SOPH E
because | ' ma wonman, | don’'t have
clients?

Akash begins singing an Indian song to try to change the
subj ect as he feels the conversation m ght escal ate

LI AM
You know what Soph?..1’ve had
enough of your bull -

SOPHI E
Oh shut-up, there’s like 100 nmen in
here agai nst ne

LI AM
that’s just not true

SOPHI E
there’s one girl in this whole
bui I di ng, and you don’t think
there’s anything wong with that?

BERNARD
system c oppression if you ask ne

LI AM + SOPHI E
no one asked you!

BERNARD
Sophie, I’"mon your side

LI AM
get off your high pony, and do your
wor k

YUSUF

al ri ght cal mdown, you both have
one client

LI AM
its the principle mate

SOPHI E
you | ook like a boiled egg left on
the stove too | ong

LI AM
You |l ook lIike a (pause) bender mate

YUSUF
okay so you |l ost that one, anyway
it’s tinme to go |lady and gents,

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

YUSUF (cont’ d)
unl ess you want to stay and do
unpai d wor k

all staff |eave work, we cut back to Gearbox in the toilet.
he wakes up abruptly, realising he’'s overslept, rushes to
the office and its enpty, he goes to the front door to try
and open but all the doors are |locked. tries to call famly
and friends but it’s going to voicemail. Cut to an officer
coming to the door with a canera crew to get hi mout

OFFI CER
what are you doing in there?

GEARBOX
| " m stuck, | work here, | fel
asleep in the toilet, please let ne
out

They get CGearbox out and take him hone, walks into the
[iving room

ENG NE
How was your first day?

GEARBOX
It coul d’ nt have gone any better
than it did

ENG NE

what did they think of you?
GEARBOX
they | oved ne, even gave ne a new
ni ckname ’rat’
Engi ne and Cear box | augh together, Engine turns the channe
to the news where they are reporting about a young nan who
fell asleep in the toilet on his first day of work.

ENG NE
inthe toilet? really?

Gear box reacts after being caught

BLACKQOUT



