11.

ROBERT
VWhat ?!

HEATHER
But, sir-

M G omer says nothing and points to the door, stil
mai ntai ning i ntense eye contact with only Robert. Josh and
Heat her conply and slip out with the rest of the cl ass.

Li ngeri ng behi nd, appear the three nerds from before- as the
class is leaving they stop in place by Robert's desk to stare
once again, gormess grins on their faces.

ROBERT
(Annoyed)
You three again?! Go away!! Leave!

M G oner, standing by the door, gives an authoritative cough

MR GROMER

-and gestures towards the exit. Getting the hint, the
annoying trio scurry quickly out of the room| eaving Robert
and M G oner al one.

G onmer shuts the door firmy, twsts the lock, then shuts the
row of blinds attached to the door w ndow.

He grabs a chair and drags it in front of Robert's desk.
Robert sits slouched, as he did with Coach Jim barely
present. M Goner pulls out his notebook and glances in it-

MR GROMER
Robert Crepin.

ROBERT
(munbl ed)
..M Goner

M Gonmer sits down, facing directly opposite Robert - he
smles coldly.

MR GROVER
You are a fine student.
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12.

ROBERT
(slightly surprised)
. oanf
MR GROMVER

Of course. You just need to learn to
apply yourself. To focus.

As M Goner says this, Robert glances down at the party
invite lying inside his open rucksack on the fl oor.

(Sternly)

Robert snaps back to attention and | ooks up from his bag.
You |i ke her?-

Ref usi ng eye contact, his eyes drift dowward to M Goner's
hands which are overgrown with thick greasy hair-

-The girl?
Robert grimaces. He | ooks down at his desk instead, sulkily.

ROBERT
.1 didn't do anything

MR GROVER
Yeah. . .

Robert | ooks down at the invite once nore, shuffling
anxiously in his seat.

M G oner reaches into his blazer pocket and retrieves a
bl ack plastic box. He pops open the lid, extracts a small
pink pill and holds it inches from Robert's face.

Robert doesn't notice, still staring at the invite. M G oner
clicks in Robert's face- *clickclickclick*

Robert | ooks up, giving M Goner his full attention for the
first tinme- he sees the pill.

ROBERT
What's... that?
MR GROMER
Robert. 1'm showi ng you this because |

trust you. And quite frankly, | see
potential in you
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13.

ROBERT
(unsure how to respond)
...thank you...

MR GROVER
Potential that is presently being
squander ed

There is a pause. Robert does not know what squandered neans.
He | ooks at the pill again.

ROBERT
W.. . What is it?

M G omer exhal es deeply.

MR GROVER
This, boy... is your freedom.
ROBERT
But... what does it do?
MR GROVER
It makes you fearl ess
ROBERT
(slightly annoyed at vagueness)
Fear| ess?
MR GROVER

(teasing tone)
| woul d have thought that woul d be of
sonme benefit to you, Robert

ROBERT
(slightly defensive)
|"'mnot afraid

MR GROMER
You're afraid of her. And you're
definitely afraid of him..

Robert reels fromthis and thinks it over.

ROBERT
Wiy are you giving this to nme?

MR GROMVER
As | said-- potential

M G onmer holds the pill in place for a few second nore
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70.

No! Wait! Please.... wait!

Heat her races through the corridor, weaving through students
-she slowy begins to catch up to d ub-d ub

A teacher suddenly appears in front of her
TEACHER
Heather!! | want you to know -1 prayed
for Josh | ast night-

Heat her zoons past her.

G ub-G ub | ooks behind him in terror, then zips down anot her
corridor. She follows closely behind.

Suddenl y-
STUDENT #4
(Arnms outstretched synpathetically)
HEATHER! !
HEATHER
NO !

Heat her shoves past and barrels after d ub-Q ub.

She sees himreach the end of the corridor- a dead end. She
rushes towards him now defencel ess to do anyt hi ng.

HEATHER
| just want to tal k!

SCENE 32: | NT. SCHOCL CORRI DORS- AFTERNCON

Suddenly, the door next to d ub-d ub opens and M G oner
exits. He stands directly in front of G ub-d ub.

MR GROVER
What appears to be the issue?
HEATHER
(Panting, out of breath)
Sir! I just .... need to... talk to
MR GROMVER

-1 understand... d ub-d ub, why don't
you take a seat in nmy classroom while
| chat with Mss Bates for a nonent?
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71.

G.UB- GLUB
Yes sir...thank you sir!

d ub-d ub rushes into the classroomto Heather's frustration

HEATHER
Wait...what did you just call him..
G ub...d ub?

MR GROVER

W're listening to ne now, Mss Bates

| realise you' re going through a
chal l enging time at the nonent

HEATHER
But -

MR GROMER
But, that is no excuse to chase one of
ny men-

HEATHER

(I'nterjecting)
-Your "men"?

MR GROVER
Students!- | meant students- That's no

down the school corridors

HEATHER
(Rai si ng her voice)
Sir, no, |ook- he, the way he..

MR GROVER
| am not appreciating this tone, madam
HEATHER
Ch... sorry..... it's just...he | ooked
at nme- he- | think- he knows

sonet hi ng! He -he knows sonet hi ng
about Josh. ..

M G omer | ooks down, patronising synpathy sneared onto his
face.

MR GROVER
Ch, Mss Bates... do you think, maybe
you've ...returned to school too soon?
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72.

HEATHER
Wha-what?....no. I'm |'mnot crazy!

MR GROMER
Wah! Wah! Nobody used that word!

You're in a state of shock.
Under st andably so. It's only been 3
days since Josh went mssing, after
all.

Do you think, maybe you're feeling

slightly.... fragile? That's a good

word... fragile
Heat her doesn't say a thing- she | ooks through the classroom
door wi ndow at d ub-d ub. He peers out anxiously.

M G oner sighs.

|"mgoing to speak with the school to
get you a few weeks off, Mss Bates. |
think you'll see it's in everyone's
best interests.

Pause.
Take care now.

M G onmer wal ks back into his classroom | eaving Heat her
rum nating on his words.

Furious but insecure, she glances through the wi ndow and sees
A ub-d ub and Gronmer seeming to conversate with each other.
As she leans in closer, the blinds are snapped shut.

SCENE 32: EXT. SCHOOL FRONT ENTRANCE- LATE AFTERNOON

The school bell rings and students flood out of the gates. W
linger on the silent, deserted school for, a nonent.

| NT. SCHOOL CORRI DORS- LATE AFTERNOON

We are slowy guided through the enpty school corridors-
everyone seens to have gone. Everyone except M G oner.

W see a glinpse of Goner through his classroom door,

mar ki ng assignnents. He | ooks up at the clock, puts down his
pen and | eaves, glancing furtively around before doing so.
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