James and the Giant Peach

     By Roald Dahl

Adapted for the stage by

David Wood

Act 1  Scene 1
Tour Guide
Ok guys, this way! Can you all hear me? Ok this is the last and I guess the wildest, wackiest stop of our tour of New York, the most exciting city in the entire universe! We’ve been wowed by the Statue of Liberty holding her torch of freedom. We’ve taken the elevator up the one hundred and two storeys of the Empire State building. We’ve strolled down Broadway and shopped in Bloomingdales. But now, guys, here we are in Central Park, outside a most famous house. A kind of crazy house made of stone. Not stone as in rock. This is the stone of a big giant peach. It’s the home of a real cool guy I know you’d like to meet. His name is..

Crowd
James!

Tour Guide
You got it James Henry Trotter

The door opens and James appears. The crowd gasp in awe!

Tour Guide
I’ll leave you in good hands! OK James take it away. So long guys!

James
Thank you for coming. It’s good to see you. Now some of you might be wondering why an ordinary boy from England should be living in this funny house in Central Park, New York, America. Today I’d like to tell you my story with the help of my friends

Enter Narrators     Scene 2
James
Let’s start at the beginning….

Narrator 1
Until he was four years old, James lived with his mother and father.

Mr and Mrs Trotter enter and join James – a contented family unit

Mrs Trotter hands James a teddy bear.

Narrator 2
They had a beautiful house beside the sea. There were children to play with…

Children get up and throw a ball. James joins in.

Narrator 3
A sandy beach to run on, and the ocean to paddle in (he joins James in miming paddling)

Perhaps we hear seagull cries

Narrator 4
Then one day….

Mr Trotter
James! Mummy and I are going to London!

Mrs Trotter
(pleased) To do some shopping. Bye Darling!

James
(occupied with his play) Bye! (he waves happily and carries on playing).

James runs off with his friends,
Mr and Mrs Trotter walk, as though idly looking in shop windows. Traffic

noises.

Narrator 5
As they strolled down a crowed Regent Street, imagine their surprise when, suddenly…

They react. Horrified!

Mrs Trotter
Ahhhhh! An enormous

Mr Trotter
Angry

Mrs Trotter

& Mr Trotter
(Together) RHINOCEROS!!!

The Rhinoceros enters, or two actors become the rhinoceros, perhaps picking

Up an improvised prop to suggest the horn..

Mrs Trotter

& Mr Trotter
Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!! 

Passer by 1
Oh my goodness!!

Passer by 2
Look out! It’s escaped from the zoo!

The Rhinoceros treads the ground, then charges

Mr Trotter
Quick dear! Run!

Music as the rhinoceros chases Mr and Mrs Trotter round the peach stone.

Shouts and screams. All three emerge the other side and run round again.

This time they remain behind the peach stone.

We hear a roar, then a crunching and munching noise, followed by a huge,

satisfied belch. Silence.

Scene 3 James sadly enters stage, carrying a small suitcase and his teddy bear.

Narrator 6
Now this, as you can well imagine, was a rather nasty experience for two such gentle parents. But at least it was quick. They were dead and gone in thirty five seconds flat.

James
But I was still very much alive. And very much alone. Our lovely home was sold and I was sent to live miles away in a queer, ramshackle house on top of a high hill. (He knocks on the door of the peach stone)
The door opens and out comes Aunt Sponge.

James
Good day Auntie Sponge

Aunt Sponge
What’s good about it, you disgusting little beast! Your parents selfishly get eaten up, leaving us to bring up their brat and you call it a good day?! It’s a bad day, a revolting day (She calls) Spiker! Look what the cat’s sicked up!

Aunt Spiker enters. She wears spectacles.

Aunt Spiker
What cat? We haven’t got a cat! (she sees James) Oh, it’s you, you little toad.

James
Hello Auntie Spiker

Aunt Spiker
Shut your face! Speak when you’re spoken to. (she sees James’ teddy bear) and what’s this?

James
My teddy

Aunt Spiker
(grabbing it) Well, you won’t need that! No teddies! No toys! No treats from now on! Get inside and get to work!

Aunt Sponge
Yes! Peel the floor and wash the spuds!

Aunt Spiker
Make the dishes and wash the beds!

James
But I…

Aunt Sponge

& Aunt Spiker
NOW!

They push James indoors and smugly shake hands.
They freeze for a few lines, but as the rhymes progress they go and sit on the

garden chairs.  Chorus approach and look at the aunts. Their rhymes are

either spoken or sung.

Aunt Sponge was terrifically fat


And tremendously flabby at that


Her tummy and her waist


Were soggy as paste – 

As Aunt Sponge sits down…


It was worse on the place where she sat!


Aunt Spiker was thin as a wire,


And dry as a bone, only drier.


She was so long and thin 


If you carried her in


You could use her for poking the fire!

Aunt Spiker looks daggers at the chorus, then sits with Aunt Sponge.

Scene 4
Narrators
Three whole years went by

James enters from the peach stone, carrying two large exotic cocktails. He

delivers them to his Aunts.

It is bright and sunny.

Narrator 1
James worked and worked and waited hand and foot on his aunts, who never said please and never said thank you. He had no friends, he played no games.

James
Aunts, can I climb the old peach tree?

Aunts
No!

James
Aunts, can I go on a picnic?

Aunts
Certainly not!

James
Aunts, can I have a book to look at?

Aunt Sponge
Of course you can’t!

Aunt Spiker
Books only give you ideas!

Narrator 2
One hot summer’s day, James was down the garden, gazing, gazing wistfully at the lovely but forbidden world of woods and fields and ocean that was spread out below him like a magic carpet….

Aunt Sponge
James, what are you doing?

James
Nothing, Aunt.

Aunt Spiker
Nothing? How dare you do nothing!

Aunt Sponge
Lazy little lump of…

Aunt Spiker
…Laziness!

Aunt Sponge
Do something!

Aunt Spiker
Chop some wood for the kitchen stove.

James hesitates

James
But it’s hot!

Aunt Sponge
Hot? What rot? I’m deliciously cool.

Aunt Spiker
And I’m coolly delicious!

The Aunts enjoy a long swig of their drinks

James
(under his breath) ‘Cos I get all the work!

Aunt Sponge/Aunt Spiker (together; outraged) I beg your pardon?!

James
(thinking quickly) Er…I said, “I’ll get on with my work.” (He goes to the wood chopping area.)
Aunt Sponge
Go on, James. Chop!

Aunt Spiker
Ha, ha! Very good, Sponge dear. Chop, chop! (Suddenly vicious) Go on James, chop!

Aunt Sponge
Or we’ll lock you up in the cellar for a fortnight.

Aunt Spiker
With all the other rats!

Aunt Sponge
Ha, ha! Very good, Spiker dear. (To James) Scabby little rat!

The Aunts cackle with laughter

James starts work. This could be mimed or for real .The chopping sound

could become percussion accompaniment for the Aunts’ rhyme song/song.

The Aunts enjoy another gulp of their drink. Aunt Sponge watches James

work. Aunt Spiker looks in a hand mirror and picks her teeth.

Aunt Sponge
Ugly little brute. How fortunate he is to have such an attractive aunt.

Aunt Spiker
(Peering in the mirror) Yes. Thank you, Sponge dear.

Aunt Sponge
Not you, Spiker dear. Moi!

Aunt Spiker
Toi?

Aunt Sponge
(grabbing the mirror) Moi!

Aunt Spiker
Ha!
Aunt Sponge
I look and smell,

Narrator’s all
Aunt Sponge declared,

Aunt Sponge
As lovely as a rose!


Just feast your eyes upon my face, observe my shapely nose!


Behold my heavenly silky locks!


And if I take off both my socks


You’ll see my dainty toes.

Aunt Spiker
But don’t forget,

Narrator‘s all
Aunt Spiker cried,

Aunt Spiker
How much your tummy shows!

Aunt Sponge reacts furiously. She transfers her anger to James

Aunt Sponge (shouting) James, chop faster!
Narrator’s all
Aunt Sponge went red. Aunt Spiker said,

Aunt Spiker
(grabbing back the mirror) My sweet, you cannot win,


Behold MY gorgeous curvy shape, my teeth, my charming grin!


Oh beauteous me! How I adore


My radiant looks! And please ignore


The pimple on my chin.

Aunt Sponge
My dear old trout!

Narrator’s all
Aunt Sponge cried out,

Aunt Sponge
You’re only bones and skin!

Aunt Sponge reacts furiously. She transfers her anger to James

Aunt Spiker (shouting) James, chop faster! Faster!

The tempo increases. Aunt Sponge stands and poses

Aunt Sponge
Such loveliness as I possess can only truly shine in Hollywood!

Narrator’s all
Aunt Sponge declared.

Aunt Sponge
Oh, wouldn’t that be fine!


I’d capture all the nations’ hearts!


They’d give me all the leading parts!


The stars would all resign!

Aunt Spiker stands and approaches

Aunt Spiker
I think you’d make,

Narrator’s all
Aunt Spiker said,

Aunt Spiker
A lovely Frankenstein

The aunts start arguing ferociously. James stops working to watch

Aunt Sponge
You slagheap!

Aunt Spiker
You dunghill!

Aunt Sponge
You skinny scumbag!

Aunt Spiker
You podgy pigsbladder!

Aunt Sponge
You…

Aunt Spiker
You…

Aunt Sponge/Spiker

Aaaaaaaah!

They start fighting. James roars with laughter at the stumbling Aunts.

Suddenly they notice him…They advance on him. He stops laughing

Aunt Spiker
What’s the matter with you?

Aunt Sponge
Get on with your work!

Aunt Spiker
You lazy, good-for-nothing brute!

Aunt Sponge
You disgusting little worm!

James
(With a heartfelt cry) Oh Auntie Sponge! And Auntie Spiker! Couldn’t we all – please – just for once – go down to the seaside on the bus? It isn’t very far – and I feel so hot and awful and lonely…

Aunt Sponge
How dare you!

Aunt Spiker
Ungrateful little wrench!

Aunt Sponge
Beat him! (She grabs James)

Aunt Spiker
I most certainly will. (She goes to strike James, then stops) I shall beat you later when I’m at my full strength. Now get out of our sight!

Aunt Sponge
And give us some peace!

Scene 5
The Aunts stamp angrily into the peach stone house

James, after a stunned pause, bursts into tears. He stumbles away to as

private a place as he can find, near the street lamp/old peach tree. He covers

his face with his hands and sobs helplessly and hopelessly. Old-Green

Grasshopper, playing a hauntingly sad tune approaches James.
Narrator 1
(softly) It was at that point of James’ story that something rather peculiar happened, something that led to so many even more incredible things. Magical, incredible things…

The lighting fades to suggest dusk. An owl hoots.
Suddenly we become aware of a small Old Man, carrying a stick, standing

over James. He should seem to have appeared by magic from nowhere

Old Man
Little Boy. Come over here. I will show you something wonderful.

James looks up. He is frightened.

Old Man 

Don’t be afraid, my dear. Come.

James looks round, but doesn’t move. After a pause, the Old Man shuffles

towards him, then pulls from his pocket a white paper bag.

Old Man 
See this, my dear? Do you know what’s inside this little bag? (He holds it towards James)
James looks. Music suggests danger, uncertainty. The bag begins to glow

and sparkle with green luminosity.

Old Man 
Tiny green things. See them sparkle! Listen to them moving, stirring. Thousands of them. There’s more magic, more power in them in all the rest of the world put together.

James
(fascinated) But… what are they?

Old Man
Guess!

James shakes his head, unable to guess. The Old Man jumps back and

waves his stick in the air

Old Man 
Crocodile tongues! One thousand long slimy crocodile tongues boiled up in the skull of the dead which for twenty days and nights with the eyeballs of a lizard! Add fingers of a monkey, the gizzard of a pig, the beak of a young parrot, the juice of a porcupine, and three spoonfuls of sugar. Stew for another week and then let the moon do the rest!

James
Wow!

(SONG / RHYME)
Old Man
Listen! (He speaks or sings in rhyme)

Marvellous things, marvellous things.


Put them in water just before bed


Add ten hairs from the top your head


That gets them going


They’ll bubble and froth, they’ll drink the lot


Trying hard not to cough.


Marvellous things, marvellous things.


While you are sleeping, they’ll do their thing


When you wake, you’ll feel grand as a king.


Marvellous things will


Dissolve all pain, and never will you


Be unhappy again.


Marvellous, magical things,


What marvellous things they can do!


These marvellous, magical things


Can make marvellous things


Happen to you!

James
Thank you.

Old Man
Off you go, my dear. And not a word, not a whisper of this to those horrible aunts of yours. Now’s the time. Hurry!


James starts to go


And James!


James turns

Old Man 
Look after those marvellous things. If they escape they’ll be working their magic on somebody else.


Whoever the first,


Be it a bug, insect, animal or tree


The magic power will work on them


Whoever they may be!


Now go! Good fortune be yours!

The magic man disappears in a puff of smoke.
Scene 6
An owl hoots. James carefully clutching the bag, turns to go.

Suddenly Aunt Sponge enters from the peach stone banging a saucepan with

a ladle. The noise stops James in his tracks and he backs away into the

shadows.

Aunt Sponge
(as she bangs) James! James! Selfish little sniviller! Come and cook our supper!

Aunt Sponge goes inside

James turns and runs. Suddenly he trips near the old peach tree. He drops the bag

James
Oh no! (He picks himself up on his hands and knees and starts searching for his precious treasures)

Under the tree they glow and sparkles green on the ground. James frantically

scrabbles around.

James
Please! No! come back! Come back.

Slowly the green glows and sparkling fades away. James is bereft.

They’ve gone! I’ve lost my chance. I’m so stupid! Stupid! 

(He sobs himself to sleep)

Pause

Then we hear the echoing of the Old Man

Old Man
Marvellous things, marvellous things, marvellous things…

Suddenly green glows and sparkles start at the foot of the street lamp/tree. 

Then they spread upwards. First the trunk flickers with light, then the

branches, until finally the lamp (or the end of the branch) starts to glow

golden, steadily and brightly. The magic peach! 

A distant cockerel crows. Music as dawn breaks. Lighting fades up revealing

James asleep under the street lamp/tree. Aunt Spiker enters from the peach

stone. Perhaps she wears a dressing gown. She looks beadily around. She

spies James.
Aunt Spiker
Get up at once you lazy little beast! I’ll teach you to stay out all night. Get inside and cook our breakfast.

James
(waking up, defeated) Yes Auntie Spiker. 
Aunt Spiker has suddenly noticed the peach above her. She peers up through

her spectacles.

Aunt Spiker
Sponge! Sponge! Look at this

Aunt Sponge
(enters) Look at what?

Aunt Spiker
It’s a peach

Aunt Sponge
You’re teasing me Spiker. You’re making my mouth water on purpose when there’s nothing to put into it. That tree has never had a blossom on it, let alone a p…p…p…peach!
She moves to where Aunt Spiker is standing

Aunt Sponge
p…p…(she looks up amazed, seeing it)
Aunt Spiker
A nice big one

Aunt Sponge
A beauty.

Aunt Spiker
Looks ripe…

Aunt Sponge
(Licking her lips) Half each?!

Aunt Spiker nods.

Aunt Sponge
James!..... Here! Move!

James runs over and joins the aunts.

Aunt Sponge
See that peach? Climb up and pick it.

James
Yes Auntie Sponge

The peach pulsates and starts to grow.

Aunt Spiker
Stop! Hold everything!

Aunt Sponge
What’s the matter?

Aunt Spiker
Look! (they all look up, magical music)

Aunt Sponge
It’s swelling!

Aunt Spiker
(excitedly) It’s growing

Sudden dramatic lighting, music and sound effects as the peach grows and

grows. Perhaps the giant peach flies in or the peach stone revolves to

become the peach. The voices of the Aunts and James as appropriate, echo

through the transformation.

Aunt Sponge
It’s bigger than a melon!

Aunt Spiker
It’s fatter than a pumpkin!

James
It’s huger that a hot air balloon!

Aunt Sponge
It’s coming down!

Aunt Spiker
It’s falling!

James
Look out!

At last the giant peach stone is resting on the ground, covering or replacing

the peach stone house. The lighting returns to normal. Silence. The Aunts and

James are astounded. Suddenly the Aunts excitedly approach the peach.

Aunt Spiker
It’s a miracle!

Aunt Sponge
Hallelujah!

Aunt Spiker
Magnifico!

Aunt Sponge
Splendifico!

Aunt Spiker
What a peach!

Aunt Sponge
What a meal! (she goes to touch it)

Aunt Spiker
Be careful

Aunt Sponge
It’s ripe! It’s perfect! James, fetch a shovel. We’ll dig out a chunk! James!

James is motionless, looking at the peach in awe.

Aunt Spiker


Aunt Sponge
(together) James!

James
(spellbound)
It’s the most beautiful thing I’ve ever seen.

Aunt Spiker
(breaking the spell) Shut up you little twerp!

Aunt Sponge
It’s none of your business.

Aunt Spiker
It’s our peach

Aunt Sponge
Now fetch that shovel. I want to get stuck in.

James reluctantly starts to move

Aunt Spiker
(suddenly) Wait! Not yet!

Aunt Sponge
Why not? My tummy’s all a rumble!

Aunt Spiker
Listen (Confidentially to Aunt Sponge) If we play this right, we could be….millionaires!

Scene 7
A sudden dramtic change. The roar of a helicopter overhead. The Lighting

snaps down to a blue setting light except for a pin spot on the TV reporter. He

speaks into a hand mike. A TV camerman follows him.

During the following. James and the Aunts erect a small homespun fence

around the peach.

Camerman
Going live in 5, 4, 3 (mimes 2 and 1)
TV Reporter 1
(shouting over the noise) Amazing scenes here, viewers, in this normally sleepy part of the English countryside. Hundreds of people are scrambling up the steep hill. There are coaches dropping them off and I hope you can hear me above the roar of helicopters circling above for a better view. So what’s going on? There’s a sea of visitors in front of us, advancing like the tide coming in! Let’s find out from them what all the excitement’s about! Over to you Leslie Parker

TV Reporter 2
 Hi everyone!

Audience
Hi!

TV Reporter 2
What have you come to see?

Audience
The peach!

TV Reporter 2
A peach! What’s so special about a peach?!

Audience
It’s a giant peach!

TV Reporter 2
A giant peach! (to camera) Yes, that’s the story. And the gates are about to open!

The lighting brightens as the aunts come forward with tickets and a cash box

Aunt Spiker
Roll up! Roll up! Only a pound to see the giant peach!

Aunt Sponge
Half price for children under six weeks old!

The children pass between the aunts, paying their money and advancing to

the peach. They admire it from behind the fence.

Aunt Spiker
One at a time, please! Don’t push! Don’t push!

Aunt Sponge
You’re all going to get in!

Aunt Spiker
No cameras! (she confiscates one) No photography!

Aunt Sponge
Buy your picture postcards as you leave!

Aunt Spiker
Hey, you! Come back! You haven’t paid!

More children pay their money and visit the peach as the TV Reporter

approaches the aunts.

TV Reporter 1
Ladies, you are the owners of this remarkable peach…

The aunts preen themselves, but carry on taking the money

Aunt Sponge
Yes, indeed!

Aunt Spiker
It’s all ours!

TV Reporter 1
How’s it grown so big?

Aunt Sponge
Well, we’re very keen gardeners.

Aunt Spiker
It’s a rewards for all our hard work and lashings of TLC…

Aunt Sponge

Aunt Spiker (together) …Tender loving care!

They smile over sincerely into the camera
TV Reporter 1
Thank you!

Aunt Sponge

Aunt Spiker (together, flirtatiously) Thank you!

TV Reporter 1
Now let’s ask the crowd….

Scene 8
The action freezes. The lighting changes and finds James, to one side. As he

narrates, the scene unfreezes and melts away as the ‘crowd’, TV Reporter 

and camerman exit. The aunts remove the fence. The children have left their

litter around the peach.

James
As darkness began to fall, the crowds set off for home,. They all agreed it had been the most exciting day of their lives! But I’d missed it all! My aunts had locked me in my bedroom.

The aunts pass by him

Aunt Sponge
You’ll only get in the way!

Aunt Spiker
Don’t want you messing things up!

The aunts go and sit in the garden chairs

James
By the time they let me out, they were busy counting the cash. (he approaches the aunts)

Aunt Sponge
Five hundred and three, five hundred and four, five hundred and five….

(together)

Aunt Spiker
Two for you, two for me, two for you, two for me….

James
Can I help?

Aunt Sponge
Certainly not! Five hundred and six, five hundred and seven…

Aunt Spiker
Clear up all that filth and litter they left. Banana skins, bits of paper, drinks cans. Two for you, two for me

James
But it’s dark!

Aunt Sponge
Don’t interrupt! Five hundred and….ahh! Wretch! You’ve made me lose count! (she crossly gathers up the money)

Aunt Spiker
Stop interfering and clean up that mess.

The aunts get up and flounce off

Aunt Sponge
And you’ll stay out here till you’ve finished!

The aunts exit round the peach as though going indoors. Door slams.

James sighs and starts to pick up litter. Suddenly we hear magical music and

sound effects. The voice of the Old Man echoes softly.

Old Man
Marvellous things, marvellous things, marvellous things!

Scene 9
James reacts. The peach begins to glow, pulsating slowly, attracting James

towards it. He is drawn to it like a magnet, almost in slow motion. James gets

on his hands and knees. Mesmerised he starts to enter the peach. Suddenly

he stops, nervous. He looks out to the audience. Reassured, we see him

crawl inside the peach. Perhaps we see him behind a gauze as he edges

further in and along as though in a tunnel.

The peach stone inside becomes visible. James stretches up, finding the

door. He pushes against it. It opens. He ventures gingerly inside. The magical

music and sound effects increase and exciting lighting effects glow and flash

as the inside of the peach stone is revealed. Perhaps the peach stone

revolves and the gauze flies out. Eventually, lights up on the room inside the

peach stone. Furniture, hammock, beds, a staircase leading to walkways. And

sitting waiting are Old Green Grasshopper, Miss Spider, Ladybird, Earthworm

and Centipede. James enters, wide eyed and nervously excited. 

OG Grasshopper
At Last!

Ladybird
Where have you been?

Centipede
We’ve been waiting for you!

Miss Spider
I’m hungry!

OG Grasshopper
I’m famished!

Ladybird
So am I!

Centipede
(leaning forward) Everyone’s famished! We need food!

James
Please….I…

OG Grasshopper
What’s the matter, dear fellow? You look positively ill!

Centipede
Not going to be sick are you?

Ladybird
Oh my goodness, the poor thing! I do believe he thinks it’s him we want to eat.

All except earthworm laugh


OG Grasshopper
Oh dear, Oh dear!

Centipede
Perish the thought!

Miss Spider
We don’t fancy a bite of you James. It is James isn’t it?

James
Yes

Miss Spider
I’m Miss Spider. 
James
(choosing one carefully) 
Ladybird
You mustn’t be frightened James. We wouldn’t dream of hurting you. You’re one of us now. We’re all in this together!

OG Grasshopper
We thought you’d never turn up! We’re delighted to see you!

Centipede
So cheer up, sunshine, smile!

James smiles

Earthworm
What’s he got to smile about? I’ve got nothing to smile about.

Miss Spider
Take no notice of Earthworm. He’s always miserable. 

Centipede
Come and sit with me!

James does so

James
You have a lot of boots.

Centipede
I have a lot of boots…because I have a lot of legs! And a lot of feet! One hundred to be exact. (proudly) I’m a centipede!

Earthworm
There he goes again. Lies, lies! He’s got nowhere near a hundred legs. Forty two that’s all he’s got! And anyway, there’s nothing marvellous about having lots of legs.

Centipede
Poor old soul. He’s blind James. Can’t see how splendid I look!

Earthworm
In my opinion, the really marvellous thing is to have no legs at all and be able to walk just the same.

Centipede
You call that walking? You’re a slitherer, that’s all you are. You just slither along.

Earthworm
(primly) I glide!

Centipede
Ha! You’re a slimy beast.

Earthworm
How dare you!

Miss Spider
Boys, boys, James doesn’t want to hear you arguing.

Earthworm
I am a useful much loved creature. Ask any gardener…. (to Centipede) …As for you…

Centipede
(grinning happily) I am a pest!

Ladybird
He’s proud of that. Heaven knows why.

Centipede
I am the only pest in this peach! Unless you count Old Green Grasshopper over there. But he’s long past proper pest status.

OG Grasshopper
(witheringly) Young fellow. I have never been a pest. I am a musician.

Ladybird
Hear hear!

Centipede
Listen James, in all honesty, have you ever in your life seen such a marvellously colossal centipede as yours truly?

James
Never ever! How on earth did you get to be like that?

Centipede
Very peculiar! Very, very peculiar indeed! I was messing about under the old peach tree when suddenly a funny little green thing came wriggling past my nose. Bright green it was, and extraordinarily beautiful…

James
Oh, but I know what that was!

Ladybird
It happened to me too! 

Miss Spider
And me! Suddenly there were little green things everywhere! The soil was full of them!

Earthworm
(proudly) I actually swallowed one!

Ladybird
So did I!

Centipede
I swallowed three! And now look at the size of me! Just like magic!

James
It is magic “marvellous things” magic!

OG Grasshopper
Listen my friends. It’s time. Time we were off. Centipede, do your stuff, if you please.

Centipede
On my way (He climbs up the staircase and disappears from view)

OG Grasshopper
Get ready everyone. The moment has come!

James
(disappointed) Are you leaving?

OG Grasshopper
Yes, James. We’re going on a great journey! And you’re coming with us!

James
Really?

Ladybird
We are about to depart from the top of this ghastly hill that we’ve all been living n for so long.

All except Earthworm cheer.

Ladybird
We are about to roll away inside this great big beautiful peach to a land of…..of….

OG Grasshopper
…music!

Miss Spider
…adventures!

Centipede pops his head back down

Centipede
fun! (he disappears again)

Earthworm
…danger, trouble, misery!

Ladybird
Nonsense, Earthworm. To a land of…beauty, joy, happiness!

All except Earthworm cheer.

Miss Spider
(to James) And you, James, are about to escape from your two repulsive aunts.

If possible, the lights come up to reveal Centipede gnawing away at the peach stem.

Earthworm

What’s the betting he falls off?

OG Grasshopper
Silence, Earthworm! He’s nibbling away at the stem.

Centipede

(shouting down) I’m nearly there! It’s nearly through!

Miss Spider

We will visit the most marvellous places!

Ladybird

We will see the most wonderful things

Song

Centipede

We may see a creature with forty nine heads




Who lives in the desolate snow,




And whenever he catches a cold (that he dreads)

All


He has forty nine noses to blow!

Miss Spider

We may see the venomous Pink Spotted Scrunch




Who can chew up a man with one bite.




It likes to eat five of them roasted for lunch

All


And eighteen for its supper at night!

OG Grasshopper
We may see a dragon, and nobody knows




That we won’t see a Unicorn there.




We may see terrible monster with toes

All


Growing out of the tufts of his hair!

Ladybird

A Gnu and Gnocerous surely we’ll see




And that gnormous and gnorrible gnat




Whose sting when it stings you goes in at the knee

All


And comes out through the top of your hat

Earthworm

We may even get lost and be frozen by frost.




We may die in an earthquake or tremor.




Or nastier still we may even be tossed

All


On the horns of a furious dilemma!

James


But who cares! Let us go from this horrible hill!




Let us roll! Let us bowl! Let us plunge!




Let’s go rolling and bowling and spinning until,

All 


We’re away from old Spiker and Sponge!




But who cares! Let us go from this horrible hill!




Let us roll! Let us bowl! Let us plunge!




Let’s go rolling and bowling and spinning until,

 
We’re away from old Spiker and Sponge!

Centipede
(triumphantly) I’ve done it! Chocks away! (he disappears back down and reappears inside the peach)

The branch detaches itself from the stem. Cracking and straining noises.

Exciting music. Lighting effects. The peach begins to roll. Perhaps it revolves.

Perhaps we see James and the Insects inside miming the effects of the

rolling. Optional Strobe lighting/ slow motion effect.

Ladybird
We’re off!

OG Grasshopper
Hold on tight!

Miss Spider
Peach roll!

Earthworm
Help!

Cheers and whoops of excitement.

Music continues as the focus changes. Lights revealing the Aunts as they

enter, threateningly.

Aunt Sponge
(Shouting) James! Where are you?

Aunt Spiker
Maybe he’s fallen and broken his leg!

Aunt Sponge
Or his neck, with a bit of luck!

They cackle cruelly

Aunt Spiker
(suddenly) Sponge! Look! Coming towards us!

Aunt Sponge
The peach! Aaaah!

Aunt Spiker
Run! Run!

They start running on the spot towards the wings as though fleeing from the

rolling peach. Strobe or similar lighting. Then they run backwards towards the

peach to give the illusion it is gaining ground on them.

The aunts disappear behind the peach.

Aunt Sponge

& Aunt Spiker
(together) Aaaaaaaaah!

A crunching sound


Triumphant music as Narrators emerge from behind the peach carrying two flat lifeless, squashed aunts. they hold  them up

Hopefully the audience cheers. They lie down the Aunt cut-outs and pick up

The book.
Narrator
The peach broke out of the garden and over the edge of the hill, rolling and bouncing down the steep slope at a terrific pace.

Narrator 1
Faster and faster, flattening fences and hedges, scattering sheep.

Narrator 2
Through villages, over bridges, down, down, down. People Screamed. Animals stampeded.

Narrator 3
The giant peach was unstoppable!

Narrator 4
It hurtled towards the towering  white cliffs…a hundred yards….fifty, ten, five….it reached the edge!

Narrator 6
Still hanging suspended!

Narrator
Then…. it began to fall….

Black out as a whistling sound of descent rends the air. It builds and builds

…then an almighty splash.

End of Act 1

Act 2 Scene 1
As the House lights go down we hear the voice of James and the narrators, a

reprise of Act 1

Narrator 3
The giant peach was unstoppable!

Narrator 4
It hurtled towards the towering  white cliffs…a hundred yards….fifty, ten, five….it reached the edge!

Narrator 6
Still hanging suspended!

Narrator
Then…. it began to fall….

A whistling sound of descent rends the air. It builds and builds, then an

almighty splash lights up on the inside of the peach. The furniture is all over

the place; chairs overturned, sofa upended, pictures on the wall askew.

The insects disentangle themselves from the furniture and from each other, groaning and shaken

Earthworm

Some great journey!

Ladybird

I feared it would never end!

Centipede

Come on, Miss Spider, shake a leg, or should I say legs?

Miss Spider
(uprighting her spinning wheel) Where’s James? I last saw him on the ceiling. James!

James emerges from under a chair

James
Here! Wow, it was like going round and round in a washing machine! Not that I’ve ever gone round in a washing machine…

Centipede
My leg hurts.

James
Which one?

Centipede
Number fifty eight, I think.

Earthworm
You’ve only got forty two.

OG Grasshopper
Hush, Earthworm, My dear friends, let’s look on the bright side. We are there!

Pause

Ladybird
Where?

Miss Spider
Yes, where?

Centipede
Where is there?

OG Grasshopper
I er… I don’t know. But I’ll bet it’s somewhere good.

Earthworm
We’re probably at the bottom of a coal mine. We went down and down and down.

Miss Spider
Yes, yes, we know.

Earthworm
I felt it in my stomach. Then a sudden bump.

Ladybird
(feeling queasy) Yes, yes, Earthworm, don’t remind us!

Earthworm
I thought I was going to be sick.

All
Shut up, Earthworm!

OG Grasshopper
(changing the subject) Perhaps we are in a country full of songs and music.

James
Or near the seashore! With lots of children on the sand for me to play with.

Ladybird
Pardon me, I’m still a trifle queasy, but am I wrong in thinking we appear to be er….bobbing?

All 
Bobbing?

Ladybird
Up and down.

All
Up and down?

They concentrate

Centipede
(suddenly) Come on James, everyone, upstairs!

Scene 2
Music as Centipede leads everyone up the staircase to the walkway on top of the peach. Perhaps the peach revolves as they go, revealing the outside. Before they arrive up above, the lighting brightens to reveal a bright blue sky. And, below, is the rippling sea (this could be silk manipulated by other actors). The sound of the sea and seagull cries.

Several seagulls enter US of the peach (perhaps puppets on rods carried by actors). As they arrive, James and the Insects are awestruck by what they see.
Centipede

Hell’s bells!

James


We’re in the middle of the sea!

Ladybird

Amazing!

OG Grasshopper
Incredible!

Miss Spider

Flabbergasting!

Earthworm

Terrible!

The seagulls exit

Centipede

What do you mean, terrible?

Earthworm

I can’t swim.

The atmosphere changes

Ladybird

(with a gasp) Nor can I!

Miss Spider

Me neither!

Centipede

Off with my boots! I can’t swim with my boots on!

OG Grasshopper
Oh dear, oh dear…..

James
But you won’t have to swim. We’re floating beautifully. And sooner or later a ship is bound to come along and pick us up.

All look at James

Ladybird
And we’re not going to sink?

James
Of course not.

OG Grasshopper looks over the side

OG Grasshopper
James is right. We’re floating beautifully. We must all keep perfectly calm. Everything will be all right in the end.

Earthworm
Famous last words. Nothing is ever all right in the end.

Miss Spider
Don’t listen to him, James. He’s only ever happy when he’s miserable.

Centipede
(under his breath) I suppose just being an earthworm’s enough to make anyone miserable.

Earthworm
I heard that.

OG Grasshopper
Settle down, everyone. All is well. We’re perfectly safe! 

All settle down. All seems calm

The seagulls enter and fly calmly around US of the peach. Calming music.

Scene 3
Miss Spider
Deep breaths! We’re on holiday!

Ladybird
No cares. No worries.

Centipede
Just chill out.
Narrator 1
The sun shone brightly out of a soft blue sky. 

Narrator 2
The giant peach, with the sunlight glinting on its side, was like a massive golden ball sailing upon a silver sea.

All are calm. The seagulls exit. The mood changes. The sky darkens a little.

Down below the fin of a shark enters, cutting through the sea. It swims past the peach. It turns and swims back the other way, this time followed by the fin of a second shark. The fins could be on headdresses worn by the chorus. A short routine develops as more fins join.

The audience may shout a warning, but at first, James and the Insects remain oblivious to it.

Centipede

(suddenly, looking down)  What are they?

Miss Spider

What are what?

Centipede

Those funny black things

All look down

Ladybird

Some kind of fish?

OG Grasshopper
They’ve come to say hello! (he calls down) Hello! (to the others) Beautiful!

Earthworm
Black, you say?

James
Black fins (he begins to realise the truth but does not want to cause panic) I er….think they may be…

Earthworm
Sharks!

OG Grasshopper
Sharks?

Earthworm
The most vicious, the most savage, the most bloodthirsty fish in the sea.

Ladybird
Surely not.

Earthworm
They’ll eat anything…

Miss Spider
Oh dear….

Earthworm
…and everything!

Panic begins to spread

Ladybird &

Miss Spider
(together) Ooooooh! (looking over) Shoo! Shoo!

OG Grasshopper
Wait! Wait! James, tell us Earthworm’s wrong.

James
I’m afraid….he’s right!

All
Aaaaaaah! (looking over) Shoo! Shoo!

Centipede
But surely we’re safe up here?

Threatening music as the shark fins make a formation, turn towards the peach

and attack.

All
Aaaaaaah!

Another attack

All
Aaaaaaah!

Ladybird
They’re eating the peach!

Miss Spider
And then they’ll eat us!

Earthworm
And then they’ll start on me, because I am so fat and juicy and I have no bones!

Another attack

All
Aaaaaaah!

Centipede 
Escape! Escape!

Ladybird
There must be something we can do!

OG Grasshopper
James!

Miss Spider
Think! Think!

OG Grasshopper
Come on, James. Please!

Tension music. The sharks calm down. The Insects look imploringly at James.

The seagulls circle US.  James sees them.

James
(with an idea) Seagulls!

Centipede
Seagulls, he says. James, this is no time for bird watching! We want ideas!

James
No! Seagulls could save us! (he thinks, trying to work it out)
OG Grasshopper
How, James, how?

James
By…no, no, I’m sorry, that won’t work!

Centipede
Why not?

James
We’ve got no string. We need miles and miles of string.

All react deflated

Earthworm
That’s that then. Goodbye world.

Miss Spider
(suddenly) What about me?

James
You?

Miss Spider
What’s wrong with my thread?

Ladybird
Of course!

Centipede
Her silky soft thread!

James
But is it strong enough?

Miss Spider
(proudly) It’s five-star superstrong!

OG Grasshopper
Strong enough for what, James?

James
Well, our only escape from the sharks is up. Right?

All
Right!

James
We need to get the peach out of the water. Right?

All
Right!

James
Using Miss Spider’s superstrong thread, seagulls will carry us up, up and away! Right?

All
R….(after a pause of disbelief) WRONG!

Centipede
Balderdash!

Earthworm
Poppycock!

Ladybird
Ridiculous!

Miss Spider
Absurd!

OG Grasshopper
My dear fellow, how can a handful of seagulls possibly lift an enormous object like this peach?

Centipede
And us?

James
Not a handful! Hundreds, Thousands of seagulls! Let’s try! Please!

All think

James
Right?

All
(enthused) RIGHT!

Scene 4
Exciting  “mechanical” music as everybody gets to work. Perhaps the peach

revolves to reveal the interior of the peach as Miss Spider and Ladybird go downstairs. James leads Earthworm to the stem. Miss Spider starts to spin furiously on her spinning wheel. Ladybird pulls the thread and delivers it to Centipede, who pulls it along to James.

James
(shouting instructions) Bite the end, Centipede, Earthworm, fix it to the stem! I’ll make the loops!

As the production line continues, Earthworm ties one end of each length of thread to the stem as Centipede pulls more up from below and bites through as necessary. James makes loops on the other ends. The production line idea is echoed by the characters calling to one another. Their calls get shorter as they become more proficient and faster.

James
Spin the thread, Miss Spider!

Miss Spider
Spinning the thread, James!

James
Pull and deliver, Ladybird!

Ladybird
Pulling and delivering, James!

James
Bite the end Centipede!

Centipede
Biting the end, James!

James
Fix to the stem, Earthworm!

Earthworm
Fixing to the stem, James!

James
And I’m looping the loop!


Spin the thread.
Miss Spider
Spinning the thread!

James
Pull and deliver!

Ladybird
Pulling and delivering!

James
Bite the end!

Centipede
Biting the end!

James
Fix to the stem!

Earthworm
Fixing to the stem!

James 
Looping the loop!


Spin!

Miss Spider
Spinning!

James
Pull!

Ladybird
Pulling!

James
Bite!

Centipede
Biting!

James
Fix!

Earthworm
Fixing!

James
Looping the loop!

Once the routine is established, activity continues as the lighting fades on the top of the peach and focuses on the sharks, who rhythmically attack the bottom of the peach.

Meanwhile the seagulls exit

Narrators

The sharks were attacking, but James knew what to do!




He was their captain, they were his crew!



Spinning it, pulling it, cutting the thread




They worked all night, they never went to bed


Tying it, looping it, they worked all day


Till James cried…
James
We’re ready!

Narrators
And they cried…
All
HOORAY!!

The sharks disappear.

Scene 5
Miss Spider
I’m well and truly pooped!

All except James
We’re all pooped!

All assemble above once more

James
Well done, Miss Spider! Well done everybody! Now it’s the seagulls’ turn. (he holds up a loop of thread)

OG Grasshopper
James, we’re all full of admiration, but I do detect a possible teeny-weeny flaw in your brilliant plan
OG Grasshopper     How do you propose to loop the thread to the seagulls?

Centipede
He’s right! You can’t expect them to just swoop down and politely stick their heads in!

James
We use bait.

Ladybird
Bait! What bait?

James
A worm of course. Seagulls love worms.

Earthworm
I am not hearing this.

James
And luckily for us, we have the world’s biggest, fattest, pinkest, juiciest Earthworm in the world.

Earthworm
You can stop right there!

Centipede
Go on, James. I like it! I like it!

Earthworm
Well, I don’t like it! I refuse!

Centipede
Be quiet! Mind your own business!

Earthworm
It’s more my business than yours! I’ll be pecked to death!

James
You won’t, Earthworm, I promise. All you do is poke your top half out of the tunnel…

Earthworm
Where will you be?

James
We’ll all be hidden inside the tunnel.

Earthworm
I knew it, I knew it!

James
We have to be hidden or the seagulls won’t dare fly down. So, you’re poking out…

Centipede
All succulent and tempting!

Earthworm
Stop it!

James
Down comes a seagull…

OG Grasshopper
(looking down) I think we should hurry!

The sharks reappear.

OG Grasshopper
The sharks are back!

James
Right! Quick, everyone!

Earthworm
Nooooo! Nooooo!

Scene 6
Music as all except James and Earthworm disappear down the tunnel. James manoeuvres Earthworm to the tunnel, half in, half out. The others hold onto his bottom half. Perhaps they are in vision, perhaps not. James crouches out of sight holding a loop of thread.

James
Come on, Seagulls!  Wave about a bit, Earthworm… Act tasty!

Earthworm reluctantly obeys

Tension music as a Seagull flies in (on a rod held by an actor). As it

approaches…

James
(shouting) Pull!

Earthworm disappears. James slips the loop over the seagull’s head. The seagull flies off, trailing the thread, the end of which is already tied to the stem.

James


Yes! Well done, Earthworm! Again!

Earthworm re-emerges. Another seagull flies in. As it reaches Earthworm…

James


(shouting) Pull!

Earthworm disappears. Another loop. The seagull exits with it.

James


Yes! Again!

Earthworm re-emerges. Another seagull flies in. As it reaches Earthworm…

James


(shouting) Pull!

Earthworm disappears. Another loop. The seagull exits with it.

James


Yes! Again!

The sequence continues as the lightning picks up the narrators who enter below to narrate. Perhaps they carry a peach coloured balloon or football to demonstrate. As they speak, the lighting slowly fades on the continuing scene.

Narrator 1
Ten, twenty, a hundred seagulls were caught and harnessed to the peach stem.

Narrator 2
Two hundred, four hundred times, Earthworm bravely faced the hungry birds.

Narrator 3
Five hundred, Five hundred and one! Then came the big moment.

Narrator 4
As the five hundred and second seagull was caught, suddenly, but slowly, majestically, like some fabulous golden balloon, with all the seagulls straining at the threads above, the giant peach rose up, dripping out of the water and began climbing towards the heavens.

Triumphant music plays as perhaps a cloth flies in, covering the scene behind. A magical sequence begins in which the peach, lifted by the seagulls, travels across the sky. This could be a shadow puppet, or a rod puppet with a light inside the peach. Actors can operate. Perhaps the peach travels around the auditorium. However it is accomplished this should be a sequence of real theatrical magic.

Scene 7
Eventually, with the peach and the seagulls hovering above, the lights come up on a section of a ship’s rail DS. A lifebelt on the rail reads “Queen Mary”. The ship’s captain is looking up at the peach.

Captain

Number One!

Number One enters

Number One

Here, Sir!

Captain 

Call Number Two, Number One!

Number One

(calling) Number Two!

Number Two enters 

Number Two

Here, Number One!

Captain

Look, Number One!, Look Number Two!

They both look up

Captain

What is it Number One?

Number One

I’m not sure, Sir.

Captain

Do you know, Number Two?

Number One

Yes Sir, I know him very well, Sir.

Captain
No, no. Not do you know Number Two, do you know, Number Two?

Number Two
Know what, Sir?

Captain
What it is!

Number Two
Not a clue, Sir

Captain
I don’t like it. Do you like it Number One?

Number One
No Sir

Captain
Do you agree with Number One, Number Two?

Number Two
I do, Sir.

Number One
It could be dangerous.

Captain
That’s it! It’s a secret weapon! Send a message to the Queen at once! Where’s my telescope?

Number One
Will she know, sir?

Captain
Will she know what?

Number One
The whereabouts of your telescope. I very much doubt it. I have it here! (he hands it to the Captain)

Captain
No, no, no! The country must be warned! (he raises the telescope to his eye) Holy cats! There are birds everywhere! The whole sky is teeming with them moving. Yes, I can distinctly see a little boy in short trousers up there!

Number One and Number Two look at each other

Captain
And there’s a…a….a sort of giant ladybird!

Number One
Now just a minute, Captain

Number Two
Are you feeling quite yourself, sir?

Captain
And a colossal green grasshopper!

Number One
Captain! Captain! Please!

Captain
And a mammoth spider!

Number Two
Don’t you think you’d best have a lie down, Captain?

Captain
And an enormous, a simply enormous centipede! (by now, he is a nervous wreck. Screeching) What do you think, Number One?

Number One
I think Sir’s been at the whisky again!

Captain
What do you think Number Two?

Number Two
I think Sir should see the ship’s doctor. Quick!

Captain
Aaaaaaaaaaaah!

Number One and Number Two pick up the Captain and carry him off screaming.

The puppet peach exits as the narrators return to narrate

Scene 8
Narrator 5
As the giant peach flew onward to who-knows-where, Ladybird, Miss Spider, Centipede, and Old Green Grasshopper had a well-deserved rest, while James and Earthworm recalled the excitement of Operation Seagull!

Lights up on the top of the peach, perhaps against a sky with clouds passing across. The sea is no longer visible below. Threads from the stem stretch up and out of sight. James and Earthworm sit talking.

 James

You know, Earthworm, you’re quite a hero.

Earthworm

Oh? Well, yes, I suppose I am!

James


You saved the peach. You saved us!

Earthworm

Well, yes, I suppose I did!

James


We’re all very proud of you.

Earthworm
Well, yes, I suppose you are! (With an effort) Thank you James. It was your idea! I wasn’t keen at first, it’s true..

James
But you bravely stuck your neck out…

Earthworm
A little more than my neck, actually!

James
And you didn’t get eaten!

Earthworm
Thanks to you. And er ….talking of eating, do you realise we haven’t had a thing to eat since yesterday? Aren’t you hungry?

James
Starving. We should have brought a picnic.

Earthworm
I can feel myself shrivelling, I’m so empty

James
Wait a minute! I must be blind!

Earthworm
No James, I am the one who’s blind.

James
Yes, but can’t you see….

Earthworm
How can I see if I’m blind?

James
Can’t you realise …we do have food. Enough to last us for weeks and weeks!

Earthworm
Where?

James
Here! Everywhere!. The peach!

Earthworm
We can’t eat the peach! It’s our home!

James
Not all of it. A few bites and scoops won’t matter.

Old Green Grasshopper appears on deck. He is followed by Miss Spider, Ladybird and Centipede, all carrying chunks of peach. They hand some to James and Earthworm. 

Narrator 6
As usual, James was right! Soon they were all tucking into the finest meal they had ever tasted.

Miss Spider

Dee-licious!

Ladybird

Glorious!

James


Scrumptious!

Centipede

What a flavour, and I should know!

SONG / RHYME

Centipede
I’ve eaten many strange and scrumptious dishes in my time,


Like jellied gnats and dandyprats and earwigs cooked in slime.


And mice with rice – they’re really nice,

When roasted in their prime.


But don’t forget to sprinkle them with just a pinch of grime.
All
But don’t forget to sprinkle them with just a pinch of grime


 Centipede
I often eat boiled slobbages. They’re grand when served beside 

Minced doodlebugs and curried slugs. And have you ever tried

Mosquitoes’ toes and wampfish roes

Most delicately fried?

The only trouble is they disagree with my inside.
All


The only trouble is they disagree with his inside.
Centipede

For my dinner on my birthday shall I tell you what I chose:

Hot noodles made from poodles on a slice of garden hose –

And a rather smelly jelly

Made of armadillo’s toes.

The jelly is delicious, but you gotta hold your nose!

All
 The jelly is delicious, but you have to hold your nose!

Centipede
Now comes the most important point, the burden of my speech…

These foods are rare beyond compare – some are right out of my reach;


But there’s no doubt I’d go without


A million plates of each


For one small mite


One tiny bite


Of this FANTASTIC PEACH!

All
But there’s no doubt we’d go without


A million plates of each


For one small mite


One tiny bite


Of this FANTASTIC PEACH!

Scene 9
Narrator 3
Next morning, they were enjoying their breakfast of peach juice when….

Centipede
(looking down from the peach) Look! There’s land ahead!

(he shouts) LAND AHEAD!

All cheer and come to look, even Earthworm, They are awestruck

Narrators
A vast city, glistening in the early morning sunshine!

Ladybird
Tiny streets and houses!

Miss Spider
And lots of little beetles crawling along!

Earthworm
I think you’ll find they’re cars.

James
They are cars. And I can see people, tiny as grains of sand!

OG Grasshopper
Just shows how high we’re flying.

Ladybird
Some of the buildings look very tall.

Miss Spider
Can’t be England.

James
(excitedly) They’re skyscrapers! This must be America!

OG Grasshopper
America! You mean we’ve crossed the Atlantic Ocean?

Centipede
On a peach! Brilliant!

Ladybird
Thrilling!

Miss Spider
Amazing!

James
I’ve always dreamed of going to America!

Earthworm
Now’s your chance James. As long as we don’t fly straight over it. How on earth are we going to get down to earth?

All think
James
(suddenly) Centipede! Nibble through some threads , please. Cut loose a few seagulls. Then a few more, one at a time, so we go down slowly, gently.

Centipede
Ay, ay, sir!

OG Grasshopper
James, You’re a genius!

Centipede gets to work. He bites through a thread. Suddenly we hear the rising sound of an engine approaching.

Ladybird

Aaaaaaaaaah!

James


It’s sliced through the threads!

Centipede

We’re falling! We’re falling!

Perhaps the peach starts to revolve, to suggest the descent.

OG Grasshopper
We haven’t reached land!

Miss Spider

We’ll fall in the sea again!

Ladybird

Back to the sharks!

Earthworm

James! Quickly! Do something!

James


I can’t! I’m sorry! I can’t!

Scene 10
Black out. Immediately we hear the short musical signature tune or “station ident” of a New York news bulletin.

News Reporter
This is New York News. A beautiful, round, mystery flying object has been sighted in the sky off Manhattan Island.

Perhaps lights come up DS as tourists / passer bys enter and look up in awe and wonder.

News Reporter
Like a magnificent orange ball…Oh No! It’s falling! It’s falling! Down, Down, towards the ocean!

The tourist crowd react, concerned.

Scene 11
Narrator 4
At the very moment the peach hit the water a great blue whale surfaced sending the peach up, up, towards the tallest skyscraper of all – the Empire State Building. There was a squelch as it reached the very pinnacle…

Tourists gasp!

Narrator 5 
…and landed. Safely!

The music climaxes, hopefully encouraging the audience to clap and cheer.

The lighting fades on all but the narrators

Narrator 6
New York police raced up all hundred and two storeys of the Empire State Building.

Narrator 1
Once they’d got over the shock of meeting such an unusual band of travellers, they let everyone know the emergency was over.

Narrator 2
The Fire Department with cranes and ladders and pulleys, carefully lowered the giant peach to the street below.

Scene 12
Lights up on the peach as though it is arriving. The New York skyline can be seen behind, just as at the opening of the play.

Narrator 3
The citizens of New York were so pleased to see James and all the Insects, they greeted them with a tickertape welcome!

Tickertape drops from above as the Insects are announced and enter from the peach. During this, the entire cast gather on stage to greet the Insects

Narrators
Ladybird!

Cheers

Narrators
Earthworm!

Cheers

Narrators
Miss Spider

Cheers

Narrators
Centipede!

Cheers

Narrators
Old Green Grasshopper!

Cheers

Narrators
and James

Cheers

The crowd surround them, clapping and cheering. James and the Insects

pose for flash photos. 

Little Girl
James, Could I please have just a tiny taste of your marvellous peach?

James
Help yourself! (The James takes his book to read the final chapter (perhaps one of the narrators hands it to him).)

Hundreds, thousands of children exploded out of the crowd…and swarmed like ants over the giant peach until all the flesh was gone and only the stone - our home, remained.

Narrator 5
The mayor of New York visited and said

Mayor
Would you do us the honour of staying here? You can live in Central Park!

All
YES PLEASE! CHEERS!
James
(closing the book) And that’s really the end of my – our-story. Except to say that the saddest and loneliest boy you could ever find now has happiness and more friends than anyone could wish for. Thank you for coming to see us today. Safe journey home. And goodbye from

All
JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH!

All bow and wave. Everybody dances exuberantly one final celebratory dance. Finally James and the Insects disappear into their peach stone house.

The End
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