SCHOOL FRENZY WORKSHOP

4th December 2008

Westfield School

Aims for session:

Working in small groups 
Saying YES
Improvisation

Warm up
Travelling on the spot

1, 2, 3 (clap stamp wiggle)
Who’s got the kitty?

Murder Mystery
One dark cold night, in a rickety old mansion on the top of a large hill on the outskirts of town, Old Dame Dorothy (the oldest and wealthiest woman in town) was having a dinner party with some of her closest friends. 

Little Nancy Credence

- young woman who lives in the city

- needs money for her failing business

- hates her brother (Nathan)

Nathan Credence

- young man who works on a farm

- wants Old Dame Dorothy’s house to turn into a farm

- hates his sister

Reverend Raymond

- old doddery vicar

- losing his mind (or is he?)

- doesn’t like Old Dame Dorothy

Maid Betty

- worked for Old Dame Dorothy for 20 years

- sometimes steals potatoes from the kitchen

- loves Old Dame Dorothy
The evening was going well – through dinner the guests talked about the weather, the state of the government and what they were all hoping to do during the up coming Christmas holidays. When the meal was over Old Dame Dorothy asked her guests to retire to the drawing room where they would be served coffee while she made a phone call. 
After half an hour of drinking coffee and playing board games in the drawing room the guests all heard a blood curdling scream: “Aaaaarggghhhh!” Then Maid Betty came running into the room with terrible news. Old Dame Dorothy has been found murdered.

Think about: with what, where, why, who found her.
Task 1
Into groups of 4 characters, all act out the dinner party (taking a character each) then go off into the drawing room – SCREAM! 

Freeze
Task 2
Talk about detectives. What questions do they ask?

“What were you doing when you heard the scream?” 

“Betty – where did you find Old Dame Dorothy?”

“Who do you think could have done such a thing? Who has something against Old DD?”
In groups of 4 (with one detective) need to each come up with an ‘alibi’, telling the detective what was happening in the room at the time.  
Task 3

From this, create 3 still images to describe what you were doing that evening.

Then make this into a small scene and freeze at the moment you hear Maid Bettty’s scream.

Task 4

Solve the riddle of the murder.

What was in the room she was murdered in:

Scarf

Whoopee Cushion

Feather Duster

In groups, create small scene, or small scenes, of WHO actually did it and WHY. Old Dame Dorothy is NOT in scene.

(show the background – flashback)

Cool Down

Say your name and sit down

Skills:
Reenactment of story 
Problem solving skills and saying ‘yes’ to ideas
Improvisation

