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Paulie, or Paul, is a complex character in "Colin White," whose mixed-race identity adds layers to the narrative and reveals the internal struggles he grapples with throughout the story. Externally, Paulie presents as someone who can “pass as white,” a privilege that complicates his relationship with both his racial identity and his peers. While he may blend in with the predominantly white working-class environment of the Phenway Express depot, his internal experience is anything but simple.

This ability to pass offers Paulie a facade of acceptance in a society that often equates male whiteness with power  and superiority. However, it also creates a profound sense of disconnection and insecurity. He is caught between two worlds. The duality of his existence breeds a deep-seated resentment towards his own identity. The bravado he displays is a façade that conceals the vulnerability and pain he feels about being different in a society that prizes conformity. 

A pivotal moment in the script occurs during the fight with Brady, where Paul’s plea for Brady to "beat the shit out of him" starkly illustrates the internal turmoil he experiences. This moment is not merely about physical confrontation; it symbolizes a deeper struggle with self-acceptance. Paulie is effectively asking Brady to inflict pain upon him as a manifestation of the self-hatred he harbors. This request reveals his desire to externalize the internal conflict he cannot articulate—the battle between the half of himself that he embraces and the half that he despises.

Paulie's character serves as a reflection of the societal pressures and expectations surrounding race and identity. His frustration and anger often manifest as aggression towards others, particularly towards those who challenge his worldview, like Colin. Yet, there’s a tragic irony in his actions; he lashes out to assert his dominance while simultaneously yearning for acceptance and understanding. His mixed-race identity complicates his relationships with the other drivers, as he struggles to reconcile his racial background with the expectations of his peers. 

In contemporary discussions, some observers suggest that the actions of modern-day black and brown individuals in positions of power, such as Kemi Badenoch, Kwasi Kwarteng, and even David Lammy, can exhibit similarities to the self-hatred Paulie experiences. These figures navigate complex identities while often facing scrutiny from their communities and the wider society. Their choices can sometimes reflect a desire to align with dominant narratives that may inadvertently echo internalized racism, leading to actions that appear to prioritize acceptance within the structures of power rather than addressing the systemic issues affecting global majority communities.

Ultimately, Paulie’s journey highlights the destructive nature of internalized racism and the impacts of societal rejection. His character illustrates that the fight against prejudice is not only an external struggle but also an internal one, where self-acceptance is crucial for genuine growth. As the narrative progresses, Paulie’s arc becomes a poignant commentary on the complexities of identity, acceptance, and the painful process of confronting the parts of oneself that society deems undesirable. Through his character, "Colin White" challenges audiences to reflect on the multifaceted nature of race and the profound effects of societal pressures on individual identity, particularly for those who navigate the thin line between acceptance and rejection in a racially charged environment.

