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by Shelly Butler

You may have known him as Mr. Mayor,
Mr. Butler or Tom;

He may have been your neighbour,
your friend or even your boss.

But his favourite title —
his most prestigious job,

Was that of Papa.

Papa was a jack of all trades;
He had a tool for every task
and being busy was his full-time job.
But he always made time to catch a game,
orsing a song, or play a little golf.
He was never too busy
to show his grandkids love.

If tears could build a bridge to heaven,
We'd already be there by now
to bring you back home.
But we know you're watching over us, Papa,
And we promise to take care of Grammie
while you're gone.
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Tom was born March 28,1945 in Newcastle, NB. His greatest love and
devotion was to his cherished family and especially his grandchildren. As a
young lad, Tom liked to play hockey and help out on the family farm.
He moved to Toronto as a young man but returned to the Miramichi to
win the heart of Carlie McLaggan in a poker game. The pair moved out
west, tying the knotin New Westminster, BC. They moved around Alberta

a lot before finally settling in the Village of Coutts with their three children.

Tom will forever be remembered as an active member of his community
he loved, the Village of Coutts and would go on to build many of the
houses and businesses in town. He was proud of the many parks and
improvements he made to the Village (Spray Park, Water Project,
Border gate/walkway, Beautification Project). As Mayor of Coutts
(2008-2019), he took pride in his community and was proud to serve its
citizens. One of his proudest accomplishments was his contribution to
the Prairie Rose Lodge.

Tom worked as a contractor and long haul truck driver, his true passions
were politics and golf, he enjoyed volunteering for the PC Party of Alberta

servingas President of the Taber-Warner PC Party Constituency for two terms.

Tom's family is grateful to the Coutts Fire and Rescue and the staff of the
Chinook Regional Hospital for their care and compassion. A special thank
you to Dr. Krog and the medical staff at the Milk River Heath Centre.

Following the funeral service, pleasejoin Tom's family fora luncheon at
the Coutts Civic Centre (105 Centre Avenue).

In memory of Thomas, donations may be made to:
Coutts Fire and Rescue | Box 277, Coutts, AB ToK oNo
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