
B REVEALING WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

Assessing the city
Why use this Bible study?
This Bible study can help us explore some biblical principles as we plan projects and actions.

Rebuilding the city walls
Read Nehemiah 2-4. The Babylonian army had besieged and destroyed the city of
Jerusalem, including the walls, and the population of Jerusalem was displaced, largely to
Babylon. Nehemiah was a Jewish captive in Babylon, working as a trusted servant of King
Artaxerxes. In Chapter 1 he feels very sad when news reaches him about the condition of
Jerusalem. Its walls and gates are still in ruins. He prays fervently and begins to plan his
return to the city to rebuild it.

 

Questions for discussion
● How does Nehemiah get permission to go back to Jerusalem? How much importance

does he give to prayer? (2:1-6)
● How does he obtain the resources he needs to start his building project? What are the

advantages and disadvantages of working with the government authorities? (2:7-9)
● What does he do when he arrives at the city? Why does he wait three days before

inspecting the walls? Why does he go at night with a small group of people? (2:11-16)
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● The building work is carefully planned. What are some of the points in Nehemiah’s plan?
(3:1-32, 4:16-18) How much time and effort do we give to praying and planning a project?

● Does everyone support what Nehemiah is doing? (4:3, 7-9) Why do some people oppose
his building work? What sort of opposition might we expect as a church?

Notes
This Bible study was first published in Tearfund (2011) Disasters and the local church
https://learn.tearfund.org/en/resources/tools-and-guides/disasters-and-the-local-church
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