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CANA and the Church:
Taking CCMP Forward in the north Indian context...
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Christian AIDS/HIV National Alliance (CANA) has been engaged in facilitating Christian
response to HIV in India since 1997. Over the years we have encouraged Christian
organizations, Churches, Theological institutions, schools, Christian professionals and
Christian community at large nationwide with the desire to make HIV a reality for the
Christian communities. The challenge was big since HIV and AIDS has in-built stigma
and discriminations as a sexually transmitted disease, HIV was also a taboo in the early
intervention phase. However over the years, we saw drastic changes and the Christian
community opened up with their responses and willingness to get involved. A number of
Christian NGOs and churches developed their local responses through the inspirations
and capacities that were provided by CANA over the years.

Congregation based Bible Studies

In March 2011, CANA was first introduced to
the concept of UMOJA during the partners
meet by Tear Fund UK. CANA team also
equipped themselves in this process though an
international opportunities of observing the
work in Kenya and also the work in North East
India. These experiences helped CANA
internalized and strongly believe that CANA
can take up this process to mobilize the
churches to respond to HIV. The very
foundation of this process is to explore local
resources, and working together and CANA
appreciated this for their churches and
partners that would serve as a sustainable response to HIV and its vulnerabilities. With
declining external funding for development, this is also the best re-start towards Church
and Community Mobilization Process (CCMP) to engage local resilience and exercise faith
in action. CANA understands that the time is ripe for the church and the congregation in
taking responsibility for their own development and respond to cater the need of their
neighborhood communities consist of the poor, needy, marginalized as well the
vulnerable populations such as People Living with HIV and AIDS (PLHA), Drug Abusers,
street children and so on and actively get involved in prevention and care as well
addressing to the root causes of these vulnerabilities.

More details: canadelhi@gmail.com; samrajindia@gmail.com;0-9871076999
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