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‘THE TIMELESS ISSUE’
016 has been an exciting year for us here at Losode,  this month 
we unveil our fashion and multi-faceted style platform and share 
with you what we have been working on the past year. 2

One thing is certain, we are obsessed with meeting your fashion and 
style demands daily, weekly or monthly whatever your preference is. 
The ‘Losode Blog’ is a daily update of fashion and style ‘going ons’ 
around the globe, while ‘The Verdict’ is an online magazine with 
feature articles, fashion trends and tips specifically designed to reveal 
the ‘fashionista’ in you.
‘Losode TV’ on the other hand, brings you a variety of interesting 
short fashion films and videos; from interviews with stylists, 
celebrities and designers to everyday style solutions, guaranteed to 
deliver a healthy ‘fashion - fix’ every time. 
Incase you were wondering; we are predominantly ‘Africa-centric’ and 
targeted at both male and female. 
If there is anything recent red carpet sightings have taught us, it is that 
fashion and style are more relevant now than they ever were and that 
men are as interested in staying stylish and ‘slaying’ as much as the 
women. 
Although you can shop a range of western brands on Losode, it is a bit 
more than your average e-commerce store. 
We encourage you to spend as much time as you want reading articles, 
browsing style tips and news or simply shopping with us. It will be a 
great use of your time!
In this issue we feature; Okey Uzoeshi, an inspiring Nollywood actor 
and producer. He speaks to us exclusively on the Nigerian film 
industry, what inspires him and his personal style.
We cannot help but notice how much trends from the 70s’ are being 
upscaled, recycled, improved upon or purely regurgitated. It almost 
feels like this century is firmly in a romantic song and dance with that 
era. It is timelessly gratifying, yet beautiful.

Fashion is generally both inspirational and aspirational while remaining timeless. The rise of African designers showcases the 
uniqueness in individual style. Every designer brings something different to the runway while maintaining an intimate alignment with 
prevalent trends.
We speak to ‘Kiki Kamanu’; her electrifying designs have garnered a huge following in Africa and the diaspora, a truly inspiring ‘fresh 
breath of air’. Fashion and style are never static, they are constantly dynamically ‘revolving and evolving’, it therefore only makes sense to 
review ‘timeless’ trends that have brought us thus far. 
Diane Weiszbeck takes us through the history of ‘Christian Dior’, one of the most prominent fashion houses in the world, and the artistic 
directors that have sat at the hem; ‘the good, the bad and the almost ugly’. The beauty of fashion is in its individuality and uniqueness, we 
all interprete style differently. 
Losode’s story is no different, the platform is aimed at showcasing ‘the multiple and varied faces of fashion and style’ 
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STYLE

70’sinspired
The 1970’s was a dysfunctional decade fashion wise! Starting with the last remnants of the Hippie 
era from the 1960’s; peace, free love and flower power, bare feet, headbands, peasant blouses and 
long skirts, the hippie fashion trend was based on earth friendly materials. Important were natural 
fibers, fur, cotton gauze, macramé, crochet and hand knitted clothing. Exotic Indian inspired prints 
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e may be unable to relive our youth, or the youth of others, but we can reinvent our 
fashions, over and over again. Until someone discovers the elixir of life from the 
‘Fountain of Youth’, the best we can do is change up our wardrobes to  propel ourselves into 
any decade we choose.

W



and mini florals evolved into a more casual look 
of ripped, patched and embellished bell bottoms. 
It took a lot of effort to achieve this ‘casual’ effect! 
On the opposite end of the flowing long skirt 
spectrum, the mini skirt was extremely popular, 
as well and then you had your choice of the midi 
and the maxi length skirts too, and don’t forget 
hot pants! Never before had such a juxtaposition 
of fashions coexisted. The reason for this? The 
right to self-expression. All lengths were in style 
and people were released from the bonds of 
‘uniform dressing.’ 
With woman’s liberation came the right to choose 
and the choices were almost unlimited.
As a counter revolution to the soft and natural 
hippie fashion trends, glam rock burst onto the 
scene in the early 1970’s. Glam fashions were the 
direct opposite of everything Hippie. Fabrics were 
syththetics, the more glitter, sequins, rhinestones, 
feathers and lurex, the better. 
Performers like Davie Bowie wore outrageous, 
brash, flamboyant clothes, hair, make-up and 
towering platform shoes. Theatrical fashions, 
designed for the stage, filtered down to the streets. 
Looks were androgynous as men and women 
could be seen wearing the same three piece suits 
and platforms. 

In 1971 both Mick and Bianca Jagger wore Yves 
St. Laurent suits for their wedding. 
Although we think nothing of it today, back in the 
day, a woman wearing a pants suit on her 
wedding day was a bit of a scandal. 
Giant eyeglasses, colourful scarves, high waisted 
bell bottom pants, wide ties and even wider 
lapels spelled hip fashion. Men were encouraged 
to primp like the ladies and the ‘Dandy’ was 
reborn, with men sporting as many colours and 
accessories as the women. Disco was a reaction to 
rock music, and discotheque styles soon followed 
with the popularity of qiana; a silky, nylon, 
washable fabric used for dresses and the wide 
necked collar shirts that were all the rage. These 
colourful shirts were worn under the double knit 
suits worn to the discos. 
The platform shoes were ‘must-haves’ on the 
disco floor, although they were tricky to dance 
in. Jumpsuits, many with a halter neck and wide 
legged palazzo pants looked chic flowing around 
the dance floor. John Travolta in ‘Saturday Night 
Fever’ summed up the ‘disco fever’ image perfectly. 
Now that outfit is worn as a Halloween costume, 
yet many of the original disco styles have been 
re-invented by today’s top designers.
As each revolution has a counter-revolution; in 
direct revulsion to disco came punk. 
The mother of the punk culture was Vivienne 
Westwood, who, along with the manager of the 
‘Sex Pistols,’ Malcolm McLaren opened a 
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Jackets are the statement piece for any 
outfit. From Vintage denim to  penny 

lane style coats and suede festival jackets, 
the 70’s were rife with stylish jackets.
Bohemian coats remain timeless as a 

modernised twist on these classics 
continue to be reintroduced to fashion 

runways globally

In the early 1930’s, Moshe Kimmel, 
designed the first modern version of the 

platform shoe for Actress Marlene 
Dietrich. Platform shoes enjoyed some 

popularity in the United States, Europe 
and the UK from the 1930s to the 1950s, 

but not nearly to the extent of their 
popularity from the 1960s to the 1980s.

The most prolonged, platform shoe ‘craze’ 
began in 1967 and continued to 1979 in 

Europe 

1. THE ‘VINTAGE’ JACKET

2. THE ‘PLATFORM’ SHOE



boutique, originally called, ‘Let it Rock’ and then called, ‘Sex,’ on King’s Road, London. The ‘Punk’ movement 
was based on everything anti-authority. In desperate reaction to a poor economy and the traditions and rules 
of a society where they felt they did not fit in, the punks created their own society with their own rules. Torn 
leather jackets, ripped and destroyed jeans, spikey hair, safety pins, spiked collars and Scottish tartans were 
some of the fashion basics. 
Vivienne Westwood created ‘bondage’ suits, with straps, giving the feeling of a strait jacket. Today, an original 
bondage suit by Dame Vivienne Westwood would be worth a bundle in the vintage clothing market. 
It probably would disappoint the true 1970’s punks no end, knowing that today, the garments that they 
flaunted to shock society and the world have been translated into high end, luxury fashions and fetch 
enormous prices. We wonder what Johnny Rotten, (lead singer for the ‘Sex Pistols’) will say if he saw the worn, 
ripped, patched jeans from Dsquared2 selling for $760.00 through a shop window? 
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‘Jackie Onassis’ made the oversized 
sunglasses timeless and almost iconic as 
she was. Regardless of whether they are 
round or square, they accentuate any 

outfit and simply never lose their appeal

In the past fringe on bags have looked 
very ‘boho’ giving an almost unkempt 

impression of the wearer. With the trend 
catching on, we have seen ‘fringe done 
chic’ with extremely luxury brands 

through to high street shops, creating 
various versions of the timeless accessory 

5. THE FRINGE BAG 

4. ACCESSORIES

3. OVERSIZED SUNGLASSES

VINTAGE  

The bangle bracelet, the peace sign 
necklace and the Ali Mcgraw hat (from the 
movie ‘Love Story’) were  some of the most 

pronounced ‘must-have’ 70’s 
accessories. 

Men wore plenty of jewelry in the 70s as 
well. A favourite male 70s’ accessory was 

the gold chain, particularly in the disco era



 LipsLavish Must have beauty secrets, style 
innovations and suggested buys:

This is your beauty script

The femininty exuded with 
bringing together a beautiful 
assortment of vibrant colours 
to create that perfect ensemble 
personifying the essence of 
‘casual style’ cannot be 
underestimated. Colours 
intertwined so passionately 

they create an understated al-
lure, undeniably allowing you to 
stand out in a crowd. The right lip 
colour not only compliments your 
style but also gives off a dazzling 
appearance, enhancing your look 
instantaneously. On a sexy night 
out, be daring and elect to go with 

plump purple lips against smooth dark 
skin. The ‘Sephora Rouge Shine’ 
Collection’ feature a divine assortment 
of colours including a gorgeous shade of 
royal purple that is guaranteed to stand 
you out.
For more shine and vibrancy; the ‘Make 
Up For Ever’ Collection features a softer 
fuchsia, ideal for warm serene evenings. 
To release your inner goddess, 
luxury connoisseur Christian Dior boosts 
a vivid colour palette. The enchanting 
coral shade playfully named; ‘Lucky’ from 
their ‘Dior Addict Extreme Collection’ is 
excitingly perfect. 

While all these shades defy the rules for 
rebellious flare, a classic shade of 
intimidating bold red will effortlessly 
achieve that. One of our all time 
favourites remains Mac’s ‘Riri Woo’. 
The classic colour and refined texture
 

synonymously resonate to accent any outfit, making 
it every woman’s must have item. Dolce and 
Gabana’s Rosa make up collection has been 
available since Ferbruary and is luxuriosly enticing, 
sublte pastel colours dominate. 
Eight new shades of pink lodged in the iconic gold 
case, all designed to make a powerful impact. The 
pièce de résistance; the classic Red remains a 
luxurious sensual favourite. 
One thing is certain; powerful crimsons, subtle 
pinks, alluring mattes and pearlescent nudes are a 
firm part of this season’s lip colour trends 
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BOLD 
beyond  

Nollywood is on the rise and rise 

OKEY  UZOESHI is no stranger to the Silver Screen 

finds his job gratifying 
of  a fiercely competitive industry and why he

He  talks exclusively to us about the trials and  triumphs

Gaining new ground and breaking barriers locally 
and internationally

Photographs by Pawel Spolnicki
Styling by Patrice Hall
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ith any part you play, 
there is a certain amount 
of yourself in it. There has  “W

to be, otherwise it’s just not acting. It’s 
lying,” says Johnny Depp. 
He would know, not only is he adept at 
playing challenging and ‘larger than life’ 
roles, but has also gained worldwide 
critical acclaim for his portrayals of some 
strong characters. The words so aptly 
spoken, played repeatedly through my mind 
as I walked into a quaint little boutique 
hotel quietly located on the north side of 
London to meet  Okey Uzoeshi.
I had watched him play the ‘wannabe’ 
arrogant player in ‘Alan Poza’, the doting 
husband in ‘Tales of Eve’.  
In ‘Two brides and a Baby’, he had assumed 
the role of the ever faithful friend while‘Life 
of a Nigerian couple’, had seen him as the 
stubborn and adamant Igbo husband. 
In ‘Stellar’ he had pleasantly surpried us as 
the kind, dedicated film director; a gentle 
lover who pursued with adamancy. 
The first thing that strikes you when you 
meet him is his easy ‘to die for’ smile. 
It is not difficult to see why he is fast rising 
in the ranks of actors and has gained himself 
one of the more coveted titles of ‘Nollywood’s 
hottest’ men. 
He is confident and self-assured with no 
arrogance and conveys a true passion for his 
craft. 
I immediately feel at ease with his calm 
manner as maturity and wisdom exceeding 
his years flow through. 
For Uzoeshi, a distinct division between 
work and home life seems the wise choice. 
At work, he is the cool lover we are well 
acquainted with, certain to make your heart 
skip several beats at the cinema. At home he 
is the doting brother and loving uncle 
perfectly satisfied with settling to a good 
movie or an interesting book from the 
comfort of his couch. He casually confirms 
that he is happily and gratefully in a 

 “I have been in 
ROMANTIC films 

comedies, nail-biting 
thrillers and incredibly 

WEIRD, twisted 
dramas. I would have 

it no other way, 
VERSATILITY, as an 

actor is important”
committed relationship. 
The volatile tune of the film industry 
coupled with fierce competition may 
have had an impact on accepting certain 
movie projects, however Uzoeshi’s taste 
in challenging roles remains unchanged.
‘’I have been in romantic films, 
comedies, nail-biting thrillers and 
incredibly weird, twisted dramas. I 
would have it no other way, versatility, 
as an actor is important. Depicting a 
role in an intense movie as difficult in 
comparison to one in a comedy as easy; 
is a common misconception. The same 
level of dedication and skill is required 
to bring your best every time”, he says. 
Uzoeshi, 32, is just as relatable in person 
as he is on the screen; tall, brown eyed 
with handsome features. Sitting across 
the table from me, he is thoughtful and 
well spoken, every word expressed with 
careful consideration. His eyes light up 
ever so slightly as he talks about growing 
up in Lagos, the third child out of four, 
and how he was somewhat of a geek in 
his formative years. “Some of my former 
classmates still marvel at the fact that I 
now act for a living”, he smiles almost 
shyly. Shroud in mystery laced with 
mischievous boyish charm. He comes 
across as an ‘enigma of sorts’. 
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zoeshi’s father, now retired owned a 
car dealership while he describes his 
mother as a workaholic. Education U

“I NEVER really considered a 
career in acting, I had 
always had a GIFT for 
MIMICKING people but that was 
it” he recalls “I remember reciting 
LINES from movies back to back 
without MISSING a word”

being a huge part of being raised Nigerian; he 
studied microbiology at the Federal polytechnic 
of Nekede, Owerri. “I never really considered a 
career in acting, I had always had a gift for 
mimicking people but that was it” he recalls 
“I remember reciting lines from movies back to 
back without missing a word”. 
Before acting, Uzoeshi had been part of the boy 
band – ‘G-xploits’. Their successes included; 
two singles that reached number one in major 
radio and television charts nationwide including 
Soundcity Music Video Awards and the Channel 
O Spirit of Africa Music Awards. 
It came as a shock to him when he made the top 
ten of 50,000 applicants  nationwide for the 
Amstel Malta Box Office (AMBO 2), a reality 
show targeted at up and coming actors. He had 
only applied because his friends had 
persuaded him to. Needless to say, that was the 
start of a fruitful acting career and in 2006; he 
played ‘Bode’ in the Emem Isong film; ‘Fatal 
Imagination’ directed by Lancelot Odua Imasuen. 
On the future of the Nigerian Film industry 
and where it is headed, he is humbled at what 
has been accomplished so far; “an entire indus-
try built PURELY on passion; no government 
funding or ‘proper’ legislature to protect the work 
of practitioners. It puts into perspective the truly 
indomitable nature of the human spirit, and the 
‘never say never’ attitude of the average African”, 
he proclaims. His excitement for the future is 
evident as he affirms that the overall quality of

 films made in the past five years has grown in 
leaps and bounds. “I like the competition, the 

hunger to constantly improve with the next 
project seen amongst my colleagues, it really is 

a breath of fresh air. I sincerely hope that the 
challenges we face as an industry are tackled 

head on, particularly piracy”.  He is of the view 
that even though a lot of work has gone into 

putting both the industry and continent on the 
world stage,  government support is mandatory 

with tackling a challenge like piracy.  
Uzoeshi attributes a generous proportion of his 

inspiration and ‘drive to succeed’ to hard times 
befalling his family in his adolescent years. 

He made a promise to himself to excel at 
whatever he does and is bent on keeping it. 

He has been nominated for multiple 
major awards including the Best of Nollywood 
(BON), Golden Icons Academy Movie Awards 

(GIAMA) and the African Movie Academy 
Awards (AMAA). This year will see the release 

of several films for Uzoeshi. ‘Couple of Days’, 
saw us through Valentine’s Day and ‘Beyond 

Blood’, in which his character left fans in utter 
shock, premiered in January. ‘The Date’; an 

intriguing thriller with an unsuspecting twist, 
was released in February. ‘Blood in the Lagoon’, 

a movie in which he acted alongside 
Omotola Jalade-Ekeinde, will also be released 

this year. Adding the producers’ hat to his 
growing portfolio. ‘Something Wicked’, directed 
by Yemi Morafa is also set to premiere this year.  

In addition to Uzoeshi; Iretiola Doyle, Beverly 
Naya, Ivie Okujaiye, Adesua Etomi, Keira 
Hewatch and Gabriel Afolayan, create an 

impressive cast list for the anticipated thriller.  
Along with his full workload, there are red 
carpet events to attend, premieres to plan, 

readings and casting calls. He admits to having 
days when he struggleswith the ‘work/life’ 

balance, but most times manages it relatively 
well. Our time is up and Uzoeshi politely takes 
his leave, striding off into the distance and on 
to yet another meeting, his essence lingers     
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COLOGNE
My ‘go-to’ scent this season is 

Versace’s Eros. “Odours have a power of 
persuasion stronger than that of words, 

appearances, emotions, or will. 
The persuasive power of an odour cannot be 

fended off, it enters into us like breath into our 
lungs, it fills us up, imbues us totally. 

There is no remedy for it.” This quote by 
Patrick Süskind, in the book; Perfume: 

The Story of a Murderer resonates  powerfully 
with me

VITAL STATS
AGE: 32

NATIONALITY: Nigerian
HEIGHT: 6ft 2in

RESUME: Began musical career in 2000, 
started acting in 2006. 

Instagram: @okeyuzoeshi
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Meet the man: 

OKEY
 UZOESHI 

HOME IS... Rest, peace, comfort, good food, 
the best damn coffee in the world (arguably) 
lol! 
Family, friends, support, love, big hugs (from 
my nieces) and many belly laughs

THE BEST THING ABOUT MY JOB... 
is being a different person every time and 
getting paid for it! 
Playing ‘pretend’ also gives a sneak peek into 
the lives and situations of people other than 
yourself, and helps you be more empathic 
towards your fellow man

MY FAVOURITE WAY TO RELAX...
Gin and tonic, a book, a good film and 
another thing I do to relax is hang out with my 
buddies 

BEST HOLIDAY... Too personal, not 
telling :)!

QUALITIES YOUR FUTURE WIFE MUST 
HAVE... Strength, ambition, and most 
importantly she should (apart from God) be 
my peace. It’s a wild, crazy and loud industry 
I work in, I need to get home and step into a 
peaceful and warm atmosphere 

ONE THING YOU DO NOT NOT KNOW 
ABOUT ME... I am a trained classical Tenor/
Bass. Lol! 

IF THERE WAS ONE THING YOU COULD 
TELL ASPIRING ACTORS... Forget the glitz, 
glamour and flash! DO NOT DO IT! I repeat; 
DO NOT DO IT, unless you are 
EXTREMELY sure you want to be an actor, 
because it will take EVERYTHING from you. 
Lol! Seriously though, it is not as easy as it 
seems on TV and in the magazines. It is a lot of 
work; readings, castings, waiting for call-backs, 
hoping to get the role, wondering why you did 
not get the nomination, and then when you do, 
wondering why u did not get the award. and 
so on.  It takes TRUE passion, commitment 
and dedication to deal with being in this line 
of work

I can’t do without...

LOAFERS
My LV Monte Carlos and 
are the perfect style state-
ment. They compliment 
almost every outfit. I wore 
these to the ‘Surlere’ 
premiere 

3 2 
SANDALS

My ‘uber’ comfortable 
Gucci Slip-ons

4THE CLASSIC SHIRT
I cannot function without a white 
shirt, works as part of a suit or on a 
pair of jeans

SUNGLASSES
My ‘old faithfuls’; Rayban 

Aviators
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 CHAT 
The 

Kiki Kamanu 

DESIGNER’S PROFILE
PROFESSION: Creative Director 

of Kiki Kamanu Inc.
EVERYDAY STYLE:

Colourful, comfortable, always 
adventurous, it stands out 

regardless of timezone 
FAVORITE LABELS:

Vivienne Westwood, Jean Paul 
Gautier and Alexander McQueen 

WARDROBE MUST-HAVES: 
Colourful pieces that can be worn 

in alternate ways, and 
comfortable, sexy heels
INSTAGRAM HANDLE: 

@kikikamanu

am accustomed to walking into a room and being 
noticed immediately by everybody; men, women,
 children, the dogs, everybody and it is not because I am 
so ‘yellow’! It is because of the way I wear my clothes and “I

The ‘trailblazing’ fashion designer on eclectic and 
innovative style, moving toNigeria, falling in love and 

the ‘House of  Kiki Kamanu’
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the way that I style them. It is my confident walk. It is the same 
reaction whether I am in America or Europe. There have been 
times when I have been out walking in international fashion cities 
of the world; Dubai, Tokyo, Paris and been stopped by people, 
men, women, gay or stratight, wanting to know who I am wearing 
or where my pieces are from, they just want to know. It was one 
of the reasons I decided to become a fashion designer. If people in 
the fashion capitals of the world are noticing what I am wearing I 
must have something and that helped start my career.” 

Kiki Kamanu’s vivacious and beautifully extroverted personality 
is evident in her words. 
Born to diplomatic parents, an American mother and 
Nigerian father, Kamanu received her education in the United 
States, France and Nigeria and is at home with any culture, 
having travelled to over 50 international destinations in five 
continents and counting!
A true business woman,  she is aware that the business and the 
administration of the business are different and need to be 
managed equivocally. 
Her unique and distinguishing designs have been featured in 
British Vogue, Tatler amongst other 
fashion editorials and she has also been interviewed by CNN. 
Kamanu currently divides her time between Lagos and New 
York

:
Kiki Kamanu 
wearing one of 
her pieces



WHAT IS THE ‘KIKI KAMANU’ 
DESIGN PROCESS FROM START 
TO FINISH?
Every designer has their own process, 
for me it is very abstract. I can see 
someone in a neighbouring car with a 
pink and ivory tie on a blue 
chequered shirt, and then the next 
day; I see someone carrying a bag 
with intricate lace patchwork detail 
and then a few minutes later, I 
somehow fuse those two inspirations 
and turn it into something that is 
mine. 
I might not even realise where I got 
the inspiration from but somehow in 
my subconcious it sticks and I 
regurgitate it as I start to sketch. I 
may not have a particular fabric in 
mind but as I sketch the fabric will 
come.
Other times, I see a fabric and I fall 
in love with it and immediately know 
what to turn it into

WHERE IS THE NAME ‘KAMANU’ 
FROM?
My mother is American and my 
father, Nigerian. The name ‘Kamanu’ 
is Hawaiian, Nigerian and Kenyan, all 
three. 
Most people think I am from 
Hawaii, as my first name; Kiki is also 
Hawaiian. I can choose which one I 
want to be whenever

WHO ARE YOUR FASHION 
DESIGNER INSPIRATIONS?
Gautier has always been a big
 inspiration because he has fun with 
his pieces and does not take himself 
too seriously. He plays with fabrics a 
lot. I love the way McQueen mixes his 
patterns and fabrics and the 
flamboyant designs that emanate.
Vivienne Westwood, I love the way 
that she has remained in the game 
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WHEN DID YOU REALISE THAT 
CREATIVITY  AND BUSINESS BOTH 
NEED TO BE MANAGED EQUALLY?

My background career-wise prior to going to 
NewYork to design saw me working for major 

consultancies like KPMG and 
PriceWaterHouse, thankfully, at the same 
time I do realise that I am stronger on the 
creative side so I made sure to work with 

someone who had a stronger business 
background, this allowed me to focus more 

on designing. My consultant helps me see the 
bigger picture when I am focusing too much 
on the creative side. I must say though that 
my background has totally prepped me for 

this. I do not always have time to do both so I 
tend to hire people  to sort out more

 administrative tasks. The mistake people 
make when getting into ‘fashion designing’ 

is that they see it as a glamorous world, you 
dress the rich and famous and wine and dine 

all the time. That is a portion of it, 
however I tell people that the design part is 
only 5 percent, you have to learn to market 

it, manufacture and do the publicity around 
it. The fact that you can sew and sketch is not 

a ‘big deal’ anybody can do that. You have 
to be able to take it to the ‘next, next , next 

level’ and that is something I have been able 
to capture

WHEN YOU DESIGN DO YOU HAVE A 
PARTICULAR WOMAN IN MIND?
I make sure my pieces look good on a size 4  
and on a size 24. It is important to me that 
Size 4’s and 24s’ are comfortable in “Kiki 
Kamanu’’, that I do for about 90% of my 
pieces. 
However I derive more joy from dressing the 
fuller sized woman, because it is harder for 
her to find what she really loves. In my last 
fashion show, which was the Lagos fashion 
and design week; I was the only designer to 
have a ‘plus-size’ model and she was a British 
Size 18. 
It was different and the crowd stood  and 
clapped each time she was on the runway, 
they saw themselves in her. It is really 
important for me, that my pieces look good 
on most body types 
WHICH FAMOUS WOMEN PAST OR 
PRESENT  WOULD YOU WANT TO SEE 
IN ‘KIKI KAMANU’?
Probably Margaret Thatcher actually, because 
I really hated the way she dressed . She never 
used colour, she was not that unattractive 
but she just always looked so ‘stingy’ and for 
someone who was always in the public eye, 
she could have put a bit more effort into her 
look. She would have been a challenge and I 
like challenges. I am surprised I am even 
thinking of her. I would not take that much 
out of her complete look but would have liked 
to show her that there is a bit more than just 
the ‘black, blue and grey’ suits. 
Michelle Obama is someone I have always 
wanted to dress but I have not had the 
opportunity to yet. She takes fashion risks 
and always looks elegant, she may just be 
wearing a pair of jeans with her kids  and 
boarding a plane, but it is a very 
sophisticated style

and is still relevant, she is so quirky. I LOVE 
HER! I love the way she has stayed true to 
herself. She is ME! I have always bought her 
clothes
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“From the 70s’, I love Jackie O’s style, it 
was effortless and that cannot be 

bought!” 



HOW DIFFERENT IS ‘KIKI KAMANU’ 
THE PERSON FROM THE HOUSE OF 

KIKI KAMANU?
The house of Kiki Kamanu is slightly 

restrained  while the person; Kiki Kamanu, 
takes a ‘no holds barred’ approach to 

everything. When I design I first design a 
piece for me and it might be something very 
long or very short or very good or very bad 

and then I channel myself and choose the 
opposite of me, so extremely conservative 

and then I try to find a good meeting point. 
So that I end up with a design that someone 

who is not as ‘out there’ as me or as shy as 
my twin would want to wear. I find a way to 
bridge that gap and come to a meeting point 

between the two

 “You do not need money to look good its about style and the way you put things 
together. Its the way you wear that scarf round your neck or wrap some string 
around your wrist to make it look like a bracelet. It is style and it cannot be forced. 
I recall someone from years ago when I was in school, she posted a picture of 
herself wearing a Chanel or Lacroix suit and the suit was wearing her, I would 
never forget that!”

WHY NIGERIA?
Nigeria was never planned. In Newyork, 
during the financial crisis , a lot of stores 

had a big X in front of them and  were 
closing down as people were not buying. 
I came home to visit my dad and on the 

flight from New York to Paris; first class and 
business class were empty and then from 

Paris to Lagos it just populated itself till it 
was full. I thought to myself there must be 
something in Nigeria and it got my juices 

flowing. I started to speak to people about 
stocking my pieces in Nigeria and at the 

same time I fell in love. 
I am glad I made the move, because I know 

if I stayed in Newyork. CNN would not have 
come calling  and British Vogue and Tatler 

would not have come calling but being in 
Nigeria. I get to tell a greater story and it has 

helped to do more by being here   

STYLE TIPS FROM KIKI

1. ‘Remember you paid for the dress you 
should own it, the dress should never own 

you!’
2. Never try to look like someone else!

3. It is fine to see a particular blue dress  in a 
magazine and then go into a store the next 
day to purchase it.Try it on and if your body 
type is not similar to the model you saw it 

on. Do not force it!
4. People have this mentality that I can keep 

up with  the ‘Joneses’. I am the other way 
because I want my clients to stand out. I 

ensure that they never look ordinary. Why 
should they? It would be boring and that is 
what guides me as I create, as I work with 

fabric and as I cut
5. Always experiment with accessories! 

6. Be adventurous, you can wear that blue 
dress as ten different looks, for instance 

team it up with a pair of leggings and a jack-
et and it looks different instantly. I have worn 
a skirt as a dress or a blouse many times, I’ll 

just add on a scarf or a jacket
7. ‘Fashion MUST be an EVERYDAY 

adventure’
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Revive
RETRO

with
We continue to witness a return to retro in a big way, particularly when it comes to 
men’s fashions. Not only have a variety of popular movies and TV shows made the 
idea of revisiting that era attractive, but so many of today’s style preferences when 

it comes to clothing fit in perfectly with modern vintage

Retro-Inspired Outerwear

When exploring new fashion 
territory, it is more 
comfortable to start with items 
that lend themselves well to 
exploration. One of the easiest 
items to take back to the 70’s is 
your choice in outerwear. Invest 

Men Matter !

in a good quality leather jacket 
with a fashionable, 70’s-esque 
fleece or fur collar like the one 
pictured above from Nautica. 
Opt for neutral in sleek sable 
or buttery chestnut or get 

adventurous and explore the 
use of colour with leather 
outers in primary colours

he most incredible outfit 
becomes outstanding with 
the right accessories.T

These ‘must-have’ retro accessories 
will make a notable impact

VINTAGE HATS
Whether your aim is to look 
professional or casual the ‘go-to’ 
accessory this season is without a 
doubt the hat. Choose vintage-inspired 
options reminiscent of the jazz age like 
the fedora or the newspaper boy cap 
in bright, eye-catching colours and 
patterns

BRIGHT SCARVES
 Scarves are a great way for men to add 
flare, colour and panache to their 
ensemble. 
Coordinate with colored sneakers, 
bags, hats, or small splashes of colour 
in the rest of your wardrobe

Wear as outerwear or as accessories 
in themselves. 

70’s INSPIRED SUNGLASSES 
Any 70’s-inspired look should be 

paired with the right sunglasses. Go 
for larger, rounded or squared off 

frames. Aviator-style sunglasses are 
also a great way to add the finishing 

touch to a retro look.

BOWLING BAGS
Bowling Bags in a variety of colours 

and neutral toned leathers have made 
a recent comeback. We have 

seen them in a variety of coloured 
and neutral-toned leathers. 

They remain a runway favourite.
Add one or more to your fashion 

rotation, they are perfect for use as 
briefcases, gym bags, and more
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+Distinguished Style for the 

Nothing says ‘classic’ like the 
infusion of a bright 
coloured blazer on  
monochrome trousers. Add to 
this impressive ensemble with 
delicately grand accessories to 
make a resounding 
fashion statement; pocket 
squares, wristwatches and 
cufflinks all enhance the look. 
Turn up the ante with your 
shoes. Overall, keep colours 
to no more than four. While 
vibrant shades of the same 
colour create a balanced look, 
more than four colours could 
work against you. Afterall ‘Less 
is more’ and of course, easier to 
manage. 
Remember, ‘Looking good is 
always good business...’

EFE EFETURI



THE EVOLVING FACES 
OF  

Fashion 
What comes to mind when we say the 

“ever evolving faces of fashion?”
Fashion week runways? Funky street wear? 

The giant, blow-up faces of celebs on tee shirts? 
The new trends seen in shops each season? Maybe 
the personalities of the top designers themselves?

That is the beauty of fashion, it means different 
things to all of us, particularly the ‘fashionistas’. 

Indeed! The freedom of fashion is a liberating one.

Diane Weisbeck takes an in-depth look into what 
may be considered one of the world’s top fashion 

houses - ‘Christian Dior’.  
She examines the historic, fashion altering looks 
from the 1940’s that translate to today’s modern 

fashion movements and the many different 
designers who have put their creative stamp on the 
label. Watching the re-interpretations of the design 
ideas of Christian Dior spring up again and again 
is interesting, not just within the House of Dior 
and the gifted designers who have been artistic 
directors for the company over the years, but by 

designers worldwide

The ‘Raf Simons 
Resort Collection 
2013 and 2014’ 
for the house of 
Dior
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C hristian Dior was born in 
Normandy, France in 1905 and 
launched his couture line in 

1946 with the help of a wealthy backer. 
His debut couture collection was 
presented in 1947, after World War II 
ended. Dior was an immediate 
international success. 
He gave women back something crucial 
that they had lost during the war; 
femininity in fashion. It was illegal 
during the war years to use excessive 
fabric. Dior’s suits featured trim, waist 
clinching jackets and skirts with yards 
and yards of beautiful, flowing, luxury 
materials; something not seen since 
before the war. Enthusiastic women 
went, quite literally, wild. During that 
first couture showing, the editor-in-chief 
of Harper’s Bazaar, Carmel Snow, 
exclaimed, “It’s such a new look!” The 
name stuck and till today Dior’s first 
collection is still referred to as, “The New 
Look.” Christian Dior’s distinctive 
designs, his attention to perfect tailoring, 
the use of exquisite fabrics and the 
devoted following of international 
socialites, worldwide royalty and 
Hollywood stars, has been termed the 
“Golden Age of Couture.” 
In 1957 Christian Dior died 
suddenly and Yves Saint Laurent, then 
only 21 years old, was named the 
successor to Christian Dior. 
He was heralded as a national hero. 
After a few successful collections YSL 
introduced the “Beat Look,” referencing 
the new, Beatnik era. Motorcycle jackets, 
mink coats with ribbed sleeves, luxury 
suits with turtlenecks underneath were 
presented under the Christian Dior 
label. This collection was badly 
received, as it was felt this “street look” 
did not represent the Dior brand. 
Shortly afterwards, Yves Saint Laurent 
was drafted by the French army. 

The House of Dior hired Marc Bohan, a 
more conservative designer to take his 

place. Dior customers were overjoyed to 
see a return to a more traditional look. 

Saint Laurent, was tormented in the French 
army, who were fighting the Algerians at 

the time. To make the situation worse, he 
had grown up in Algeria. In additon, Saint 
Laurent was  devastated that he was let go 

by the House of Dior and harshly criticized 

by the fashion press for his “Beat Look.” 
He could have crawled under a rock and 

given up, defeated. Instead, he chose to 
draw upon his creativity and will power, he 
turned his life around and is now known as 
one of the most innovative, important and 

respected fashion 

Above: The 
Dior ‘New Look 

collection’ - 
generous flowing 
skirts and unique 

fabrics  

Right: Part of 
the ‘Raf Simons 
Resort Collection 
2014’ for the 
house of Dior
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Above: ‘Fall 2010 
Coutore Collection’ 

John Galliano for the 
house of Dior 

Left: ‘Fall 2010 
Coutore Collection’ 

John Galliano for the 
house of Dior 
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designers in history and was 
later awarded the French 
‘Legion d’Honneur.’ Truly 

putting to rest the sneers of the 
detractors; the original, the ground 
breaking and the avant-garde. 
After Marc Bohan was the reign of 
Gianfranco Ferré, from1989 to1997. 
Gianfranco was known as the ‘architect of 
fashion’. John Galliano followed 
Gianfranco Ferré. An incredibly 
imaginative designer, as well as a 
lavish showman, Galliano produced 
some of the most spectacular and 
sometimes shocking designs ever seen 
with a Christian Dior label. For fifteen 
years Galliano kept the Dior name in 
the forefront, until he said, “I love Hilter” 
into a video camera, in a Paris bar, 
proving that a person can be amazingly 
creative and incredibly unintelligent at 
the same time. Galliano was let go by the 
House of Dior and replaced by Bill 
Gaytten. Gaytten was more of a 
temporary fix until a true replacement 
could be found. Now the talented Raf 
Simons has taken over the artistic direc-
torship of Christian Dior. His designs 
are fresh and modern, yet many evoke 
the influences of the original Dior of the 
1940’s and 1950’s 

Saint Laurent was  devastated 
that he was let go by the House 

of Dior and harshly criticized by 
the fashion press for his “Beat 

Look.” 
He could have crawled under a 

rock and given up, defeated.
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Above: ‘The ‘Raf Simons Resort Collection 2014’ 
for the house of Dior

Below: 1989 
Gian Franco Ferre with models 

Right: 1949 Christian Dior Ball Gown

Below: 1989 
Christian Dior fitting a model backstage 

Chronoligical list of the ‘Dior directeur artistique’  
1946-1957

Christian Dior
1957-1960

Yves Saint Laurent
1960-1989

Marc Bohan
1989 - 1997

Gianfranco Ferre
1997 - 2011

John Galliano
2011 - 2012
Bill Gaytten 
2012- Present
Raf Simons THE HOUSE WITHOUT 

CHRISTIAN DIOR
The death of the head designer left the House of Dior in chaos and Jacques 
Rouëtt, general manager at the time, considered shutting down operations 
globally. This suggestion was not well received by Dior shareholders and the 
French fashion industry; the Maison Dior was too important to the financial 

stability of the industry to allow such an action
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Measure half  a table spoon of  Olive Oil and pour it into a non-stick pan. Heat on medium
Add the ground garlic in and stir. Fry lightly. Cover to seal in the garlic for approximately 20 seconds 
Fold the shredded chicken in and stir. Reduce heat and cover again for 2 minutes. Repeat process till chicken is cooked
Fold in the Crab meat and stir continously for approximately a minute, cover again
Fold in the tuna and stir continously for approximately a minute, cover again
Add in the salt (a pinch), stir and cover for a bout 3 to 4 minutes 
Add the spinach and stir to create a mix. Reduce cooking temperature even further and cover for a nother minute 
Gather the mix with a spatula, make it into a mould, then pour the eggs in the middle, remoulding it center of  the 
pan and cover for 3 minutes. Carefully flip the mix over and cover again for a further 3 mins.
Steam 2/3 stems of  Asparagus.

Serve with the cucumber slices, Asparagus, sprinkle a stinge of  lemon and add a spread of  coconut milk yoghurt as 
sauce
                                                                                                                                                                                                  

METHOD

LIVING 
HEALTHY 
INGREDIENTS
One table spoon of  Olive Oil 
A handful of  Baby Spinach 
Ground garlic stubs - 3 
170g Shredded Chicken 
50g Crab Meat 
60g Tuna
One Lemon 
One cumcumber (sliced) 
One tomato (sliced)
Asparagus 
2 Eggs
Coconut Milk Yoghurt
Salt to taste (A Pinch) 

CHIC FISH MEAL (475KCal)
Recipe by Toyin Efeturi




