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A SURVIVORS PERSPECTIVE

WHEN I WAS 14, I GOT INTO A REALLY
BAD FIGHT WITH MY MOM. I DON'T
EVEN REMEMBER  NOW WHY WE WERE
ARGUING. I LEFT THE HOUSE SLAMMING
THE DOOR ON THE WAY OUT. I WAS SO
MAD. I JUST KEPT WALKING AND
WALKING. I STARTED NOTICING IT WAS
DARK AND I WAS DOWNTOWN IN A
PART OF THE CITY I'D NEVER SEEN
BEFORE. I SAW PEOPLE PARTYING AND
HEARD CLUB MUSIC GOING. I SAT
DOWN AT A BUS STOP BENCH, BUT NO
BUSSES WERE RUNNING. IT WAS TOO
LATE. A NICE CAR PULLED UP, AND
THAT WAS THE FIRST TIME I MET HIM. IT
SEEMED LIKE MY ONLY OPTION AT THE
TIME AND I WAS STILL TOO MAD TO
EVEN THINK OF GOING HOME. I
THOUGHT, WELL MAYBE I'LL JUST RIDE
AROUND WITH HIM FOR A WHILE. 



10 warning signs
here are 10 warning signs that a

person you love may be in an at-risk

situation. 

1. IS EXCESSIVELY MONITORED OR
CONTROLLED BY A SUPPOSED GUARDIAN
OR AN OLDER PARTNER WHO CLAIMS TO
PROVIDE FOR THEIR NEEDS. 

2. BECOMES DETACHED OR SUDDENLY
ISOLATED FROM FAMILY MEMBERS OR
FRIENDS. 

3. IS UNABLE TO GIVE ANSWERS ABOUT
THEIR SCHEDULES, HOME LIFE, LIVING
AND WORK LOCATIONS OR CONDITIONS. 



5. HAS EXCESSIVE SECURITY MEASURES

AT HIS/HER HOME OR WORK (I.E.,

SECURITY CAMERAS, BOARDED OR

COVERED WINDOWS) OR CONSTANT

MOVEMENT OF MEN/ WOMEN AT

HIS/HER HOME OR WORK LOCATION. 

6. SHOWS SIGNS OF PHYSICAL OR SEXUAL

ABUSE (BRUISES, CUTS, BURNS,

SUBMISSIVENESS, MALNOURISHMENT);

APPEARS FEARFUL ANXIOUS, DEPRESSED,

JUMPY. 

7. SUFFERS FROM SUBSTANCE ABUSE

PROBLEMS (ALCOHOL AND/OR DRUGS), AN

ARRAY OF OTHER PSYCHOLOICAL

DISORDERS, SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED

DISEASES, OR CHRONIC ILLNESS.

4. HAS NUMEROUS INCONSISTENCIES IN

HIS/HER STORY AND CONTRADICTORY

PERSONAL INFORMATION (AGE, PLACE OF

BIRTH, FAMILY LIFE). 



8. CARRIES MULTIPLE HOTEL KEY CARDS,

LOTS OF MONEY, SHARP OBJECTS (WEAPONS). 

9. THERE IS A SUDDEN PRESENCE OF AN

OLDER BOYFRIEND.

10. GETS A TATTOO WITH A NAME THAT IS NOT

THEIR OWN, OR THAT HE/SHE IS RELUCTANT

TO EXPLAIN. 



the shocking truth

CHILD AND TEEN SEX-TRAFFICKING IS REAL,
SCARY AND HAS DEVASTATING PHYSICAL
AND MENTAL HEALTH CONSEQUENCES FOR
VICTIMIZED YOUTH. 

BETWEEN 244,000
325,000 AMERICAN
TEENS ARE
CONSIDERED "AT-
RISK" FOR SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION,
AND AN
ESTIMATED 199,000
INCIDENTS OF
SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION OF
MINORS OCCUR
EACH YEAR IN THE
U.S. 

IN 2017, ALL 50 STATES REPORTED MULITPLE
CASES OF CHILD HUMAN TRAFFICKING. 



TRAFFICKERS SHOP FOR THEIR VICTIMS
ONLINE, AT SHOPPING MALLS, BUS STOPS,
AT SCHOOL, AT AFTER SCHOOL FUNCTIONS,
FOSTER HOMES...BASICALLY ANYWHERE
TEENS HANG OUT. 

the shocking truth

IN PHOENIX THE AVERAGE AGE A CHILD IS
FIRST EXPLOITED SEXUALLY IS FOURTEEN
YEARS OLD AND THE NATIONAL AVERAGE
IS THIRTEEN. 



TRAFFICKING BOYS
IN 2017, 25% OF HOMELESS AND AT-RISK
BOYS IN PHOENIX REPORTED BEING
TRAFFICKED.  

LGBTQ YOUTH WHO HAD BEEN KICKED
OUT OF THEIR HOME WERE 3 TIMES
MORE LIKELY TO BE TRAFFICKED. 

"I WAS FIRST TRAFFICKED AT 12 AND NO
ONE FOUND OUT ABOUT IT UNITL I WAS
14. MY MOTHER, SHE WOULDN'T CARE,
SHE WOULD CARE IF I DIED, BUT THAT'S
ALL SHE CARES ABOUT."  

 

 - 14 YEAR OLD BOY FROM THE JOHN JAY
STUDY



THE 13 SAFETY TIPS
FOR CHILDREN
1. KNOW YOUR NAME,
ADDRESS, AND PHONE
NUMBERS. 

2. LEARN HOW AND WHEN TO
CALL 911. 

3. IF YOU ARE SCARED OF
SOMEONE, RUN TO SAFETY. 

4. IT'S OKAY TO BE RUDE TO A
GROWN-UP IF YOU FEEL YOU
ARE UNSAFE. 

5. LEARN THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN AN "OKAY" SECRET
AND AN "NOT OKAY" SECRET
AND BEWARE OF AN ADULT
THAT ASKS YOU TO KEEP A
SECRET FROM PARENTS. 



6. DON'T LET ANYONE ON
THE PHONE OR AT THE DOOR
KNOW THAT YOU ARE HOME
ALONE. 

7. IF YOU EVER GET LOST IN A
MALL, ASK THE CLOSEST
STORE CLERK FOR HELP AND
THEN STAY WHERE YOU ARE
UNTIL YOU ARE FOUND. 

8. AVOID SHORTCUTS WHEN
YOU ARE WALKING FROM
ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER.

9. IF YOU ARE EVER
"SCOOPED, " SCREAM, KICK,
BITE AND FIGHT AS HARD AS
YOU CAN TO GET AWAY!
NEVER TRUST WHAT THE
"SCOOPER" TELLS YOU. 



10. TELL YOUR PARENTS OR A TRUSTED
ADULT IF SOMEONE IS ASKING YOU TO DO
SOMETHING THAT MAKES YOU FEEL
UNCOMFORTABLE. LISTEN TO YOUR "UH-
OH" VOICE. 

11. ALWAYS ASK YOUR PARENTS FOR
PERMISSION BEFORE GETTING ON THE
INTERENT. 

12. NEVER TALK TO PEOPLE ONLINE
WITHOUT YOUR PARENT'S
PERMISSION. 
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13. NEVER BE AFRAID TO TELL YOUR
PARENTS OR AN ADULT IF SOMEONE ASKS
YOU TO KEEP A SECRET THAT MAKES YOU
FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE. 



13 SAFETY TIPS FOR PARENTS
1. WORK HARD TO ESTABLISH TRUST AND
COMMUNICATION WITH YOUR CHILDREN
FROM DAY ONE. 

2. DON'T EVER LEAVE CHILDREN 
 UNATTENDED IN A VEHICLE, WHETHER IT IS
RUNNING OR NOT. 

3. MAKE SURE YOU KNOW HOW TO FIND
YOUR CHILDREN OR CONTACT YOUR
CHILDREN AT ALL TIMES. 



4. HAVE A "CALL LIST" OF EMERGENCY
CONTACTS TO CALL IF THEY CAN'T CALL
YOU. 

5. TAKE AN ACTIVE ROLE IN YOUR
CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES. 

6. AS TIRED AS YOU MAY BE, TAKE THE
TIME TO LISTEN INTENTLY TO YOUR
CHILDREN WHEN THEY TELL YOU THEY
HAD A BAD DREAM. THERE COULD BE A
REASON. TRUST YOUR INSTINCTS. 



7. TALK TO YOUR CHILDREN
ABOUT INAPPROPRIATE REPORTS
ON THE NEWS AND GET THEIR
PERSPECTIVE. 

8. QUESTION AND MONITOR
ANYONE WHO TAKES AN
UNUSUAL INTEREST IN YOUR
CHILDREN. 

9. TEACH YOUR CHILDREN THAT
THEY CAN BE RUDE TO AN
ADULT IF THEY FEEL
THREATENED IN ANYWAY. THEY
NEED TO HEAR IT FROM YOU
DIRECTLY BECAUSE THIS 
 MESSAGE OFTEN CONTRADICTS
WHAT THEY'VE BEEN TOLD. 

10. TEACH CHILDREN THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN
"OKAY" SECRET AND AN "NOT
OKAY" SECRET. ASSURE YOUR
CHILD THAT YOU WOULD
NEVER WANT HIM/HER TO FEEL
LIKE THEY HAD TO KEEP A "NOT
OKAY" SECRET. 



11. HAVE YOUR CHILDREN PRACTICE THEIR
MOST ANNOYING SCREAM. THEY MAY NEED
TO USE IT ONE DAY. 

12. CHECK WEBSITES
FOR REGISTERED
OFFENDERS IN YUR
NEIGHBORHOOD.
TALK TO YOUR
CHILDREN ABOUT
WHY THESE PEOPLE
SHOULD BE AVOIDED. 

13. KEEP YOUR FAMILY COMPUTER IN A
CENTRAL LOCATION THAT IS EASILY
MONITORED AND AVOID LETTING YOUR
CHILDREN HAVE INTERENT ACCESS IN
UNSUPERVISED AREAS (I.E. COMPUTERS IN
THEIR BEDROOMS, ETC.). 



TALKING TO YOUR KIDS
THE FIRST TACTIC BEGINS AT HOME.
WE NEED TO COMMUNICATE WITH
OUR KIDS. 

TIP #1: JUST DO IT. TALK TO
YOUR KIDS SO THAT THEY
TRUST YOU AND ARE
WILLING TO TALK WITH YOU
ABOUT ANYTHNG. IF THEY
ARE BEING GROOMED BY
SOME PREDATOR, YOU WANT
TO KNOW IT. 

TIP #2: TALK TO YOUR KIDS
ABOUT WHAT TO DO IF THEY
ARE THREATENED. YELL, RUN,
FIGHT. THEY NEED TO BE
TOLD THAT IT IS OKAY TO
BEHAVE IN THIS WAY WHEN
THEY ARE UNDER ATTACK. 



TIP #3: TALK TO YOUR KIDS ABOUT WHAT IS
HAPPENING IN THE WORLD. THIS GOES FOR
ANY THREATENING TOPIC AND YOU WILL
HAVE TO ADJUST THE TYPE OF WORDS YOU
USE  TO BE AGE - APPROPRIATE.

TIP # 4: IF YOU APPROPRIATE, USE THE
INTERENT TO COMMUNICATE WITH YOUR
KIDS. KNOW WHAT THEY ARE LOOKING AT,
WHAT SOCIAL MEDIA OUTLETS THEY USE
AND WHO THEY ARE TALKING TO. IT IS
HARDER THESE DAYS, BUT COMMUNICATING
WITH YOUR KIDS TO KNOW WHO THEIR
"FRIENDS" ARE, BOTH IN REAL LIFE AND
VIRTUALLY, IS IMPORTANT. 



TIP #5 : KNOW WHEN YOUR CHILD MEETS
SOMEONE NEW AND WHERE THEY MEET
THEM.  WHEN THEY COME HOME FROM
SCHOOL, FROM THE MALL, FROM SPORTS
PRACTICE, ASK THEM HOW THEIR DAY WAS
AND IF THEY MET ANYONE NEW. 
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