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UPC, the only university certified to 
ISO 14001:2015 on all of its campuses, 
processes, and programs

As of January 2020, our international certification ISO 
14001:2015 - Environmental Management System came 
into effect. This ISO covers all our programs and proces-
ses in the four university campuses, as well as the Univer-
sity Health Center, after going through a strict audit pro-
cess throughout 2019.

ISO 14001:2015
This is the first international environmental standard to be 
certified by ISO. It recognizes the sustainability of a com-
pany’s business model. This standard also
 

seeks to reinforce the commitment to efficient environ-
mental management to preserve the planet’s resources 
for future generations. Thus, it certifies the responsible 
environmental management of an operation.

Obtaining the ISO 14001:2015 certification is the result of 
a project that began in December 2017, with the partici-
pation and commitment of UPC’s authorities, as well as a 
multidisciplinary team. The latter included program direc-
tors and administrative staff, campus operations teams, 
and other collaborators.
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II Symposium on Science for 
Sustainable Development

Several students and professor Berlán Rodríguez (PhD.) held talks 
at the Symposium on Science for Sustainable Development. This 
event was led by the School of Biological Sciences of Universidad 
Latina de Costa Rica and seeks to provide an opportunity for stu-
dents to present their research and get into the scientific community 
with their work. It also promotes integration among future professio-
nals and opens spaces for institutions or research centers to publish 
students’ projects and for them to participate in that process.



UPC is recognized for its 
sustainable and socially 
responsible management
For the fourth consecutive year, last year, Universidad Pe-
ruana de Ciencias Aplicadas (UPC) has received the ESR® 
Award granted by Perú 2021. This award recognizes socia-
lly responsible organizations that meet high management 
standards in Social Responsibility, Ethics and Transparency, 
Labor Practices and Human Rights, Environment, Procure-
ment and Supplier Management, among other topics related 
to sustainability. Besides, we also use it internally as a self-as-
sessment tool to monitor the evolution of our environmental 
management and determine our future action plans.

Concerning the environmental sustainability standards that 
the DESR assesses, we have complied with showing eviden-
ce of our sustainable environmental management system,
 

as well as our matrix of environmental aspects and impacts, 
which allows us to carry out the necessary controls to ad-
dress them. We also follow eco-efficiency guidelines, which 
have allowed us to demonstrate that we are optimizing our 
waste management, water efficiency, and energy consump-
tion. It is worth mentioning that the DESR also assesses our 
progress in the fight against climate change, the reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions, and sustainable environmental 
management throughout our value chain.

With this recognition, UPC reaffirms its commitment to its 
stakeholders by creating shared value and providing higher 
education based on exigency and innovation, with responsi-
ble and sustainable organizational management.
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Circular Economy Committee 
at the National Institute
of Quality (INACAL)

In 2020, the outline of the Peruvian Technical Guide: EGP 127 Circu-
lar Economy Framework for the implementation of the principles of 
the circular economy in organizations was developed.

UPC staff, members of the Circular Economy Committee at the Na-
tional Institute of Quality (Instituto Nacional de Calidad, INACAL), 
actively participated in coordination meetings to achieve standardi-
zation in the Circular Economy field to develop frameworks, guide-
lines, support tools, and requirements for the implementation of the 
activities of all organizations involved, and maximize the contribution 
to sustainable development.
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UPC-ARBIO Agreement

In 2020, UPC signed an agreement with the NGO Arbio, an 
organization that promotes conservation of the biodiversity 
in Madre de Dios and encourages development of eco-sus-
tainable activities. Since 2010, Arbio has been dedicated to 
the development of activities for the study and conservation 
of the Amazon rainforest in a 916-hectare forest concession.

The agreement consists of articulating actions, efforts, 
skills, and knowledge that allow the development and 
strengthening of environmental projects jointly, as well as 
workshops and academic conferences, and cross-cutting 
research projects.
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Education with information:
the director of Environmental Engineering 
revealed the environmental effects
Produced by the pandemic

Mercedes Gómez, director of the Environmental 
Engineering program at UPC, was interviewed in 2020 
to give her opinion on the positive impact of quarantine 
on the environment and the planet within the framework 
of the pandemic. In Perú, very beneficial events for the 
ecosystem took place. According to figures from the 
Ministry of the Environment (MINAM), there was a 
decrease in electrical energy and the emission of more 
than 400 thousand tons of greenhouse gases. If we 
refer to ground transportation, more than 460 thousand 
tons of carbon dioxide (CO2) have been avoided and, 
due to the suspension of domestic and international air 
transportation, the emission of at least 380 thousand 
tons of CO2 has been avoided. The air quality in Lima 
has also improved considerably. The figures remain 
below 13 ug/m3, the director said.

Mercedes Gómez, director of 
the Environmental Engineering 
program.
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Globally, the positive environmental impacts of this pandemic 
include the recovery of ecosystems, the reduction of 
greenhouse gases, the reduction of illegal wildlife trafficking, 
and the return of many species to their natural habitat, 
among others. Gómez points out that we must see nature’s 
second chance to pivot our policies, plans, projects, and 
actions towards a low-carbon economy and green growth. 
We must promote the conservation of our forests, flora, and 
fauna; promote renewable energy projects; as well as the 
implementation of public transportation with fewer emissions. 
All of this must be aligned with climate change adaptation and 
mitigation plans.


