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Press release - Obernai (France), Tuesday 28 January 2025

Trail Alsace Grand Est by UTMB celebrates
Alsace's heritage and its third edition with a
new race: ‘La Ronde des Pages’

A new race: ‘'La Ronde des Pages’ — over 17km with 300m elevation gain
— is a semi-nocturnal event around Obernai

Sébastien Spehler returns to defend his T00M (154km) title

A new start line for the Ultra-Trail des Chevaliers in Turckheim

Charity Bibs will support three organisations in 2025

Close to 7,000 runners expected for the third edition

A must-do event for trail-running enthusiasts

Trail Alsace Grand Est by UTMB takes place from May 15 to 18, 2025 and will
feature its four original race formats - the 20K, 50K, 100K and the flagship
100M (154km) - each carefully designed for all skill levels. With over 6,000
participants already signed up, and the three shorter distances sold out
months ago, anticipation around the top-tier sporting experience that showcases
the Alsatian landscapes is at an alltime high.

For the 2025 edition, organisers have introduced a fifth race format to
make the event even more accessible: ‘La Ronde des Pages’. This shorter, semi-
nocturnal route, starting in Obernai, is designed as an entry point for newcomers to

trail-running, offering them a taste of adventure in an approachable format.

‘La Ronde des Pages’: A fun and accessible new
race

Trail Alsace Grand Est by UTMB is excited to introduce ‘La Ronde des Pages’, a semi-
nocturnal, fun and accessible new race that invites trail runners to explore the trails
around Obernai. The 17km race starts in the heart of Obernai at the Halle aux Blés,
before leaving the town and passing through vineyards, orchards and forests. A
refreshment point in Ottrott, and the semi-nocturnal atmosphere, will give runners a
boost before returning to Obernai for the finish on the historic ramparts. The race
promises a spectacular and inclusive experience and is open to all runners aged
18 and above. Addditionally, as part of the 20K category, all finishers will earn
1 Running Stone.

Key Information:

Date and time: Friday, May 16, 2025 at 20:00
Start line: Halle aux Blés, Obernai

Finish line: Obernai ramparts

Distance and elevation gain: 17km, 300m D+
Running Stone: 1

Estimated arrival time for first finisher: 21:00

Registration opens on January 28 at 11:00 for UTMB Index holders,
and January 30 at 11:00 for all other runners.

“This new race format offers an accessible challenge in a warm, friendly and semi-
nocturnal atmosphere. We're excited to welcome both seasoned trail runners and
newcomers for a unique experience as they light up the trails of ‘la Ronde des

Pages’ with their head torches.” Mathieu Pettinotti, Technical Director of Trail Alsace
Grand Est by UTMB

Registration

Sébastien Spehler returns to defend his title on the
new 100M course

True to his Alsatian roots, 2024 100M champion Sébastien Spehler (FRA - UTMB
index 881) will defend his title in May on a new route over 154km with 5,800m

of elevation gain that promises plenty of fresh challenges. His time to beat:

17h24'21".

For the 2025 edition the race will start in Turckheim - one of France's most
beautiful villages - from under the majestic Porte de Munster. The route will take
runners on a journey through iconic sites such as the Galtz, the Chéateau du Haut-

Koenigsbourg, and Mont Sainte-Odile.

In the women’s 100M field Anna Carlson (SWE - UTMB Index /02), who won the

100K last year in 11Th37°18", will be looking to build on her success by taking on
the new 100M route.

The new-look TOOM retains all its intensity and promises an adventure that meets the

expectations of the most passionate trail runners.

Charity Bibs: supporting three organisations in
2025

For 2025, the Charity Bibs initiative will support three key organisations:

- Les Chateaux Forts d’Alsace, dedicated to preserving medieval heritage.
o ELA, focused on fighting leukodystrophies.
« Club Vosgien, a key player in maintaining Vosges trails.

By choosing a Charity Bib, participants elect to run for a cause and directly
contribute to these local charities. Thirty-two Charity Bibs are available

for the third edition of Trail Alsace Grand Est by UTMB, and donations will be
equally distributed among the three organisations.

Click here for more information and for Charity Bib registration

A festive weekend in Obernai

Trail Alsace Grand Est by UTMB is more than just a trail-running event. The weekend
is a unique blend of sporting challenges and cultural festivities that
guarantees a well-rounded experience for both runners and spectators. Obernai
will host the Ultra Trail Village, with musical performances and medievalthemed
workshops, while race starts in Turckheim, Orschwiller and Barr will also feature
special activities. Runners will be cheered on in an unforgettable festive
atmosphere!

The children’s races on offer will draw younger participants into the excitement as

well, making this weekend a family-friendly celebration.

For more information on registrations and weekend events, visit the
official website: alsacegrandest.utmb.world.
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Note to editors

About UTMB® World Series

The UTMB® World Series is the trail running circuit that brings together the best athletes in the
sport and amateur runners in top international events held in some of the most beautiful places on
the planet. The UTMB® World Series is rooted in a passion for the mountains and respect for the
environment and offers trail running enthusiasts the chance to experience the UTMB® adventure
across the globe, with events taking place in Asia, Oceania, Europe, Africa and the Americas.
This is the way for everyone to start their quest towards the HOKA UTMB® Mont-Blanc, where the
UTMB® World Series finals take place. Launched in May 2021 with the collaboration of UTMB
Group and The IRONMAN Group, the UTMB® World Series circuit brings together 50 events in

28 countries. For more information, visit
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