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THE WHOLE STORY OF CHRISTMAS



This is the whole story of Christmas. All verses have been taken from
NIV 1984, and small portions were removed in order to curate a narrative
experience. We hope this helps you have a greater understanding of the

whole story of Jesus found throughout Scripture.

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. John 20:31

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com
The “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and
Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™
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Chapter 1 jsmnss

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of
men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. gohn s:-5)
For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and

for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. cotossians 116-17)

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless
and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was
hovering over the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And
God said, “Let dry ground appear. Let the land produce vegetation. Let the water
teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of

the sky. Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds.” And it was so.
And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our
likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the
livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase
in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the
air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” God saw all that he had

made, and it was very gOOd. (Genesis 1:1-3, 9, 11, 20, 24-25-28, 31)

Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the
man he had formed. And the Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground
— trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden
were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. And the Lord God
commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must
not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will

SUI’er die." (Genesis 2:8-9, 16-17)

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in
the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the

garden, but God did say, "You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of



the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.”” “You will not surely die,” the
serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together
and made coverings for themselves. Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the
Lord as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord
God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are
you?” He answered, “| heard you in the garden, and | was afraid because | was naked;
so | hid.” And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the

tree that | commanded you not to eat from?”

So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you
above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will
eat dust for all the days of your life. And | will put enmity between you and the woman,
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”
To Adam he said, “Because you ate from the tree about which | commanded you, "You
must not eat of it,” Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will
eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you. By the sweat
of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you

were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” So the Lord God banished

him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.

(Genesis 3:1-6-11,14-15, 17-19, 23)

Through the disobedience of the one man (Adam) the many were made sinners.
®omans519) For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. ®omans323 And the
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
®omanss23 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into

the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. gonn 3:16.7)



Chapter 2 Signs & Wonders

When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to

redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. (atatians 445 God
sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married
to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel
went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might
be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.
You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever;
his kingdom will never end.” “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since | am a
virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son
of God. For nothing is impossible with God.” “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.

“May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her. (uke 12635,37-35)

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child
through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did

not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But
after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with

Ill

child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” — which means, “God
with us.” When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded
him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth

to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. atthew t15-25)

What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all — how will he not also,
along with him, graciously give us all things? For | am convinced that neither death nor
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us

from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romansss31-32,3839)



Chapter 3 Grace & Truth

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the

entire Roman world. And everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also
went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there

was no room for them in the inn. @uke21,37)

The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.
He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. The Word became
flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One
and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. From the fullness of his
grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. gonn to-1,14,1615) Who, being in very
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself. enitppians 267 He had

no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should
desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar
with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we

esteemed him not. @saian 532-3)

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He
will reign on David'’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. qsaianss7 Look, the Lamb of

God, who takes away the sin of the world. gonn 129



Chapter 4 Discovery & Awe

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign
to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a

great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord
has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who
was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning
what had been told to them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to them. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

(Luke 2:8-18, 20)

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem.
"Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and
have come to worship him.” They went on their way, and the star they had seen in the
east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. They opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.

(Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11)

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the
world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he

loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. (fonn 4s-10)



Chapter 5 All Things New

And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. (uke2s2) He was

about thirty years old when he began his ministry. wukes2:) When all the people were
being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened
and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came

from heaven: “You are my Son, whom | love; with you | am well pleased.” (wukes2122)

From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
~atthew 4:17) " The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery
of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favor.” ukess10) For the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.” arki045 “Today salvation has come, for the Son of

Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” (Luke 199-10)

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and he went around
doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was
with him. @csioss) And the people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught
them as one who had authority. oarki22) He then began to teach them that the Son

of Man must suffer many things and be rejected and that he must be killed and after

three days rise again. markssy

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even
though he dies. gonn1i2s) | lay down my life — only to take it up again. No one takes

it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down and
authority to take it up again.” gonn10:1715) For this reason | was born, and for this reason |

came into the world. gonns37)

Listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles,
wonders and signs, which God did among you through him. This man was handed over
to you by God'’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked
men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead,
freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its
hold on him. cts22224) Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and He was

buried, and He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. « corinthians 153-4)



So “Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where,
O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. « corinthians 1554-57)
For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how

much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of

righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. ®omanss1)

He said: “l am the First and the Last. | am the Living One; | was dead, and behold | am
alive for ever and ever!” ®evetation 117159 And “I am making everything new!" ®evetation 215

He is Lord of lords and King of kings. evetation 714

Then, he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them,
“This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,
and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations.
(Luke2445-47) For “In the time of my favor | heard you, and in the day of salvation | helped
you.” | tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.  corinthians 62)

"1 will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters.” ¢ corinthians s1s)

So “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise
is for you and your children and for all who are far off — for all whom the Lord our God
will call.” (acts23s39) For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
®omans1013) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the

new has come! @ corinthians 5:17)

Jesus said, “l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life. gonns:i2) | have told you these things, so that in me you may
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the

world.” (ohn 1633)

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and

that by believing you may have life in his name. gohn 203



