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HERO = Hemodialysis Reliable Outflow Graft



FDA 2008

HERO = Hemodialysis Reliable Outflow Graft

HERO Graft (Merit Medical)



Central venous Obstruction

Recurrent atrial catheter problems

Exhausted venous situation

Shunt alternative to the thigh

HERO = Hemodialysis Reliable Outflow Graft

INDICATIONS
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55 J. male on dialysis since 2004

Several Shunt-operations and dialysis catheters on both
sides

Brachiocephalic Fistula  left arm 4/2014

HERO - Case report

Current symptoms: 
Potassium >7mmol/l 
Recirculation
Progressive arm swelling



05/2016

Unsuccessful recanalization

HERO - Case report



Recanalisation from femoral with 14x40mm Luminexx Stent 

05/2016

HERO - Case report
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HERO - Case report

New stent in the dital part of the subclavian vein
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HERO - Case report

Re-occlusion

Final treatment: 
Implantation
of the HERO –
graft system
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1. post op Day
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164 patients in 4 centers @ USA 

Average follow up time: 12.8 months
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Primary patency
@ 12 months:  49 
%

Secondary patency
@ 12 months:  91%

HERO- Review of the literature



Hero catheter is a new alternative to complex dialysis access

Controlled randomised trial comparing the HERO graft to 
alternative vascular accesses is still needed

The catheter has low infection risk

HERO graft - Conclusions


