A YEAR
IN REVIEW

222222222



WE ARE
WALES
MILLENNIUM
CENTRE

FIRE FOR THE

IMAGINATION

We fire imaginations by curating world-class, critically-acclaimed touring
productions, from musical theatre and comedy to dance, cabaret and an
international festival.

We kindle emerging talents with fresh, provocative and popular productions of our
own, rooted in Welsh culture. We're also a charity, collaborating with organisations,
communities and young people, making the arts accessible to everyone.

We ignite a passion for the arts with life-changing learning experiences and
chances to shine in the spotlight. Every year we attract 1.6m+ visitors and generate
£70m for local businesses.
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1.6 MILLION

VISITORS THROUGH THE DOORS*

2,300

TICKETS SOLD
FOR OUR OWN
PRODUCTIONS

421,310

AUDIENCE MEMBERS

£15 MILLION
SALES

6,000+

FREE OR DISCOUNTED TICKETS PROVIDED
TO COMMUNITY MEMBERS

3 AWARDS

- CARDIFF & VALE COLLEGE CREATIVE AND CULTURAL SKILLS AWARDS 2019,

MENTOR OF THE YEAR: JASON CAMILLERI

- CARDIFF UNIVERSITY INNOVATION AWARDS' INNOVATION IN PARTNERSHIP
AWARD: CARDIFF UNIVERSITY'S SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM, MEDIA AND
CULTURE’S CREATIVE ECONOMY UNIT IN COLLABORATION WITH BBC CYMRU
WALES, CARDIFF COUNCIL AND WALES MILLENNIUM CENTRE

- 2020 QSA APPRENTICESHIP AWARD' SMALL EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR AWARD

* Partially based on estimate due to hardware fault.

PETER
SWINBURN

Chair of Wales Millennium Centre

Whilst we are dealing with the consequences of a
global pandemic, it is heart-warming to reflect on the
achievements of the last financial year (2019/2020).
In a year in which Wales Millennium Centre made

its debut in Asia, staged a pioneering collaboration
between D/deaf and hearing artists, engaged almost
21,000 young people and welcomed audience to

our first relaxed performance at the Donald Gordon
Theatre, there's no doubt that we put our vision —to

Inspire the Nation and Impress the World - into action.

Our commitment to creating innovative new work
that showcases homegrown talent saw us produce
a clutch of extraordinary shows, include The Beauty
Parade, RED, and a brand new stage adaptation
of our hugely successful, The Mirror Crack'd.

With the help of our dedicated Community
Engagement Producer, Gemma Hicks, we've hosted
several community banquets which have been a
roaring success. Breaking bread with hundreds of our
neighbours in Cardiff — many of them first-time visitors
—is a habit we aim to continue long into the future.

There was, however, some sad news in November
2019. Wales Millennium Centre's founding patron,
South African businessman Sir Donald Gordon,
passed away aged 89. We owe him a tremendous
debt of gratitude and are very proud indeed that
our iconic main theatre is named in his honour.

Thinking of Sir Donald’s huge contribution to
Wales Millennium Centre reminds me that sincere
thanks must go of course to our funders, donors,
strategic and producing partners, staff, trustees
and volunteers, for their generous support. Without
it, none of these extraordinary achievements

would be possible, so diolch yn fawr to them.

MATHEW
MILSOM

Managing Director

This was a landmark year for us as a world-leading
performing arts centre, making innovative work
that showcases the very best of Welsh talent.

Looking back on this year's achievements

is both rewarding and poignant, since the
pandemic forced us to close at the very end of
this financial year. We are indebted to the Arts
Council of Wales and Welsh Government for
their crucial support in this difficult time.

Highlights of our 2019/2020 programme included
Autumn 2019’s Performances for the Curious, which
featured more than 30 shows, and was our most diverse
and accessible yet. The award-winning Lovecraft

(Not the Sex Shop in Cardiff), our co-production with
Carys Eleri, toured extensively across Wales and at

the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, to rave reviews.

Off-stage, our commitment to raising the aspirations
of young people grew from strength to strength, too.
We hosted 736 sessions across our creative learning
programme, engaging with over 20,766 children

and young people - our highest number yet. Radio
Platfform continued to grow, launching its second
studio —in Porth, Rhondda Cynon Taf —in July 2019.
And in October, we and Sparc Valleys Kids hosted our
second Life Hack; a free event giving young people
aged 11-25 from across south Wales the opportunity
to meet professionals from the creative industries.

It was a delight to welcome more than 400,000
ticket holders to performances on our stages.
We are committed to providing the people of
Wales the very best in touring productions. |
would like to thank the artists and producers who
bring us these shows, and all our hard-working
staff who make the experience magical.



OUR
PRODUCTIONS

Our vision is to become a furnace for new productions, festivals
and events that entertain, stimulate and inspire audiences, and
have a strong voice at their heart.




“AN UNDENIABLE ACHIEVEMENT...

THE BEAUTY PARADE SHOULD
GIVE THE VENUE GOOD CAUSE
FOR CARRYING ON IN THIS
DIRECTION.”

- WALES ARTS REVIEW

Co-produced with award-winning
theatre-maker Kaite O'Reilly, The Beauty
Parade told the moving story of the heroic
female spies of the Second World War. In a
pioneering collaboration between D/deaf

and hearing artists, it incorporated live music,
evocative songs, dialogue and visual language
and worked inclusively between D/deaf

and hearing cultures to give a multi-sensory
interpretation of this incredible true story.

Following a comprehensive marketing campaign
which included our first British Sign Language
(BSL) trailer, featuring cast member Sophie
Stone, more than 1,400 people saw the show
over nine performances at the Weston Studio, in
March 2020 - almost doubling its sales target.

Image: The Beauty Parade

Image: Museum of the Moon by Luke Jerram

A GALLERY FOR ALL



A PROGRAMME
TO INSPIRE




Our community work is driven by the communities themselves.
Our dedicated Community Engagement Producer works with
people across Wales to expand our reach, build voice and
co-create events and activities that will engage the widest
possible audience. We have a network of 16 ambassadors and
counting, ensuring that communities are at the heart of our
future events.

This year, we also hosted three banquets
designed and led by communities and attended
by 580 members of the community, including

an African banquet, a lantern parade and an
International Women’s Day banquet. These saw
our Glanfa performance area filled to bursting
with local performances and delicious food.

We established a community ambassador
scheme last year. Initially six ambassadors
worked with us to help us to reach new
audiences, two of whom are over 60 years of age
and from a Black, Asian or ethnically diverse
background. We have subsequently doubled

the number of community ambassadors who
are working with us to ensure community tickets
are distributed appropriately for future shows.

To top it off, on 1 March we hosted Dy Gymru/
Your Wales a day of performances in which 19
different community groups and more than 2,000
people shared their vision of what Wales meant
to them, on stage at the Donald Gordon Theatre,
to mark St David’'s Day. From breakdancing

to drumming, folk music to local choirs, Tamil
dancing and everything in between, it was an
unforgettable way to wrap up a very busy year.

Image: Wales Tamil Sangam performing at Your Wales






CABARET
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Our creative learning team create
joyful, life-enhancing experiences for
young people in Wales, enabling them
to tell their stories and be creative.

We focus on providing opportunities to those
young people most impacted by adverse

life experiences and since opening we have
reached over 300,000 young people. In
2019-20 we ran 736 sessions across our
creative learning programme, engaging with
over 20,766 children and young people.

Some of our projects for 2019-20 include:

In October, we and Sparc Valleys Kids hosted
our second Life Hack at The Factory in Porth.
Supported by the Paul Hamlyn Foundation, this
all-day, free event gave young people aged 11-
25 from across south Wales the opportunity to
meet professionals from the creative industries.
Twenty-three different artists and organisations
took part in the event, delivering workshops

and taking part in a speed networking session.

Together Stronger - this partnership with
Rhondda-based charity Valleys Kids, held

with the generous support of Paul Hamlyn
Foundation, has gone from strength to strength.
It includes activities, events and taster sessions;
from radio broadcast training to theatre
workshops and is led by our steering group of
young people. In 2019-2020, we engaged with
more than 340 participants.

Our youth-led radio station and training
programme, gives those aged 14-25 years a
platform to build their confidence, find their
voice and express themselves. The radio station
is operated by and for young people; everything
from the producing and presenting of live shows
to the marketing and social media. The bilingual,
six-week, accredited course is delivered in
partnership with Promo Cymru.

More than 100 young people took part in

Radio Platfform this year, with 24 participants
taking part in the accredited training, 61 taking
part in outreach training and 18 creating and
broadcasting shows. Seven of the previous
year's participants were hired as paid interns,
furthering both their technical knowledge and
valuable work and life skills. We broadcast

24 shows a week, with an average of 1,250
listens a month. Alongside the station based in
Wales Millennium Centre, in 2019 we launched
our second station, in The Factory in Porth,
Rhondda Cynon Taf. The stations have a regular
international listenership with downloads and
streaming taking place in United States,
Poland, Spain, Australia, and Canada, to

name just a few.



LIGHTING UP LIVES

Sing Proud Cymru, our choir for those within

the care-experienced community is delivered

in partnership with Voices from Care Cymru.
Sing Proud Cymru performed in the Glanfa in
December 2019 as part of the lantern parade
and on 14 December as part of our community
performances. In February 2020, the choir
opened the Proud to be Me event in Cardiff City
Football Stadium, singing to over 200 people, to
celebrate the achievements of care experienced
young people across Wales.

We also hosted a workshop for new members
at the event which gave more young people

a chance to experience the joy of singing.
Following on from that, the choir took to the
biggest stage yet, singing as part of our

St David’'s Day community celebration,

Dy Gymru/Your Wales, on 1 March, in the
Donald Gordon Theatre.

Also this year, we worked with digital education
company Aspire 2Be to create a short film

promoting our ground-breaking creative

Image: Sing Proud Cymru

learning programme, for a project called Wales
Millennium Centre Direction 2020 iBroadcast. 25
pupils aged 12-15 filmed and edited four short
films, developing their personal, broadcast and
digital skills.

Four brand new, short films made by pupils from
four schools in south Wales were screened at

an exclusive event in Wales Millennium Centre
in November, each one focusing on a different
branch of the creative learning programme:

Ysgol Plasmawr — Radio Platfform

Llanishen High Autism Base — Performance
Platfform and Sing Proud Cymru

Cardiff West Community High School - Rawffest

Porth Community High School - Together
Stronger

The Direction 2020 iBroadcast Education project
was a collaboration between Wales Millennium
Centre, Aspire 2Be and Sean Holley Media.




ARTS FOR
EVERYONE

“IT'S NICE TO FEEL THAT YOU'RE IN AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE
EVERYONE CAN DO THEIR OWN THING - YOU CAN RELAX, AS WELL
AS THE CHILD.” FEEDBACK FROM A PARENT AT THE RELAXED
PERFORMANCE OF MADAGASCAR



http://wmc.org.uk/access

OUR CULTURAL CAMPUS




A HELPING
HAND

During 2019-20 we received our annual grant
of £3.6m from the Arts Council of Wales to
maintain and run our iconic building. As a
charity we reinvest the profits that we make
from ticket sales and our commercial activities
such as food and beverage and merchandise
to help fund our work with communities, young
people and creatives across Wales. However,
we could not continue these programmes
without the incredible support we receive from
our members, individual donors, trusts and

foundations and corporate sponsors. This meant

that this year, we were able to invest £381k in
making new artistic work in Wales and £656k
in our learning and community programmes.

Thank you for supporting us in inspiring
our nation and impressing the world.

If you would like to get involved, please
consider making a gift, joining one of our
membership schemes or becoming a volunteer.

www.wmec.org.uk/join-and-give


http://www.wmc.org.uk/volunteer
http://www.wmc.org.uk/join-and-give

THANKS TO OUR
SUPPORTERS

ASSOCIATE PARTNERS

PRINCIPAL PARTNER

FOUNDATION PARTNERS

CORPORATE SUPPORTERS

ABP Quantum Advisory

Arup Sony UK Technology Centre
Bowen Eldridge Spectrum

Capital Apartments SubZero Icecream

Clear Channel Thomas Carrol

CPS Western Power

Group Giovanni's

FOUNDING PATRON
Sir Donald Gordon

LIFE PRESIDENT
The Lord Rowe-Beddoe DL

CHAIR'S CIRCLE

Dr Carol Bell

Philip Carne

Lady Mary Clancy

Bob & Lindsay Clark

Sir David Davies

Dame Vivien Duffield DBE
Diane Briere de I'lsle-Engelhardt OBE
Henry Engelhardt CBE

Dyfrig & Heather John

Alan & Maggie Peterson

Sir David Prosser

The Lord & Lady Rowe-Beddoe

Mr David Stevens CBE &
Mrs Heather Stevens CBE

Mr Peter & Mrs Janet Swinburn
The Turner Family

TRUSTS AND FOUNDATIONS
The Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation
Anthem Music Fund Wales

Arts Council of Wales

Ashley Family Foundation

Clive & Sylvia Richards Charity
CWVYS

Garfield Weston Foundation

The Gibbs Charitable Trust

The Mackintosh Foundation

The Mary Homfray Charitable Trust
Moondance Foundation

The National Lottery Community Fund
Paul Hamlyn Foundation
Persimmon Homes

The Rayne Foundation

The Simon Gibson Charitable Trust
South Wales Police Youth Trust
Thistle Trust

Ty Cerdd

The Waterloo Foundation

WCVA

Welsh Government

The Wolfson Foundation

SPECIAL SUPPORT

David Morgan

David Seligman OBE

& in memory of Philippa Seligman
Peter & Babs Thomas

PRODUCERS’ ROW
Stage Entertainment

PARTNER AWEN MEMBERS
Raj Kumar Aggarwal OBE, DL
Ms Ayesha Al-Sabah

Mr Geraint Anderson

Mrs Diana Andrews

Dean Barnard

Mary & David Beynon

Mrs Jacqueline Bird

Rosina Bridgeman

Mr Robert Cross

Mrs Janet Davies

Mr Christian Du Cann

Mr P Ellis & Mrs V Wood

Sigi Evans

Russell Harris Q.C. & Mrs Nicola Harris
Mr & Mrs Granville & Sheila John
Mr & Mrs William R Jones

Mr Hopkin Joseph

Mrs Francesca Kitchen

Dr Phillip Lane

Professor Michael Levi

Dr & Mrs Richard Logan

Mr & Mrs Michael McGrane
David Noble & Helen Such

Dr M L Nussbaum

Georgina & Len Phillips
Julienne Damaris Rowlands

Mr David Stevens CBE &
Mrs Heather Stevens CBE

Claire & Simon Wyatt
1 Anonymous

Thank you also to our Partner, Ffrind+ and Ffrind
members and other donors for their support.



